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ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICIALS 


3/5/79 


Board  of  Selectmen 

Myrna  D.  Adams,  Ch. 
Charles  P.  Terry 

David  J.  Woods 

Address 

Segreganset 
No.  Dighton 
Dighton 

Telephone 

669-5787 

823-1194 

669-6001 

Board  of  Health 

Charles  P.  Terry,  Ch. 
Myrna  D.  Adams 

David  J.  Woods 

No.  Dighton 
Segreganset 
Dighton 

823-1194 

669-5787 

669-6001 

Town  Clerk 

Frank  R.  Rogers 

No.  Dighton 

822-9498 

Town  Collector 

Frank  R.  Rogers 

No.  Dighton 

822-9498 

Town  Treasurer 

Frank  R.  Rogers 

No.  Dighton 

822-9498 

Moderator 

Robert  F.  Ferreira 

Dighton 

669-5490 

Assessors 

Harold  Mendoza,  Ch. 

Leo  T.  Pivirotto 

Richard  Arruda 

Dighton 

No.  Dighton 
No.  Dighton 

669-6079 

824-4998 

669-5424 

Tree  Warden 

Alfred  M.  Perry 

Dighton 

669-5461 

School  Committee 

Wallace  A.  Wood,  Ch. 
Nicholas  T.  Santore,  V.C. 

Dighton 

No.  Dighton 

669-5515 

669-5078 

Term 

Expires 

1981 
1980 

1982 


1980 

1981 

1982 


1980 


1980 


1980 


1980 


1982 

1980 

1981 


1980 


1981 

1982 
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John  T.  Harris,  Sec. 
Charles  E.  McKenna, 

Un.  #37 

Robert  S.  McConville 
David  R.  Neely,  D-R  Rep. 
Wendell  Brechin,  Un.  #37 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional 
John  A.  Burke,  Chairman 
Richard  F.  Simmons 

Planning  Board 

Thomas  J.  Pires,  Ch. 

Paul  Joly,  V.C. 

Jean  P.  Pelletier,  Clerk 
Frank  N.  Alves,  Jr. 
Manuel  R.  Ferreira, 
SRPEDD  Rep. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library 

Joseph  C.  Hathaway 
Wilma  Schultz 
Patrick  W.  Menges 

Playground  Commission 

Susan  Marie  McGuirk 
Donald  E.  Rose, 

Appt.  7/12/79 
Robert  D.  McKim, 

Appt.  7/12/79 

Housing  Authority 

Norman  LaFrance,  Ch. 
Frank  Costa,  Jr.,  Sec. 
Richard  S.  Briggs,  Treas. 
Osmond  D.  Crotty 
Ernest  Atwood,  H 


Dighton 

669-5438 

1980 

Dighton 

669-5738 

1981 

No.  Dighton 

823-1333 

1980 

Dighton 

1980 

No.  Dighton 

669-5318 

1982 

School  District  Committee 

No.  Dighton 

823-8320 

1980 

No.  Dighton 

822^6791 

1982 

Dighton 

669-5186 

1982 

Dighton 

669-5304 

1980 

Segreganset 

669-5457 

1984 

Dighton 

669-5553 

1982 

No.  Dighton 

824-9292 

1983 

Dighton 

669-5955 

1980 

No.  Dighton 

822-6644 

1982 

Segreganset 

669-6782 

1981 

No.  Dighton 

822r6294 

1981 

Dighton 

669-5930 

1980 

Dighton 

669-5365 

1980 

No.  Dighton 

822-4700 

1981 

No.  Dighton 

669-5327 

1982 

Dighton 

669-5166 

1984 

No.  Dighton 

824-4522 

1983 

Dighton 

669-5708 

1984 
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COMMITTEES  APPOINTED 


Finance  Committee 
Armand  Gagne,  Chairman 
Charles  A.  Roderigues,  Vice  Chairman 
Ernest  Atwood  II 
William  Hubbard,  Clerk 
Gary  Hartley 
William  Rasmussen 
Franklin  Whittle 

Board  of  Registrars 
Frank  R.  Rogers,  Clerk 
Alice  Souza 
Janice  M.  Benson 
Mary  Jane  Kingsland 

Board  of  Appeals 
Frohman  Anderson,  Chairman 
Joseph  Lfawrence 
Richard  M.  Arruda 
William  E.  Johnson 
J.  Ford  Golsby 
Joseph  P.  Pacheco 

Conservation  Commission 
William  Frenette,  Chairman 
Charles  Mello,  Vice  Chairman 
Frances  Crawford 
James  Digits,  Clerk 
Ronald  O'Connor 

Cemetery  Commission 
Helen  Brown 
Elaine  Varley 
Arthur  Morton 


Tel. 

824-0609 

669-6477 

669-5708 

822-0000 

823-4492 

822-9552 

252-6366 


669-5411 

669-5776 

824-0223 

823-3897 


669-5444 

669-5600 

669-5424 

822-1264 

822-2896 

669-5381 


669-5004 

669-6441 

669-5527 

822-3373 

822-7837 


669-5757 

669-5514 

252-6292 
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Historical  Commission 


Charles  Harris,  Chairman 

824-5607 

Robert  McGuirk,  Vice  Chairman 

Helen  Lane,  Member  Emeritus 

822-6294 

Helen  Brown 

669-5757 

Dr.  Rose  Borges 

669-5668 

Arthur  Staples 

669-6507 

Elaine  Varley 

669-5514 

Edward  Silvia 

824-7415 

Industrial  Development  Financing  Authority 

Joseph  C.  Murray,  Chairman 

1982 

822-5474 

Frank  R.  Rogers,  Secretary 

1984 

824-9498 

James  F.  Maguire 

1983 

824-4889 

Malcolm  T.  McCutcheon,  Vice  Chairman 

1981 

823-1939 

James  B.  Murphy 

1980 

669-5019 

Council  on  Aging 

Dr.  Rose  Borges,  Vice  Chairman 

669-5668 

Bella  Boucher,  Social  Services 

669-5493 

Francis  McDermott,  Treasurer 

669-5769 

Marguerite  Pelletier 

669-5457 

Joseph  R.  Silvia,  B.  C.  Home  Care 

822-9655 

Lester  H.  Lassen 

669-5588 

Theodore  Ladd 

824-7840 

Hannah  Bonvie 

Joseph  Cordeiro 

822-5726 

Rebecca  Webster,  Secretary 

669-5042 

School  Planning  &  Building  Committee 

Dr.  Clifford  A.  Wood,  Chairman 

669-5112 

Mary  L.  Giannakoulas,  Secretary 

823-5432 

Joseph  Quintal,  Jr. 

669-6656 

Bruce  M.  Murphy,  Vice  Chairman 

822^7445 

Ellis  E.  Strange, 'Jr. 

669-6448 

Nicholas  T.  Santore 

669-5078 

Edward  J.  Santos 

669-5078 
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Sewerage  Study  Committee 
Wendell  Brechin 
Robert  Ferreira 
Judith  Ferry 
Frank  Souza 
Richard  Holbrook 
JacquelineAllie 
Frank  Alves,  Jr. 

Robert  McGuirk 
Paul  Joly 
Douglas  Jensen 
John  J.  Botelho 
Charles  Roderigues 


669-6477 

669-5490 

669-5709 

822-0309 

822-5547 

822-6468 

669-5553 

822-6294 

669-5304 

669-6465 

824-6354 

669-6477 


Local  Growth  Policy 

Edward  J.  Santos  669-5654 

William  Costa  669-5719 

William  Frenette  669-5004 

Norman  LaFrance  822-4700 

Robert  F.  Ferreira  669-5490 

Myrna  D.  Adams  669-5787 

Charles  Harris  824-5607 

Helen  Brown  '  669-5757 

Charles  McKenna  669-5738 

J.  Ford  Golsby  822-2896 

Judith  Ferry  669-5709 


Finance  Committee  to  Act  as  Committee  to  Study  Need  of  an 
Administrative  Assistant 


5  Year  Capital  Outlay  Committee 


Joseph  P.  Pacheco,  Chairman 

669-5381 

Armand  Gagne 

824-0609 

Doris  Hopkins 

669-5511 

Wendell  Brechin 

669-6477 

Patricia  Siedentopf 

669-5516 

Alternate:  Paul  Hoffshire 

822-5012 
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Canine  Committee 

Bruce  Siedentopf  669-5516 

John  Wargat,  Chairman 

Alfred  Pacheco  252-6250 

Everett  Carr,  Sr.,  Clerk  669-5593 

William  Johnson,  Vice  Chairman  822-1264 

By  Law  Committee 

David  J.  Woods  669-6001 

Frank  R.  Rogers,  Chairman  82219498 

Robert  Ferreira  669-5490 

James  Ready 

Carol  Matthews,  Vice  Chairman  669-6912 

Frank  Alves  669-5553 

John  Pelletier,  Alt.  669-5457 

Nancy  Goulart,  Secretary  669-5531 


Advisory  Committee  on  Job  and  Rate  Classification 


David  R.  Neely 

Malcolm  T.  McCutcheon  823-1939 

Barbara  A.  Engler  822-9064 

Roger  B.  Perry  824-7396 

Sewer  Committee 

Gerald  Cottrell  824-7953 

Kenneth  Cummings  669-5058 

Albert  Enos  669-5031 
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SELECTMEN'S  APPOINTMENTS  June  6,  1979 


Fence  Viewers:  Harold  Mendoza,  Leo  Pivirotto,  Richard  Ar- 
ruda 

Civil  Defense  Director:  Ronald  O’Connor 

Agents  to  the  Board  of  Health:  Leo  A.  Duffy,  Frank  R.  Rogers 
Burial  Agent:  Arthur  Morton 
Inspector  of  Animals:  John  A.  Berger 

Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Board  of  Health: 
Eleanor  N.  Dupont 

Harbor  Master:  Arnold  B.  Shaw 

Assistant  Harbor  Master:  Martin  Bergstrom 

Veterans  Agent:  Barbara  Kelly 

t,  _ 

Director  of  Veterans  Services:  Edward  Kelly 

Supt.  of  Insect  Pest  Control:  Alfred  M.  Perry 

Dog  Officer:  Antone  Katon 

Agent  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen:  Leo  A.  Duffy 

Auctioneer:  Frank  R.  Rogers 

Special  Police  Officer — B.C.A.S.:  George  Oliveira 

Gas  Appliance  Inspector:  Leo  A.  Duffy 
Sanitation  Inspector:  Leo  A.  Duffy 

Public  Weighers — I.C.I.  United  States:  Alfonso  Sollitto,  Thom¬ 
as  Washington 
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Inspector  of  Wires:  Robert  D.  Bleau 

Assoc.  Inspector  of  Wires:  John  Gonsalves,  Jr. 

Plumbing  Inspector:  Donald  French 

Assoc.  Plumbing  Inspector:  John  P.  DeCambra 

Building  Inspector:  Maynard  F.  Horton,  Sr.,  Resigned  9/5/79 
George  Perry,  Appt.  9/5/79 

Constables:  Frank  R.  Rogers,  Karl  K.  Spratt,  Jr.,  Richard 
Bragga 

Conservation  Commission:  Frances  Crawford,  Ronald  O’Con¬ 
nor,  James  F.  Digits,  William  Frenette,  Charles  Mello 

Council  on  Aging:  Hannah  Bonvie,  Dr.  Rose  Borges,  Bella  M. 
Boucher,  Thomas  Webster  Deceased  7/17/79,  Theodore 
Ladd,  Francis  McDermott,  Marguerite  E.  Pelletier,  Joseph 
Cordeiro,  Lester  Lassen,  Rebecca  Webster 

Historical  Commission:  Helen  A.  Brown,  Dr.  Rose  Borges, 
Charles  Harris,  Robert  McGuirk,  Edward  Silvia,  Arthur 
Staples,  Elaine  Varley,  Helen  L.  Lane,  Member  Emeritus. 

Town  Forest  Committee:  William  Andrews,  William  Harrison, 
Charles  Leonard,  Philip  Rines,  Manuel  Sylvia,  Arthur 
Allie,  Alternate 

Bridge  Tender:  Joseph  Medeiros 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures:  George  A.  Perry 

Cemetery  Commission:  Arthur  Morton,  Elaine  Varley,  Helen 

Brown 
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Town  Counsel:  Peter  B.  Gay 

Board  of  Appeals:  Frohman  Anderson,  Joseph  Lawrence,  J. 
Ford  Golsby,  William  Johnson,  Richard  Arruda,  Joseph 
P.  Pacheco 

Town  Accountant  (3  years):  Doris  B.  Hopkins,  Appt.  5/17/78 
SRPEDD  Rep.:  Alan  Campbell 

Sewer  Committee:  Gerald  Cottrell,  Kenneth  Cummings,  Albert 
Enos,  Jr. 
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REPORT  ON  CEMETERY  FUND 
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JURY  LIST  1979  - 1980 


Arthur  R.  Alves 
Mary  Ann  Anderson 
Manuel  M.  Borges 
Betty  Botelho 
Joan  Brechin 
Victor  Buote 
Mary  Carr 
George  Catabia 
Charles  Cestodio 
Robert  Chadwick 
Carol  A.  Collins 
William  H.  Corey 
Sabatino  Corrado 
Anthony  D.  Costa,  Jr. 
Richard  Dellatore 
Julia  Derrig 
John  P.  Digits,  Jr. 
Joyce  C.  Donovan 
Judith  Ferry 
Bernadette  Furtado 
Jean  Gracia 
Martina  B.  Grover 
Lester  Lassen 
Pamela  L.  Leach 
Edward  L.  Lebrecque 
Elvira  M.  Levinson 
David  J.  Long 
Anita  R.  Lopes 
John  Mello 
Edward  F.  McCarthy 
Mary  Lou  McMullen 
Grace  Murray 
Dorothy  Nader 
Beverly  Pacheco 
Mary  Pavao 
Carol  Pimento 
Ella  Rasmussen 
Carol  Rebello 
Dolores  A.  Rebello 
Kenneth  Rhines 
Louisa  Richards 
David  Rosa 
Anna  Mae  Rose 
Carol  L.  Russell 
Judith  Russell 
John  Silva,  Jr. 
George  M.  Silver 
Arnold  F.  Staples 
M.  Louise  Staples 
William  L.  White 
Clifford  A.  Wood 
Gail  E.  Wood 


243  Center  St. 

1240  Smith  St. 

112  Summer  St. 

3077  Millers  Lane 
701  Center  St. 

1690  Wellington  St. 
250  Main  St. 

1727  Williams  St. 
3181  Millers  Lane 
307  Forest  St. 

1177  Cedarwood  Cir. 
584  Middle  St. 

2977  Anderson  Drive 
1416  Somerset  Ave. 
2114  Smith  St. 

949  Somerset  Ave. 
522  Gray  Terrace 
2359  Horton  St. 

741  Main  St. 

420  Forest  St. 

1446  Pine  St. 

1358  Williams  St. 
2168  Pleasant  St. 
2760  Horton  St. 

221  Pearl  St. 

269  Walker  St. 

229  Forest  St. 

1449  Forest  St. 

165  Forest  St. 

206  Lincoln  Ave. 

233  Pearl  St. 

270  Chase  St. 

1318  Rebecca  Rd. 

16  Center  St. 

697  Main  St. 

1381  Pine  St. 

351  Lincoln  Ave. 

2130  Millers  Lane 
1551  Maple  St. 

316  Main  St. 

247  Andrews  St. 

1865  Williams  St. 

505  Center  St. 

1892  Horton  St. 

210  Andrews  St. 

693  Center  St. 

102  Forest  St. 

543  Center  St. 

543  Center  St. 

225  Chase  St. 

2619  Wellington  St. 
1392  Pine  St. 


Security  Officer 

Sales/Purchasing 

Salesman 

Housewife 

Salesgirl 

Stationary  Engineer 
Sales  Clerk 
Machine  Operator 
Backhoe  Operator 
Postal  Clerk 
Unemployed 
Unemployed 
Business  Agent 
Self-employed 
Child  Advocate 
Housewife 

Public  Administrator 

Unemployed 

Housewife 

Packer 

Supervisor 

Part-time  School  Teacher 

Retired 

Clerk 

Real  Estate  Broker 

Housewife 

Insurance  Salesman 

Housewife 

Unemployed 

Bronze  Molder 

Clerk 

Housewife 

Coordinator 

Bank  Teller 

Housewife 

At  Home 

Credit  Processor 

Housewife 

Jewelry  Assembler 

Supervisor  Trainee 

Homemaker 

Service  Station  Operator 
Housewife 
Homemaker 
Circulation  Dept. 

Retired 

Retired 

Steamfitter 

Bookkeeper 

Postal  clerk 

A  sso.  Prof,  of  English 

Housewife 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Balance  in  Treasury  June  30,  1978 
Total  Receipts  June  1979 — General  Cash 


Selectmen’s  Warrants  June  1979 
Balance  in  Treasury  June  1979 


REVENUE  SHARING  FUNDS 
Balance  in  Treasury  June  1978 
Funds  Received  June  1979 
Invested  Funds  Interest  Received 


Total  Warrants  June  1979 
Balance  in  Treasury  June  1979 


HUD  FUNDS 
Balance  in  Treasury 
Selectmen’s  Warrant  June  1979 


$  471,549.70 
5,566,175.63 


$6,037,725.33 


$5,638,395.04 

399,330.29 


$6,037,725.33 


$  24,338.80 

73,616.00 
918.16 


$  98,872.96 


$  89,700.00 

9,172.96 


$  98,872.96 


$  1,333.19 
$  1,333.19 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  Fiscal  Year  1979  — 

July  1,  1978  to  June  30,  1979  —  in  the  following  schedules: 
Balance  Sheet — General  Accounts 
Receipts  of  General  Cash 
Disbursements  of  General  Cash 
Statement  of  Appropriation — General  Accounts 

Analysis  of  Surplus  Revenue  and  Free  Cash 
Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds 
Receipts 
Disbursements 

Statement  of  Appropriations 

Balance  Sheet — 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds 
Trust  and  Investment  Accounts 

Free  Cash  as  certified  by  the  Bureau  of  Accounts  as  of 
July  1,  1979  is  $222,188.00. 

As  of  June  30,  1979  there  is  a  temporary  loan  in  the 
amount  of  $280,000.00  in  anticipation  of  the  serial  loan  on 
the  New  Town  Hall. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

DORIS  B.  HOPKINS, 

Town  Accountant 
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Levy  of  1978/79  Tailings 

Personal  Property  1,089.22  Unclaimed  checks  781.81 

Real  Estate  41,402.29  Unidentified  Cash  Receipts 

-  42,491.51  (Collector)  130.05 
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RECEIPTS  OF  GENERAL  CASH 
Fiscal  Year  7/1/78  to  6/30/79 

TAXES 

REAL  ESTATE 
1976/77 
1977/78 
1978/79 


PERSONAL  PROPERTY 

1976/77 

1977/78 

1978/79 


$  6,160.92 

27,093.53 
1,720,607.93 


.91 

1,214.37 

235,407.92 


MOTOR  VEHICLE  EXCISE 

1972 

1973 

1974 

1975 


2.20 

155.69 

389.40 

1,535.97 


1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 


529.98 

14,252.72 

97,195.23 

116,838.47 


TAX  TITLE  REDEMPTIONS 
TAXES  IN  LITIGATION 
INTEREST  ON  TAXES 


Real  Estate  3,494.04 

Personal  Property  86.82 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  909.01 

Tax  Titles  208.48 


$1,753,862.38 

236,623.20 


230,899.66 

1,815.45 

2,227.75 


4,698.35 
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DEPARTMENTAL  REVENUE 

Board  of  Health/soil  tests  700.00 

Civil  Defense/Surplus  Property  254.25 

Police  Dept./insurance  reports  648.00 

/witness  fees  574.00 

Planning  Board/zoning  maps  122.40 

High  way /use  of  tractor  148.11 

-  2,447.16 


AID  TO  HIGHWAYS— State 
M/A  28957  1,716.09 

M/A  29252  19,458.62 

21,174.71 


678.76 
1,098.00 
3,042.22 
366.02 

5,185.00 

SCHOOL  CAFETERIA 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  33,805.98 
Schools  30,685.78 

64,491.76 


COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL 
Dog  Fund 

Care  &  Board  of  Dogs 
Court  Fines 

Reimbursement — Dutch  Elm  Disease 


JUNIOR  HIGH/INDUSTRIAL  ARTS  1,046.85 


CHAPTER  733- 
Police 
School 
Fire 

Highway 


-OFF  DUTY  WORK  DETAIL 

56,014.86 

89.22 

300.00 

49.20 


56,453.28 
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LICENSES,  PERMITS,  FEES 


Building  permits 

2,287.75 

Plumbing  permits 

1,141.00 

Disposal  Works  Installers  permits 

550.00 

Sanitation  permits 

220.00 

Electrical  permits 

695.00 

Gasoline  storage 

2.00 

Gas  fittings 

22.00 

Auctioneer 

70.00 

Junk  license 

5.00 

Flea  Market 

100.00 

Motor  Vehicle — 

Class  I 

12.00 

Class  II 

96.00 

Class  III 

24.00 

Gravel 

90.00 

Sausage 

5.00 

Lord’s  Day  Sale 

30.00 

Lord’s  Day  entertainment 

69.00 

Milk  Store 

16.00 

Milk  vehicle 

14.00 

Common  victualer  food 

70.00 

Food  service  establishment 

186.00 

Common  victualer/all  alcohol 

2,000.00 

Package  store/all  alcohol 

400.00 

Package  store/wine  &  malt 

100.00 

Temporary  B  &  W 

80.00 

Denatured  alcohol 

10.00 

Oleo 

6.00 

Camp  &  cabin 

10.00 

Hearings 

527.24 

Gas  renewal 

4.50 

Raffle 

60.00 

License  to  carry 

970.00 

F.LD.  cards 

116.00 

License  to  sell  firearms 

44.00 

Ammo  license 

2.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

349.00 

10,383.49 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Town  coins  12.50 

Anniversary  booklets  8.00 

Town  histories  171.00 

Lives  &  Fortens  books  39.00 

Street  listings  &  maps  28.73 

Photocopies  55.35 

Cert,  of  municipal  liens  921.00 

Zoning  booklets  17.00 

Toll  calls — school  6.30 

other  1.07 

Library  fines  92.74 

Liquor  I.D.  6.00 

TGAI  office  expense  810.00 

Service  charge  Chapter  773  police  466.20 

-  2,634.89 

REFUNDS  &  RECOVERIES 

Gasoline/ Water  District  1,321.92 

Postage  8.60 

Proceeds  from  auction  143.25 

Fire  dept. — insurance  claim  308.00 

Extended  benefits  refund  66.00 

Blue  Cross  dividend  450.00 

Town  Clerk — phone  10.00 

Highway  Dept. — sale  of  sander  675.00 

Police  Dept. — patches  173.00 

Town  Office  acct.  refund  9.00 

Bristol  County  Elect.  Supply — refund  13.12 
Programs  of  Continuing  Ed. — refund  50.00 
School  Dept.  13.24 

Petty  Cash  Advance/C.O.A.  50.00 

/Selectmen  75.00 

/Police  50.00 


3,416.13 
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AGENCY  ACCOUNTS 


County  Retirement 

29,470.58 

Federal  Tax 

204,588.36 

State  Tax 

70,280.80 

Teachers  Retirement 

41,9444.92 

Teachers  Income  Protection 

546.24 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuities 

8,802.24 

Dues 

Street  Dept. 

560.00 

Police  Dept. 

453.60 

Teachers 

4,892.00 

Deferred  Compensation 

11,769.98 

Sale  of  Dogs 

84.00 

Dog  Licenses 

2,738.95 

Contributory  Group  Insurance 

Employee  deductions 

34,100.43 

Receipts  for  Grp.  Ins. 

4,769.06 

Direct  payments 

1,632.10 

State  Meals  tax — school  cafeteria 

140.80 

416,774.06 


INCOME  FROM  TRUST  FUNDS 

Charles  Chase — School  fund 
Cemeteries  Perpetual  Care 
Frank  &  Carie  Rose 


40.00 

977.75 

3,100.00 


4,117.75 


GIFTS  &  BEQUESTS 
Senior  Citizens 


200.00 


FEDERAL  GRANTS 

Title  I  (School)  28,620.00 

Title  IV  B  (School)  1,937.57 

LEA  Incentive  Program  (School)  7,795.00 

Anti-Recession  Title  II  P.L.  94-369  2,242.00 

Sewer  Grant  C  250480-01-EPA  48,500.00 


89,094.57 
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INVESTMENT  OF  GENERAL  CASH 
C.D/s  matured  1,750,000.00 

Interest  earned  on  C.D.  15,555.42 

Interest  on  savings  account  8,633.71 

-  1,774,189.13 

TEMPORARY  LOAN— Anticipation  of  Serial  Issue 
Town  Office  Building  280,000.00 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 


School  Aid  Chp.  70 

301,842.00 

School  transportation  Chp.  71 

27,456.00 

Chapter  71B  sect.  11 

2,523.00 

Chapter  71 A  sect.  13  &  14 

8,617.00 

Local  Aid  lottery 

5,077.55 

Local  Aid  Chp.  29  sect.  2d 

31,300.00 

Chp.  367  (1978)  addT  asst. 

35,730.00 

Highway  Chp.  497 

34,289.00 

Highway  Chp.  825 

49,438.00 

Abatements  Chp.  59 

4,212.96 

Elderly  exemption  Chp.  967  (1977) 

10,396.28 

Dept,  of  Natural  Resources — 

Fire  Dept. 

750.00 

C.O.A.  Grant 

1,475.08 

513,106.87 

TRANSFERS 

From  Fed.  Revenue  Sharing  Funds 

for  Police  Dept.  90,000.00 

From  HUD  Funds  for 

Community  Development  Project  1,333.19 


TOTAL  RECEIPTS  GENERAL  CASH  $5,566,175.63 

CASH  BALANCE  7/1/78  471,549.71 


$6,037,725.34 
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DISBURSEMENTS  OF  GENERAL  CASH 


Fiscal  Year  7/1/78  to  6/30/79 
GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Board  of  Selectmen 


Salaries — Chairman 

$  4,800.00 

Chairman  Bd.  of  Health  4,300.00 

Member 

3,800.00 

Building  Inspector 

2,594.20 

Telephone 

1,542.55 

Printing,  postage,  supplies 

928.07 

Dues — travel  expense 

1,843.77 

Electrical  inspector  fees 

650.00 

Equipment 

1,068.54 

Petty  Cash  advance 

75.00 

?  21,602.13 


Town  Accountant 


Salary 

11,388.00 

Printing,  postage,  supplies 

457.26 

Dues,  meetings,  mileage 

119.71 

Binding 

83.20 

Telephone 

220.10 

Equipment  maint. 

29.50 

New  Equipment 

365.15 

Town  Clerk 

Salary 

4,740.00 

Assistant's  salary 

3,796.00 

Clerical  wages 

2,136.00 

Printing,  postage,  supplies 

462.01 

Telephone 

302.93 

Dues,  meetings,  mileage 

467.00 

Equipment,  service  &  rental 

591.81 

Microfilm  storage 

55.00 

12,662.92 


12,550.75 
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Town  Collector 

Salary 

5,750.00 

Assistant’s  salary 

3,796.00 

Clerical  wages 

2,137.00 

Printing,  postage,  supplies 

1,975.56 

Data  processing 

816.07 

Telephone 

293.99 

Dues,  meetings,  miileage 

165.55 

Equipment,  service  &  rental 

355.25 

Town  Treasurer 

Salary 

4,740.00 

Assistant’s  salary 

3,796.00 

Clerical  wages 

2,136.00 

Printing,  postage,  supplies 

1,631.84 

Telephone 

432.07 

Dues,  meetings,  mileage 

172.50 

Equipment,  serivce  &  rental 

194.15 

Misc. 

30.00 

Tax  Title  Expense 

Finance  Committee 

Board  of  Appeals 

Board  of  Assessors 

Election  &  Registration 

Salaries — Chairman  CMA 

16,008.00 

Others 

3,400.00 

Secretary 

4,158.00 

Telephone 

638.17 

Printing,  postage,  supplies 

562.22 

Dues,  meetings,  mileage. 

school,  etc. 

1,802.31 

15,289.42 


13,132.56 

1,742.48 

60.00 

242.00 
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Out  of  state  travel 

98.56 

Use  of  car — field  work 

1,000.00 

Transfers  from  registry 

133.57 

Bookbinding 

131.50 

Updating  maps 

1,037.10 

Data  processing 

1,006.08 

Eqiupment  &  repairs — ^misc. 

2,711.50 

Election  &  Registration 


Registrar’s  salary 

481.25 

Street  listing 

2,448.05 

Election  workers 

990.60 

Police/custodians 

294.11 

Clerical 

100.00 

Printing,  postage,  supplies 

435.06 

Planning  Board 


Dues 

30.00 

SRPEDD  assessment 

761.40 

Postage,  supplies 

95.20 

Advertising 

66.30 

Clerical 

632.13 

Delegate  expense 

21.75 

Maps  &  printing 

93.00 

Telephone 

188.62 

Equipment 

150.00 

Planning  Board  salaries 


Town  Office 

Clerk  typist  salary 

7,435.00 

Printing  Town  Report 

2,240.00 

Advertising 

744.63 

Printing,  postage,  supplies 

1,297.16 

Equipment,  &  equipment  maint. 

604.93 

Misc. 

1,353.70 

32,687.01 


4,749.07 


2,038.40 

2,200.00 
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Historian  expense 

50.00 

Out  of  state  travel 

31.20 

Dues,  meetings,  mileage 

549.50 

Moderator 

150.00 

Tree  Warden 

100.00 

Supt.  Insect  Pest  Control 

100.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

400.00 

Town  Counsel 
Legal  fees,  reference 

Conservation  Commission 


Tax  Title  Due  Districts 

Dighton  Electric  Light  District  .48 

No.  Dighton  Fire  District  42.30 


Taxes  in  Litigation  Due  Districts 

Dighton  Water  District  168.35 

Dighton  Electric  Light  District  27.26 

No.  Dighton  Fire  District  51.50 


Planning  Board  (encumbered  funds) 

SRPEDD  contract 

Audit  of  Town’s  Financial  Records 
Community  Development  Program  P.L.  93-383 
Transferred  from  HUD  funds 


15,056.12 

6,620.50 

-0- 

42.78 

247.11 

1,540.00 

6,000.00 

1,333.19 


Town  Office  Building — Construction 


349,569.99 
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PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 


Police  Department 

Salaries  96,835.59 

Shift  differential  1,695.80 

Sergeants  premium  836.94 

Extra  duty  22,390.82 

Secretary /Policewoman  9,633.00 

Course  allow.,  longevity,  tuition  3,169.30 

Dues,  meetings,  mileage  343.95 

Gas  &  oil  8,319.60 

Printing,  postage,  supplies  2,388.42 

Lock  up  155.50 

Equipment  &  repairs  9,980.74 

Misc.  438.91 

Clothing  allowance  1,996.24 

Building  :  3,530.91 

Basic  training  39.90 
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161,755.62^=^ 

Transferred  from  Federal  Revenue 

Sharing  for  payroll  90,000.00 

Paid  from  General  Cash  71,755.62 


Off  Duty  Work  Detail 

Police 

School 

Fire 

Highway 


56,434.01 

216.37 

300.00 

49.20 

— - -  56,999.58 


Fire  Department 

Salary — full  time  38,793.30 

Wages  22,120.50 

Buildings 

Utilities  4,354.31 

Repair  499.37 

Telephone  707.29 

Radios  681.31 
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Vehicles 


Gas  &  oil 

2,346.89 

Repair 

2,172.43 

Office 

585.73 

Supplies  &  sundries 

766.38 

Dues  &  meetings 

269.00 

Fire  alarm  maint. 

3.36 

Training 

83.67 

Hose  &  equipment 

4,788.76 

Clothing  allowance 

486.75 

78,659.05 


Hydrant  Rental 


1,740.00 


Insurance  Reimbursement — Fire  Dept. 


308.00 


Dog  Officer 


Salary 

1,300.00 

Board  &  keep 

1,616.00 

Part  time  help 

581.50 

Supplies  &  misc. 

193.82 

Clerical 

200.00 

New  equipment 

241.00 

Mileage 

340.50 

4,472.82 

Care  of  Town  Elms 

766.00 

Insect  Pest  Control 

516.00 

Shade  Tree  Account 

316.67 

Civil  Defense 

Director’s  salary 

600.00 

Telephone 

123.00 

Equipment  &  repairs 

211.67 
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Electricity  &  fuel 

60.12 

Surplus  Property 

398.20 

Misc.  &  mileage 

40.83 

Office  supplies 

17.50 

1,451.32 

Communications  Center 

Salaries 

33,255.86 

Training 

164.38 

Telephones 

3,028.98 

Supplies 

286,14 

Radio  check  &  repair 

515.06 

Electricity  to  Richmond  Hill 

95.34 

37,345.76 

Police  cruisers  with  accessories 

10,407.90 

New  Police  Station 

502.54 

Air  conditioning — Police  Station 

1,435.05 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Board  of  Health 

Animal  Inspector 

250.00 

Nursing  service  (T.V.N.A.) 

1,637.13 

Misc.  supplies  &  expense 

487.18  ' 

Recording  vital  statistics 

188.00 

Engineering  soil  test  fees 

650.00 

Sanitation  Inspector 

1,000.00 

Plumbing  Inspector  fees 

1,254.00 

Clinic  expense 

549.54 

Install  sillcock — Town  Garage 

153.45 

6,169.30 


Care  of  Landfill  Area 

Wages  2,964.00 

Maintenance  28,153.71 
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Inspection  fees 
Rodent  control 
Telephone 
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550.00 

140.00 

136.80 


31,944.51* 

*  Amount  paid  from  Title  II 
Antirecession  funds 
Paid  from  General  Cash 

Mosquito  Control 
Rubbish  collection  contract 
Berkley-Dighton  Community  Services 

Consulting  Engineer  re: 

Possible  landfill  sites 

Facilities  Plan — Sewers 
Water  service  to  landfill  area 
Building  at  landfill 


HIGHWAYS 
Highway  Department 


Wages 

91,818.81 

Material 

1,833.50 

Equipment  rental  &  equipment 

3,937.62 

Supplies  &  repairs 

2,440.97 

Traffic  control 

1,602.02 

Removal  of  dead  trees 
Building 

351.00 

Utilities 

3,222.54 

Phone 

718.33 

Maint.  &  supplies 

1,362.40 

2,242.00 

29,702.51 

400.00 

31,800.00 

1,334.95 

2,500.00 

30,320.00 

11,070.00 

5,430.38 


Gravel  roads 


5,303.27 

5,989.50 
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Snow  removal 

Equipment  1,557.60 

Material  5,443.97 

Labor  2,793.84 

9,795.41 

Clothing  Allowance  694.00 


*  Amount  paid  from  Title  II 
Antirecession  funds 
Paid  from  General  Cash 


123,766.10* 


3,618.00 

120,148.10 


Road  Machinery  Account 

Gas  &  oil 
Parts  &  repairs 


9,554.29 

8,872.05 

18,426.34 


Construction,  Reconstruction  &  Improvement  of  Town  Roads 


M/A  29252  14,062.01 

M/A  28957  2,015.70 

Maple  &  Oak  Streets  Project  9,209.73 

Brush  Control  532.00 

Sidewalk  Maintenance  1,826.00 

Highway  Maintenance  Account  19,839.78 

Automatic  sand  spreader  4,922.00 

Williams  Street  Landtaking  4,871.41 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge 

Tender’s  salary  840.00 

Power  &  misc.  18.55 

-  858.55 


VETERANS  SERVICES 

Veterans  Benefits  (FY  1978  encumbered)  1,416.08 

Veterans  Benefits 

Salary  of  Agent  1,200.00 

Cash  17,402.12 

Medical  &  fuel  297.49 
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Travel,  dues,  meetings  120.00 

Supplies  &  postage  25.00 


SCHOOLS  AND  LIBRARY 
School  Department 


Administration 

36,182.22 

Instruction 

794,878.89 

Other  School  Services 

70,177.86 

Operation  &  maintenance  of  plant 

136,096.91 

Fixed  charges 

3,014.00 

Fixed  Assets 

18,326.87 

Programs  with  other  districts 

4,503.11 

Kindergarten 

29,326.31 

Special  Education  program 

193,128.93 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  District 
Cafeteria 

Salary  29,426.72 

Food  36,830.63 

Pest  control  52.00 

Misc.  1,041.22 


Title  I  Funds 

(returned  to  Commonwealth)  1,235.32 

Title  I  Funds  27,284.21 


Title  III  Funds 

Title  IV  Funds  1,426.03 

1,646.61 


19,044.61 


1,285,635.10 

530,280.77 

67,350.57 

28,519.53 

215.50 


3,072.64 
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Chapter  88  Industrial  Arts 

Local  Education  Agency  Incentive  Program  Grant 

School  Needs  Study 

School  Needs  Study  (new  appropriation) 


Public  Library 


Salary 

3,600.00 

Assistants 

1,826.10 

Janitor 

450.00 

Books  &  magazines 

2,893.69 

Utilities 

906.26 

Supplies 

164.44 

Repairs 

120.50 

Expenses 

223.32 

Telephone 

189.97 

Dues  &  meetings 

12.52 

RECREATION  AND  UNCLASSIFIED 


Playground  &  Recreation 

Maintenance  of  playgrounds  176.52 

Instructors  salaries  2,052.00 

New  equipment  614.92 

Lighting  expense  133.60 

Summer  program  455.35 


Memorial  Day  Observance 
Veterans  Building  Maintenance 


2,261.03 

7,795.00 

200.00 

12,778.90 


10,386.80 


3,432.39 

291.49 

1,200.00 


State  pension  reimbursement 


4,048.65 
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Maintenance — Civic  Center 
Light  &  water 
Fuel 
Repair 


53.32 

549.81 

4.56 


Gasoline  Account 
Historical  Commission 


Contributory  Group  Insurance 
Appropriated 

Boston  Mutual  Life  1,598.70 

OME  Standard  2,757.10 

Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  33,628.96 


Employee  deductions 

Boston  Mutual  Life  1,556.36 

OME  Standard  1,461.90 

Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  32,080.54 


Receipts  for  Group  Insurance 
Boston  Mutual  Life  189.80 

Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield  4,499.58 


Town  Insurance  (1978  encumbered) 


Audit  Workmens  Comp. 

361.00 

Vehicle  liability 

3,355.28 

Town  Insurance 

Special  Multi-Peril 

21,763.50 

Bonds 

647.00 

Police  &  Firemen 

2,156.94 

V  ehicle — liability 

6,315.00 

Workmens  Comp. 

11,577.50 

Ambulance  service 

375.00 

Burglary 

200.00 

607.69 

19,056.20 

288.87 


37,984.76 

35,098.80 

4,689.38 

3,716.28 
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Boiler  198.00 

Public  Officials  Error  &  Omission  2,435.00 

Vehicle — fire  &  theft  1,650.00 


State  &  County  Taxes  and  Assessments 


County  Retirement  Assessment  53,655.00 

County  Tax  47,260.11 

State  Recreation  Areas  23,623.74 

Air  Pollution  Control  329.16 

Mosquito  Control  6,395.00 

M/V  Excise  Bills  727.34 


Council  on  Aging 

Coordinator  1,610.00 

Office  supplies  &  equipment  333.40 

Expendable  supplies  267.79 

Telephone  355.33 

Christmas  event  &  bus  hire  1,089.95 

Health  programs  443.02 

Shopping  bus  1,590.00 

Misc. — Petty  Cash  advance  50.00 


Prior  Year  Bills 

Town  Insurance  4,105.72 

Board  of  Health  120.00 

Town  Office  25.00 


Estimated  Receipts 

Refund  of  interest  on  taxes 

CEMETERIES— PUBLIC  PROPERTY 
INTEREST  AND  MATURING  DEBT 
Sewer  loan  in  anticipation  of 
Federal  Reimbursement  25,000.00 

Interest  on  temporary  sewer  loan  525.73 


39 

47,317.94 

131,990.35 


5,739.49 

4,250.72 

2.33 

1,278.00 


25,525.73 
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Trust  Funds 


Cemeteries  Perpetual  Care 

977.75 

Charles  Chase  School  Fund 

40.00 

Frank  &  Carrie  Rose 

3,100.00 

Agency  Accounts 

County  Retirement 

29,470.58 

Federal  Tax 

204,588.36 

State  Tax 

70,280.80 

Teachers  Retirement 

41,970.32 

Teachers  Income  Protection 

544.82 

Tax  Sheltered  Annuities 

8,842.24 

Deferred  Compensation 

11,769.98 

Dues 

Highway 

560.00 

Police 

453.60 

Teachers 

4,892.00 

Dog  licenses 

2,705.65 

Sale  of  Dogs 

78.00 

State  Meals  Tax  (school  cafeteria) 

148.30 

Refunds 

1977  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  373.57 

1978  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  2,793.65 

1979  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  688.48 

1978  Real  Estate  64.32 

1979  Real  Estate  490.14 

1979  Personal  Property  141.00 


4,117.75 


376,304.65 


4,551.16 
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Investment  of  General  Cash 

1,800,000.00 

TOTAL  DISBURSEMENT  OF 
GENERAL  CASH 

$5,657,790.66 

Less  Transfers  within  accounts 

19,395.62 

$5,638,395.04 

CASH  BALANCE  6/30/79 

399,330.30 

$6,037,725.34 
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ANALYSIS  OF  SURPLUS  REVENUE 


Balance  III/IS 

Amount  added  7/1/78  -  6/30/79 
Highway  Reimbursement 
Adjustment — State  Assessment 
Tax  Title  Redemption 
1979  Revenue 


Amount  deducted  7/1/78  -  6/30/79 
Titles 

Special  Town  Meeting  9/6/78 
To  reduce  tax  rate — 

Annual  Town  Meeting — 1979 


FREE  CASH 

Surplus  Revenue 
Less  uncollected  taxes 
Levy  of  1974/75 
Levy  of  1975/76 
Levy  of  1976/77 
Levy  of  1977/78 
Levy  of  1978/79 


$246,796.08 

$  19,458.62 
.01 

1,772.67 

169,287.61 

190,518.91 

$436,314.99 

767.01 

4,250.72 

160,000.00 

165,017.73 

$271,297.26 

$271,297.26 

$  32.80 

46.20 
475.37 
6,063.09 
42,491.51 

49,108.97 

^222,1^.29 


FREE  CASH  AS  CERTIFIED  7/1/79 


$222,188.00 
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FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING  FUNDS 

Fiscal  Year  1979 


RECEIPTS 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds  P.L.  94-488 
Interest  on  invested  funds 

Total  Cash  Received 
Cash  balance  7/1/78 


$  99,047.00 
918.16 


$  99,965.16 
24,338.80 

$124,303.96 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Police  Department  $  90,000.00 

Cash  balance  6/30/79  34,303.96 

$124,303.96 


STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS 

Appropriated  Expended  Balance 
$90,000.00  $90,000.00  -0- 


Police  Department 


TOWN  OF  DIGHTON 

FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING  FUNDS— P.L.  94-488 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


The  Special  Town  Meeting  held  January  22,  1979  at  D-R 
Regional  High  School  was  called  to  order  at  7:32  P.M.  by 
Robert  Ferreira,  Moderator.  Checkers  were  Elaine  Varley, 
Irene  Goulart,  Alice  Souza  and  Mary  Perry.  Pledge  of  Alle¬ 
giance  to  the  flag  was  given. 

Representatives  of  Tibbets  Engineering,  Water  Pollution 
Control,  Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  Representative 
Joan  Menard  were  recognized  by  Moderator  as  being  invited 
and  present. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Edv/ard  Santos  to  dispense  with 
the  reading  of  the  warrant. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Edward  Santos  to  dispense  with 
the  reading  of  the  articles  and  reference  to  them  be  made 
by  number  and  content. 

Report  of  the  Planning  Board  given  by  John  Pelletier. 

“On  Januarj^  3,  1979  a  public  hearing  was  held  and  there 
was  discussion  concerning  the  re-zoning  of  property  located 
on  Winthrop  and  Walker  Street  from  Business  to  Residential 
and  Agriculture.  Property  in  question  belonging  to:  Gary 
and  Caryn  Sanson,  Charles  and  Janice  Terry,  Josephine  A. 
Hoecke,  and  Charles  and  Elizabeth  Goff.  The  proposed  re¬ 
zoning  would  be  an  extension  of  the  area  of  these  properties 
Vv^hich  is  already  zoned  Residential  and  Agriculture.  It  was 
mentioned  at  the  public  hearing  that  this  area  is  of  possible 
historical  value.  One  of  the  homes  in  this  area  was  built 
approximately  in  the  year  1750.  The  residents  in  this  area 
wish  to  maintain  this  property  in  question  in  its  present  rural 
ataosphere.  There  were  no  objections  to  this  proposed  change 
at  the  public  hearing.  The  Planning  Board  recommends  that 
because  of  the  historical  aspect  of  this  property,  that  this 
request  be  approved. 

(1)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Thomas 
Pires  that  pursuant  to  a  request  of  the  Dighton  Planning 
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Board  and  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws, 
Chapter  40A,  as  amended,  and  in  compliance  with  all  statu¬ 
tory  requirements  in  relation  thereto,  the  Town  vote  to  amend 
the  Zoning  Map  dated  1978,  as  amended,  to  change  from  busi¬ 
ness  to  residence  and  agriculture,  that  property  located  at 
the  intersection  of  Walker  Street  and  Winthrop  Street — 
approximately  266  feet  easterly  on  the  south  side  of  Win¬ 
throp  Street  and  approximately  450  feet  westerly  on  the 
south  side  of  Winthrop  Street  as  recommended  by  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Board. 

Wendell  Brechin  reported  Art.  2  approved  unanimously 
by  the  Finance  Committee. 

VOTED :  Motion  by  William  Hogan  to  move  the  question. 

DEFEATED :  Motion  by  Wendell  Brechin  to  have  a  ballot 
vote.  Hand  Vote  Yes  84  No  146 

(2)  DEFEATED:  Motion  by  Edward  Santos  that  the 
Town  vote: 

(A)  to  appropriate  $220,000.00  for  the  cost  of  engi¬ 
neering  and  or  architectural  services  for  design  plans  and 
specifications  for  the  construction  of  sewers,  sewage  collection 
systems  and  sewage  treatment  and  disposal  facilities  (Step  2 
of  the  state  and  federally  aided  project)  and  that  to  raise 
this  appropriation  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the 
Selectmen  is  authorized  to  borrow  $220,000.00  under  General 
Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  7  (22)  as  amended 

(B)  to  appropriate  $2,150,555.00  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  sewers,  sewage  collection  systems  and  sewage  treat¬ 
ment  and  disposal  facilities  and  the  engineering  costs  related 
thereto  and  for  the  lump  sum  payment  of  the  cost  of  a  tie-in 
to  such  services  in  the  City  of  Taunton  (Step  3)  ;  and  that  to 
raise  this  appropriation  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen  is  authorized  to  borrow  $2,150,555.00  under 
General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  8  (15)  as  amended,  and 

(C)  that  the  Selectment  are  authorized  to  contract 
for  federal  and  state  aid  which  shall  be  spent  for  the  project. 
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provided  that  the  total  authorized  borrowing  shall  be  reduced 
by  the  amount  of  such  aid. 

Moderator  called  for  a  five  minute  recess. 

(3)  VOTED:  Motion  by  Edward  Santos  to  table  Article 

3. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Edward  Santos  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  amendment  be  made  to  Article  4  as  follows:  “That  we 
strike  the  first  two  sentences  from  Article  4 — which  read  as 
follows — “That  the  Town  vote  to  create  a  Board  of  Commis¬ 
sioners  for  the  Town  of  Dighton,  Mass.  1.  Composition  of 
Board — The  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  shall  consist  of 
three  (3)  members  to  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Select¬ 
men.’’  These  two  sentences  to  be  replaced  with  this  amend¬ 
ment:  “That  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Se¬ 
lectmen  to  appoint  a  sewer  committee  for  the  Town  of  Digh¬ 
ton,  Mass.  Said  Committee  to  consist  of  3  members.”  Under 
item  2.  Compensation  of  Board  Members,  I  move  to  amend 
item  2  to  read  as  follows :  “Compensation  of  Board  Members — 
Each  member  of  the  Board  shall  receive  an  honoraria  not 
to  exceed  two  hundred  ($200.00)  dollars  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Board  shall  recive  an  honoraria  not  to  exceed  three 
hundred  ($300.00) .  dollars  in  the  first  year,  subsequent  rates 
to  be  set  by  vote  of  the  Town  on  an  annual  basis.  Hand  vote 
Yes  167  No  7. 

Motion  by  David  Rosa  to  table  the  amendment  failed  for 
lack  of  second. 

(4)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Myrna  Adams,  amended  by 
Edward  Santos,  that  the  Town  vote  to  authorize  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  to  appoint  a  sewer  committee  for  the  Town  of 
Dighton,  Mass.  Said  Committee  to  consist  of  3  members.  Each 
member  shall  be  appointed  for  a  term  to  extend  to  the  regular 
Town  Election  to  be  held  in  March,  1980.  At  that  election  the 
voters  shall  elect  three  sewer  commissioners  for  terms  of 
3  years,  2  years  and  1  year  respectively,  the  term  to  be 
determined  by  the  distribution  of  votes.  Thereafter,  each  year 
the  term  of  one  member  of  the  Board  shall  expire  and  elections 
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for  a  3  year  term  in  that  post  shall  be  held.  In  the  event  of 
a  vacancy  occurring  by  reason  of  the  death,  resignation,  re¬ 
moval  from  the  Town  or  otherwise  of  a  member,  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  and  the  remaining  Sewer  Commissioners  shall 
appoint  a  new  member  for  the  balance  of  the  unexpired  term. 
No  person  shall  be  eligible  for  appointment  as  a  member 
unless  he  is  a  registered  and  qualified  voter  of  the  Town  of 
Dighton,  Mass,  nor  shall  any  person  be  eligible  to  serve  as 
a  member  if  he  removes  his  residence  from  the  Town  of 
Dighton,  Mass.  The  members  of  the  Board  shall  annually 
elect  by  majority  vote  a  Chairman  of  the  Board  and  a  Clerk 
of  the  Board.  2.  Compensation  of  Board  Members — Each 
member  of  the  Board  shall  receive  an  honoraria  not  to  exceed 
two  hundred  (200.00)  dollars  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
shall  receive  an  honoraria  not  to  exceed  three  hundred  (300.00) 
dollars  in  the  first  year,  subsequent  rates  to  be  set  by  vote 
of  the  Town  on  an  annual  basis.  3.  General  Grant  of  Powers — 
The  Board  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  vested  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  under 
General  Laws  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to  plan, 
construct,  extend,  enlarge,  reconstruct,  maintain,  equip,  re¬ 
pair  and  operate  the  Town  of  Dighton^s  sj^stem  of  sewers 
and  in  general,  to  have  all  powers  and  authority  usually  con¬ 
ferred  upon  a  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  by  law.  The 
Board  may  adopt  rules  for  the  regulation  of  its  affairs  which 
may  include  establishing  or  amending  rules  and  regulations 
and  conditions  under  which  sewer  service  shall  be  supplied, 
establishing  and  altering  such  rates  of  assessment  and  annual 
charges  or  rents  for  construction,  entering,  maintenance,  and 
operation  of  the  system  of  sewers  as  it  deems  just  and  proper, 
in  conformity  with  the  general  and  special  laws  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth.  The  Board  may  acquire  land  and  obtain  ease¬ 
ments  and  rights  of  way  as  it  deems  necessary  in  connection 
with  the  layout  design,  construction,  extension,  enlargement, 
reconstruction,  maintenance,  repair  and  operation  of  the  Town’s 
system  of  sewers,  and  it  may  enter  into  all  contracts  and 
agreements  necessary  or  incidental  to  the  performance  of  its 
duties  ad  the  execution  of  its  powers.  4.  Sewer  Funds — The 
Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners,  or  a  duly  appointed  authority 
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shall  establish  sewer  assessments  and  sewer  user  charges. 
The  Tax  Assessor  shall  issue  bills  and  the  Tax  Collector  shall 
make  collections  for  all  charges  and  fees,  and  receipts  as  a 
result  of  operation  of  the  sewage  works  in  accordance  with 
this  by-law,  existing  agreements,  and  established  charges 
and  fees.  The  Town  Treasurer  shall  maintain  in  a  separate 
account  all  receipts  and  disbursements  as  a  result  of  operation 
of  the  sewer  system. 

Motion  by  Edward  Santos  to  reconsider  Article  2  ruled 
out  of  order  by  the  Moderator. 

(5)  VOTED:  Motion  by  Edward  Santos  to  table  Article 
5.  Hand  Vote  Yes  201  No  4 

VOTED:  Motion  by  Edward  Santos  to  reconsider  Article 
2.  Hand  Vote  Yes  164  No  51 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  Motion  made  by  William  Ho¬ 
gan  to  move  the  question. 

Hand  Vote  Yes  144  No  0 

(2)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Edward  Santos  that  the  Town 
vote : 

(a)  to  appropriate  $220,000.00  for  the  cost  of  engi¬ 
neering  and/or  architectural  services  for  design  plans  and 
specifications  for  the  construction  of  sewers,  sewage  collection 
systems  and  sewage  treatment  and  disposal  facilities  (Step  2 
of  the  state  and  federally  aided  project)  and  that  to  raise  this 
appropriation,  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Select¬ 
men  is  authorized  to  borrow  $220,000.00  under  General  Laws, 
Chapter  44,  Section  7  (22)  as  amended; 

(b)  to  appropriate  $2,150,555.00  for  the  construction 
of  sewers,  sewage  collection  systems  and  sewage  treatment 
and  disposal  facilities  and  the  engineerng  costs  related  thereto 
and  for  the  lump  sum  payment  of  the  cost  of  a  tie-in  to  such 
services  in  the  City  of  Taunton  (Step  3)  ;  and  that  to  raise 
this  appropriation  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Se¬ 
lectmen  is  authorized  to  borrow  $2,150,555.00  under  General 
Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  8  (15)  as  amended,  and 
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(c)  that  the  Selectmen  are  authorized  to  contract 
for  federal  and  state  aid  which  shall  be  spent  for  the  project, 
provided  that  the  total  authorized  borrowing  shall  be  reduced 
by  the  amount  of  such  aid. 

Hand  Vote  Yes  158  No  44 

VOTED:  Motion  by  Charles  Terry  to  remove  Article  3 
from  the  table. 

(3)  VOTED :  On  motion  of  Charles  Terry  that  the  Town 
vote  to  approve  and  ratify  execution  by  the  Board  of  Select¬ 
men  of  a  contract  with  the  City  of  Taunton,  dated  January 
3,  1979,  entitled  ‘‘Contract  Between  the  City  of  Taunton  and 
the  Town  of  Dighton  for  Joint  Use  of  Taunton's  Water  Pollu¬ 
tion  Control  Facility  and  Sewage  Collection  System,"  and  also 
approve  a  letter  of  assurance  pertaining  to  the  Town’s  adop¬ 
tion  of  (1)  an  industrial  cost  recovery  system  (2)  distribu¬ 
tion  of  operation  and  maintenance  costs  for  pollutant-related 
surcharges  and  (3)  user  charges  acceptable  to  the  Environ¬ 
mental  Protection  Agency  based  on  volume  of  sewerage  and 
pollutant  loads. 

VOTED:  Motion  by  Myrna  Adams  to  remove  Article  5 
from  the  table. 

(5)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Myma  Adams  that  the  Town 
vote  to  approve  to  pay  that  portion  of  the  cost  of  laying  out, 
designing,  construction  and  maintaining  the  Town  of  Digh- 
ton’s  system  of  sewers  as  hereinafter  provided:  Pursuant  to 
the  General  Laws  of  Massachusetts,  Chapter  83,  Section  23. 
One  Quarter  of  the  cost  to  the  Town  of  laying  out,  designing 
and  constructing,  of  sewers  of  said  system  of  sewers  shall  be 
paid  from  sewer  assessments  on  the  properties  on  every 
street  or  way  in  which  said  sewers  are  constructed,  by  a  fixed 
uniform  rate  based  upon  the  average  cost  of  all  the  sewers 
of  said  system,  and  shall  be  made  according  to  the  assessed 
value  of  said  lands  in  such  proportion  as  the  Board  of  Sew^er 
Commissioners  deem  just  and  proper.  The  Annual  cost  of 
maintaining  and  repairing  the  sewers  of  said  system  and  the 
cost  of  treating  the  sewage  from  the  system  shall  be  paid. 
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SO  far  as  may  be,  from  the  annual  charges  which  the  Board 
of  Sewer  Commissioners  may  from  time  to  time  establish  as 
being  just  and  equitable  to  all  the  users  of  the  said  system. 
So  much  of  the  cost  of  laying  out,  designing  and  construction, 
maintaining  and  repairing  of  said  system  of  sewers  and  the 
treating  of  sewage  from  the  system  as  is  not  obtained  by  the 
sewer  assessment  and  annual  charges  herein  before  provided 
for,  and  remains  to  be  paid,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Town  and 
shall  be  raised  by  general  taxation,  provided  that  in  deter¬ 
mining  the  cost  to  the  Town  of  laying  out,  designing  and 
constructing  the  sewer  system,  any  federal  and  state  grants 
received  for  the  purpose  shall  be  deducted  from  the  total  cost 
before  apportionment ;  provided  also  that  the  Town  will  collect 
in  addition  to  the  assessment  and  annual  sewer  use  charge 
from  industrial  users  of  the  system  of  sewers  that  portion  of 
the  Federal  Grants  allocable  to  the  treatment  of  wastes  from 
such  users  pursuant  to  section  204  (b)  of  the  Federal  Water 
Pollution  Control  Act  Amendments  of  1972.  In  the  event  that 
it  becomes  necessary  for  any  costs  normally  paid  by  user 
charges  and  assessments  to  be  paid  by  general  taxation,  the 
Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  shall  impose  a  surcharge  or 
rate  adjustment  in  the  next  billing  period  to  reimburse  the 
General  Fund  for  monies  expended. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:56  P.M. 


The  regular  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  Town  of  Dighton  was  held  at  Tov/n  Hall,  March 
5,  1979  on  warrant  dated  Feb.  21,  1979. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10  A.M.  by  Frank  R. 
Rogers,  Town  Clerk.  The  balloting  was  under  the  supervision 
of  the  following  Election  Officers,  duly  sworn  in  by  Mr.  Rogers : 
Elaine  Varley,  Warden;  Irene  Goulart,  Clerk;  Eleanor  Cum¬ 
mings,  Mary  Katon,  Hazel  Reed,  Alice  Rogers,  Charles  Leon¬ 
ard,  Bernice  Darling,  Helen  Brown,  Judith  Ferry,  Mary  Perry, 
Emily  Pilling,  Alice  Souza  and  Adele  Rose. 
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The  polls  were  closed  at  8  P.M.  The  Total  number  of  votes 
cast  was  1199;  the  ballots  having  been  assorted  and  counted, 
the  result  was  declared  as  follows: 

Selectman  for  Three  Years — David  J.  Woods 
Moderator  for  One  Year — Robert  F.  Ferriera 
Assessor  for  Three  Years — Harold  M.  Mendoza 
Tree  Warden  for  One  Year — Alfred  M.  Perry 

School  Committee  for  Three  Years — 

Wendell  Brechin,  Nicholas  Santore 

Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  Committee  for  Three 
Years — Richard  F.  Simmons 
Planning  Board  for  Five  Years — John  P.  Pelletier 

Trustee  of  Public  Library  for  Three  Years — 

Wilma  Schultz 

Housing  Authority  for  Five  Years — Richard  S.  Briggs 
Housing  Authority  for  Four  Years — Osman  Crotty 


The  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  May  29  and  30,  1979  at 
Town  Hall,  Dighton  was  called  to  order  at  7:30  P.M.  by 
Robert  F.  Ferreira,  Moderator,  with  an  attendance  of  212. 
Checkers  were  Elaine  Varley,  Irene  Goulart,  Mary  Perry  and 
Alice  Souza. 

The  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  flag  was  given.  The  Mod¬ 
erator  asked  for  a  moment  of  silence  for  William  F.  Benevides 
who  passed  away  on  May  29,  1979.  Mr.  Benevides  served  the 
Town  of  Dighton  as  Selectman  for  fifteen  years,  from  March 
5,  1961  to  March,  1966. 

Chairman  Myrna  Adams  recognized  the  following  for 
their  service  to  the  Town: 

Wendell  Brechin — Finance  Committee  3/3/75  to  3/7/79 

Helen  Lawrence — Council  on  Aging  11/17/76  to  2/7/79 

Elliot  Hathaway — Registrar  of  Voters  1948  to  7/1/78 
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Sydney  Smith — Playground  Commissioner  1974  to  7/14/78 

Maynard  F.  Horton — School  Committee  3/2/71  to  3/5/79 

Moderator  Ferreira  read  the  following  resolution: 

'‘Whereas,  Edward  J.  Santos  did  serve  the  Town  as  Se¬ 
lectman  for  seven  years  from  March  6,  1972  to  March  5,  1979 
and  as  Chairman  of  the  Board  from  March  1975  to  March 
1979  and, 

Whereas,  during  that  period  Edward  J.  Santos  did  give 
of  himself  and  his  time,  many  times  at  considerable  cost  to 
his  own  business,  to  meet  the  obligations  and  requirements 
of  the  selectmen’s  position  as  he  believed  them  to  be,  and 

Whereas,  Edward  J.  Santos  did  act  in  behalf  of  the  Town 
of  Dighton  and  its  people  with  dedication  and  devotion,  and 
in  the  best  interest  of  the  Town,  therefore,  be  it  hereby 

Resolved,  that  Edward  J.  Santos  be  recognized  and 
thanked  for  his  efforts  and  accomplishments  as  Selectman 
of  the  Town  of  Dighton  and  that  such  recognition  be  made 
part  of  the  permanent  record  of  the  Town.” 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Myrna  Adams  to  dispense  with 
the  reading  of  the  warrant. 

VOTED :  On  motion  of  Charles  Terry  to  dispense  with  the 
reading  of  the  articles  and  reference  to  them  be  made  by 
number  and  content. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles  Terry  to  consider  ad¬ 
journment  at  11:30  P.M. 

(1)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Myrna  Adams  to  hear  a  re¬ 
port  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  a  statem.ent  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors  regarding  tonight’s  warrant  and  that  the  reports 
of  the  Town  Officials  be  accepted  as  printed  and  published 
in  the  Annual  Town  Report. 

Armand  Gagne,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  re¬ 
ported  that  separate  votes  by  two  thirds  majority  should  be 
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considered  for  Articles  4  and  5  because  of  recently  passed 
Tax  Cap  Legislation.  Article  29  deals  with  Free  Cash  provi¬ 
sion  and  Article  30  with  override  provision  of  the  same 
legislation.  Harold  Mendoza,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  As¬ 
sessors  report  that  if  everything  which  was  approved  was 
acted  upon  favorably  and  state  aid  remains  the  same,  that 
the  Tax  Rate  would  probably  increase  in  the  area  of  $8  or  $9, 
and  if  disapproved  items  were  voted  favorably,  the  rate 
would  increase  between  $17  and  $20. 

(2)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  appoint  all  necessary 
Town  Officers  and  Town  Committees  not  otherwise  provided 
for  by  statute. 

(3)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  John  Burke 
that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $13,282.27  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  defraying  the  cost  of  the  Town's  share  of  the  capital 
expenses  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1980  of  the 
Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  District. 

(4)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  John  Burke  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  $697,827.51  for  the  purpose  of  defraying 
the  cost  of  the  Town’s  share  of  the  operating  expenses  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1980  of  the  Dighton-Rehoboth 
Regional  School  District. 

Hand  Vote  Yes  84  No  20 


(5)  VOTED :  On  motion  of  Myrna  Adams  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  monies  by  item  number. 


Account  Amount 

1.  Interest  on  Loans  51,200.00 

2.  School  Department  1,400,000.00 

(Exceeds  Tax  Cap  by  $25,327.00) 

3.  Public  Library  11,191.00 

4.  Board  of  Selectmen 

As  Amended  23,092.00 

5.  Town  Accountant  14,718.00 


Maker  of  Motion 

Frank  Rogers 
Wallace  Wood 

Charles  Terry 
Armand  Gagne  Am.  by 
George  Ball 

Myrna  Adams 
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6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 


Town  Clerk 
Town  Collector 
Town  Treasurer 
Tax  Title  Account 
Tax  Possessions  Acct. 

Board  of  Assessors 
Finance  Committee 
Election  &  Reg. 

Planning  Board 
Board  of  Appeals 
Town  Office  Account 
Industrial  Commission 
Conservation  Comm. 

Town  Counsel 
Police  Dept.  R  &  Ap. 

Trans.,  Rev.  Share. 

Fire  Department 
As  Amended 
Hydrant  Rental 
Insect  Pest  Control 
Shade  Tree  Account 
Care  of  Town  Elms 
Civil  Defense 
Dog  Officer 
Communications  Center  41,121.00 
Board  of  Health  10,050.00 

Care  of  Landfill  Area  38,603.00 
Highway  Department  144,289.00 
Brush  Control  600.00 

Sidewalk  Maintenance  2,000.00 
Dighton-Berk.  Bridge  1,482.00 
Veterans  Account  25,000.00 
Playground  &  Rec.  8,897.00 
Memorial  Day  Observance  350.00 
Civic  Center  Maintenance  750.00 
County  Retire.  Funds  69,255.00 
Town  Insurance  51,766.00 

Contributory  Grp.  Ins.  47,868.00 
State  Retirement  5,000.00 


14,025.00 

16,866.00 

16,110.00 

1,800.00 

100.00 

35,388.00- 

100.00 

4,175.00 

11,987.00 

400.00 

17,659.00-^^ 

100.00 

350.00 

7,500.00 

70,439.00 

100,000.00 

86,792.00"'** 

1,740.00 

1,000.00 

500.00 

1,800.00 

1,850.00 

5,000.00 


Frank  Rogers 
Frank  Rogers 
Frank  Rogers 
Frank  Rogers 
Frank  Rogers 
Harold  Mendoza 
Armand  Gagne 
Frank  Rogers 
Thomas  Pires 
David  Woods 
Charles  Terry 
David  Woods 
Charles  Terry 
Charles  Terry 

Karl  K.  Spratt,  Jr. 
Joseph  White  Am.  by 
Armand  Gagne 
Joseph  White 
David  Woods 
Charles  Terry 
Myrna  Adams 
Myrna  Adams 
Antone  Katon 
Karl  K.  Spratt,  Jr. 
David  Woods 
Charles  Terry 
Alfred  Perry 
Alfred  Perry 
David  Woods 
Charles  Terry 
Myrna  Adams 
Susan  McGuirk 
Myrna  Adams 
Charles  Terry 
Frank  Rogers 
Doris  B.  Hopkins 
Doris  B.  Hopkins 
David  W oods 
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43.  Council  on  Aging  7,180.00 

44.  Historical  Commission  300.00 

45.  Tuitions  450.00 

46.  Cemeteries — Pub.  Prop.  1,500.00 

47.  Rubbish  Contract  31,800.00 

48.  Town  Office  Bldg.  Acct.  9,604.00 


Myrna  Adams 
Helen  Brown 
David  Woods 
Myrna  Adams 
Charles  Terry 
Myrna  Adams 


*'•‘$300.00  be  set  aside  for  out  of  state  travel. 


"‘^$600.00  be  set  aside  for  out  of  state  travel. 


'^‘•‘"•^Fire  Chief’s  salary  established  at  $3,192.00  for  Fiscal  1980. 


VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  Motion  of  Linwood  Johnson 
to  table  item  4  until  after  Article  6  is  acted  upon. 

VOTED:  Motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  item  21  be 
amended  to  $86,792.00  and  that  the  Fire  Chief’s  salary  be 
established  at  $3,192.00  for  fiscal  1980. 

Hand  Vote  Yes  123  No  40 

Motion  by  Judith  Ferry  to  delete  item  25. 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  Motion  of  Wendell  Brechin  to 
table  Article  6. 

VOTED:  Motion  to  remove  from  the  table  item  4  of 
Article  5. 


VOTED:  Motion  of  Linwood  Johnson  to  table  item  4  of 
Article  5. 


Hand  Vote  Yes  131  No  24 


DEFEATED:  Motion  of  Edward  Pierce  that  Article  7 
be  amended  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  “retain  or  dispose 
of  one  1978  motor  vehicle  as  they  deem  in  the  best  interest 
of  the  Town.” 

(7)  DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  Karl  K.  Spratt,  Jr.  that 
the  Town  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $8,000.00 
for  the  purchase  of  one  (1)  new  motor  vehicle  with  accessories 
and  equipment  for  the  use  of  the  Police  Department,  and  to 
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authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  dispose  of  one  1978  motor 
vehicle  as  a  trade  value  in  the  purchase  of  same. 

An  oral  prsentation  with  the  aid  of  slides  on  the  progress 

of  the  School  Building  Needs  Committee  was  given  by  Chair¬ 
man  Clifford  Wood. 

(8)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Wallace  Wood  to  accept  the 
report  of  the  School  Building  Needs  Committee  as  a  report 
of  progress  and  recommend  the  committee  pursue  study  of 
plan  C. 

DEFEATED :  Motion  of  Charles  Rodrigues  to  table  Arti¬ 
cle  9. 

(9)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Alfred  Perry  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $18,000.00  to  the  Road 
Machinery  Account  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  and  re¬ 
pairing  vehicles  and  equipment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1980. 

(10)  No  Motion  to  raise  and  appropriate  $59,700.00  to 
replace  a  1946  Maxim  Pumper  with  a  new  1,000  GPM  Pumper. 

(11)  DEFEATED:  Motion  by  Myrna  Adams,  amended 
by  Myrna  Adams  that  the  Town  adopt  an  amendment  to  Sec¬ 
tion  6  of  Article  1  of  the  Town  By-Laws  by  adding  after  the 
word  “vote”  the  following  paragraph:  “No  article  having 
once  been  acted  upon  and  disposed  of,  shall  be  re-considered 
at  any  subsequent  Annual  or  Special  Town  Meeting  by  peti¬ 
tion  unless  it  is  petitioned  and  requested  for  a  Special  Town 
Meeting  within  fifteen  (15)  days  from  the  date  upon  which 
it  was  acted.” 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  George  Ball  to  recess  meeting  to 
tomorrow  evening  at  7:30  P.M. 


Recessed  at  11:30  P.M. 
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ADJOURNED  TOWN  MEETING  May  30,  1979 

Meeting  called  to  order  at  7:30  P.M.  by  Moderator,  Robert 
F.  Ferreira  with  attendance  of  114.  Checkers  were  Elaine  Var- 
ley,  Irene  Goulart,  Mary  Perry  and  Alice  Souza.  Pledge  of 
Allegiance  to  the  Flag  was  given. 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Charles  Terry 
to  remove  item  4  of  Article  5  from  the  table. 

VOTED:  On  motion  of  George  Ball  to  decrease  the  ap¬ 
propriation  of  item  4  to  $23,092.00. 

HandVote  Yes  52  No  41 

VOTED :  On  motion  of  Charles  Terry  to  remove  Article  6 
from  the  table. 

(6)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the  sal¬ 
aries  of  the  elected  Town  Officials  as  appropriated  within  the 
Department  Accounts  be  established  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1980. 

Board  of  Assessors: 

Chairman  CMA  $16,788.00 

Member  (2)  each  1,700.00 

Member  (2)  each  1,700.00  3,400.00 

Board  of  Selectmen:  A  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Select¬ 
men  to  receive  $4,800.00;  two  other  Selectmen  to  receive 
$3,800.0  each ;  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  receive  an 
additional  $500.00.  The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
as  a  working  Selectman,  shall  receive  an  additional  $3,300.00 
for  a  total  salary  of  $8,100.00.  However,  upon  his  or  her  death, 
resignation,  retirement,  or  disabling  ill  health  lasting  more 
than  three  months,  such  working  Selectman’s  salary  shall  be 
suspended  and  the  unused  monies  appropriated  therefor  shall 
revert  to  the  General  Fund  of  the  Town. 


Moderator 
Town  Clerk 
Town  Collector 


200.00 

5,000.00 

6,010.00 
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Town  Treasurer 
Planning  Board  Chairman 


5,000.00 

600.00 


Others  (4)  each 
Tree  Warden 


400.00  1,600.00 

100.00 


Hand  Vote  Yes  50  No  45 


VOED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  to  reconsider  item 
4  of  Article  5.  Board  of  Selectmen  Account 

Hand  Vote  Yes  77  No  11 

DEFEATED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  to  amend 
the  appropriation  on  the  Board  of  Selectmen's  Account  to 
$26,392.00  Hand  Vote  Yes  47  No  49 

(12)  DEFEATED:  Motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the 
Town  vote  to  create  the  position  of  Administrative  Assistant 
to  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  said  position  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum 
of  $12,000.00  for  compensation  of  said  position. 

(13)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  David  Woods  that  the  Town 
authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  accept  and  enter  into 
contract  for  the  expenditure  of  any  funds  allotted  or  to  be 
allotted  by  the  Commonwealth  and  or  Federally-aided  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  construction,  reconstruction  and  improvements 
of  Town  Roads. 

(14)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Alfred  Perry  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $20,000.00  for  the  purpose 
of  continuing  the  Highway  Maintenance  program  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1980. 

(15)  DEFEATED:  Motion  of  Karl  K.  Spratt,  Jr.  that 
the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $13,758.78  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  a  ninth  officer  to  the  Police  Department. 

(16)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  David  Woods  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  for  the  purpose 
of  helping  to  defray  the  operating  expenses  of  the  Dighton- 
Berkley  Community  Services  Organization. 
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(17)  VOTED :  On  motion  of  Charles  Terry  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,200.00  for  the  purpose 
of  helping  to  defray  the  operating  expenses  of  the  Rapoza- 
Knott  Post,  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars,  as  provided  by  Chap¬ 
ter  40,  Section  9,  General  Laws. 

(18)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Alfred  Perry  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $38,000.00  for  the  purchase 
of  one  new  front-end  loader  for  the  use  of  the  Highway  De¬ 
partment,  and  to  athorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  dispopse 
of  one  1966  front-end  loader  either  as  a  trade  value  in  the 
purchase  of  same  or  by  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  whichever 
action  proves  to  be  in  the  Town’s  best  interest. 

Hand  Vote  Yes  43  No  42 

(19)  VOTED :  On  motion  of  Myrna  Adams  that  the  Town 
vote  to  appropriate  and  transfer  $678.76,  the  Dog  Tax  Refund, 
to  the  Public  Library  Account. 

DEFEATED :  Motion  of  Wendell  Brechin  to  table  Article 
20.  Hand  Vote  Yes  7  No  55 

(20)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Karl  K.  Spratt,  Jr.  that  the 
Town  vote  to  accept  Section  22D  of  Chapter  40  of  the  General 
Laws  relative  to  the  removal  from  and/or  storage  of  vehicles 
found  parked  or  standing  on  Town  ways  and  the  charges 
which  may  be  imposed  for  such  removal  and/or  storage. 

(21)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Karl  K.  Spratt,  Jr.  that  the 
Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $4,880.00  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  blacktopping  the  driveway  and  parking  area  at  the 
Police  Station. 

(22)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  David  Woods  that  the  Town 
raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $400.00  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1980,  the 
Mosquito  Control  Work  as  estimated  and  certified  to  by  the 
State  Reclamation  Board,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  112,  Acts  of  1931. 
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(23)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Myrna 
Adams  that  the  Town  vote  to  accept  the  following  by-law 
establishing  a  Council  on  Aging  for  the  purpose  of  co¬ 
ordinating  or  carrying  out  programs  of  the  Department  of 
Elder  Affairs  as  provided  for  in  Chapter  40,  Section  8B  of 
the  General  Laws: 

A.  The  Town  shall  have  a  Council  on  Aging  consisting 
of  seven  voters  of  the  Town  appointed  by  the  Select¬ 
men. 

B.  The  terms  of  office  shall  be  tvvo  for  four  years,  two  for 
three  years,  two  for  two  years  and  one  for  one  year, 
and  each  to  serve  until  May  first  of  the  year  of  the 
expiration  of  each  respective  term  of  office  and  until 
such  successor  has  been  appointed  and  duly  certified 
by  the  Town  Clerk.  Thereafter,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  May,  the  Selectmen  shall  appoint  to  the  Council 
for  terms  of  four  years  a  sufficient  number  of  members 
to  fill  the  vacancies  resulting  from  terms  expiring  on 
that  date.  Vacancies  for  unexpired  terms  may  be  filled 
by  the  Selectmen  as  they  occur. 

C.  The  Council  on  Aging  shall  have  all  the  powers  and 
duties  now  or  at  any  time  vested  in  it  by  the  General 
Laws,  (Ter.  Ed.)  Chapter  40,  Section  8B,  as  they  may 
be  amended,  or  by  any  special  act  and  such  other 
powers  and  duties  as  may  be  given  to  it  by  the  Town. 

D.  The  Council  on  Aging  shall,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  law,  choose  its  own  officers  and  establish  such 
rules  as  it  deems  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  its 
business  and  shall  keep  records  of  all  actions  taken 
by  it  and  shall  make  an  Annual  Town  Report. 

(24)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Myrna 
Adams  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$14,000.00  to  establish  and  maintain  a  special  fund  to  be 
known  as  the  unemployment  compensation  fund,  as  provided 
by  Chapter  412  of  the  Acts  of  1978,  to  provide  for  the  antici¬ 
pated  costs  of  funding  reimbursements  to  the  Commonwealth 
for  unemployment  compensation  benefits  under  the  provisions 
of  Chapter  151A. 
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(25)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the 
Town  vote  to  appropriate  and  transfer  the  sum  of  $25,000.00 
from  the  Reserve  Fund  (Overlay  Surplus)  to  the  Reserve 
Account  appropriation,  in  accordance  with  Chapter  40,  Section 
6,  General  Laws. 

(26)  VOTED :  On  motion  of  Doris  Hopkins  that  the  Town 
vote  to  appropriate  and  transfer  $1,475.08  from  Receipts  Re¬ 
served  for  Appropriation — Council  on  Aging  Grant  to  Council 
on  Aging  to  be  used  for  coordinator’s  salary  and  related 
expenses. 

(27)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Frank 
Rogers  that  the  Town  vote  to  rescind  the  authorization  to 
borrow  any  unused  amount  authorized  under  Article  3,  Special 
Town  Meeting,  July  25,  1977,  for  the  engineering  services 
necessary  in  the  preparation  of  a  facilities  plan. 

(28)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Myrna 
Adams  that  the  Town  raise  and  appropriate  $194.36  to  pay 
prior  years  bills. 

(29)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Armand 
Gagne  that  the  Town  vote  to  instruct  the  Board  of  Assessors 
to  use  $160,0000.00  of  available  Free  Cash  for  the  reduction 
of  taxes  and  that  $39,664.28  of  Free  Cash  be  exempt  from  the 
provisions  of  Section  12A  of  Chapter  151  of  the  Acts  of  1979 
and  such  exempt  Free  Cash  not  be  utilized  for  the  purpose 
of  reducing  the  property  tax  levy  for  fiscal  year  1980. 

Moderator  declared  a  recess  at  9:55  P.M.  prior  to  taking 
up  Article  30. 

Meeting  called  back  to  order  at  10:00  P.M. 

(30)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Armand 
Gagne  that  the  Town  move  to  approve  the  appropriation  and 
individual  budgets  of  $3,230,184.98  previously  approved  at  this 
meeting  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  1979. 
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(31)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  David  Woods  that  the  Town 
vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen  to  sell  at  Public  Auction  or  Private  Sale,  all 
properties  which  the  Town  has  legally  acquired  by  Tax  Title. 

(32)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Charles  Terry  that  the  Town 
vote  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Finance  Committee,  to  dispose  of  used  ma¬ 
terials  returned  to  them  by  sale  at  Public  Auction. 

(33)  VOTED :  On  motion  of  Frank  Rogers  that  the  Town 
vote  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  1, 
1979  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws, 
Chapter  14,  Section  4,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor, 
payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as 
may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance 
with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 

DEFEATED:  Motion  of  Henry  Bennett  to  reconsider 
Article  6. 

Hand  Vote  Yes  30  No  40 

VOTED:  On  ‘motion  of  John  Harris  that  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  be  instructed  to  appoint  a  committee  to  study  the 
feasibility  and  expense  of  a  canine  unit  for  use  in  the  Town 
of  Dighton. 

The  Moderator  announced  the  Finance  Committee  for 
1979-1980  as  follows:  Armand  Gagne,  Charles  Rodrigues, 
Ernest  Atwood  H,  Gary  Hartley,  William  Hubbard,  William 
Rasmussen  and  Franklin  Whittle. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:36  P.M. 
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SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING,  JUNE  27,  1979 


The  Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7 :30 
by  Robert  Ferreira,  Moderator.  Checkers  were  Alice  Souza 
and  Mary  Perry.  The  Pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  flag  was 
given. 

VOTED:  To  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant. 

VOTED:  To  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  Articles 
and  reference  to  them  be  made  by  number  and  content. 

(1)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Charles 
Terry,  amended  by  Richard  Wood,  amended  by  Wendell  Brech¬ 
in  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  and  transfer  from 
available  funds  in  the  Treasury  the  sum  of  $9,967.93  for  the 
completion  of  the  tennis  courts,  including  blacktopping,  light¬ 
ing  and  fencing  and  that  said  funds  be  transferred  as  follows : 

3,500.00  from  the  FY  1979  Playground  &  Recreation 
budget 

22.00  operational  plan — Landfill  Acct. 

23.92  Williams  Street  Landtaking  Account 

42.84  School  Needs  Study  Acct. 

310.86  Maint.  &  Improvement  of  Recreation  Bldg.  Acct. 

1,200.00  Dighton  Day  Acct. 

433.44  Fire  Radio  Acct. 

32.50  Base  Radio  Acct. 

592.10  Police  Cruisers  Acct. 

164.95  Air  Conditioners — Police  Station  Acct. 

78.00  Sander  Acct. 

733.99  Tractor  with  mower  Acct. 

500.00  Audit  Account 

2,150.00  Engineering  Study  of  Pollution  of  Three  Mile 
River 

183.33  Bal.  of  FY  '79  appropriation — Shade  Tree  Acct. 

(2)  No  Motion 


(3)  No  Motion 
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(4)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Myrna 
Adams  that  the  Town  vote  to  amend  Article  1,  Section  2  of 
the  Town  By-Laws  by  deleting  and  inserting  the  following 
new  section  in  its  place:  “Section  2.  Ail  warrants  for  town 
meetings  shall  be  served  by  posting  an  attested  copy  thereof 
at  each  of  the  post  offices,  at  the  Town  Hall  and  at  three 
other  public  places  at  least  seven  days  before  the  annual 
meeting  and  at  least  fourteen  days  before  any  special  meeting. 
Notice  of  town  meetings  shall  be  published  in  two  or  more 
local  newspapers  at  least  seven  days  prior  to  the  holding  of 
said  meeting.’’ 

(5)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  David 
Woods  that  the  Town  vote  to  adopt  the  following  by-law,  enti¬ 
tled  “Number  of  Motor  Vehicle  Junkyards”:  The  Number  of 
Class  3  Motor  Vehicle  Junk  Licenses  to  be  allowed  in  the  Town 
of  Dighton  shall  be  limited  as  follows:  One  license  for  each 
2500  population,  or  fraction  thereof,  but  not  to  exclude  any 
Class  III  licenses  which  may  be  in  existence  or  in  process  of 
being  reviewed  for  possible  granting  at  the  date  of  acceptance 
by  Town  Meeting  of  this  By-Law.” 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:15  P.M. 


SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING,  DEC.  19,  1979,  JR.  HIGH 

The  Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8 : 00  P.M. 
by  Moderator  Robert  Ferreira.  Salute  to  the  flag  was  given. 

VOTED:  To  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  Warrant. 

VOTED:  To  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  Articles 
and  reference  to  them  to  be  made  by  number  and  content. 

(1)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Wallace  Wood  that  the  Town 
vote  to  appropriate  and  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of 
$10,000.00  (ten  thousand  dollars)  for  the  purpose  of  funding 
the  Dighton  School  Department  Cafeteria  Account. 
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(2)  VOTED:  On  motion  by  Charles  Terry  amended  by 
Stephen  Proc  that  the  Town  vote  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
$40,000.0  (forty  thousand  dollars)  for  acquiring  and  modify¬ 
ing  (preparing)  a  parcel  of  land  which  abuts  the  southerly 
boundary  of  the  Sanitary  Landfill  site  on  Tremont  Street  and 
lies  on  the  easterly  side  of  Middle  Street  and  comprises  ap¬ 
proximately  60  acres,  more  fully  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  two  stone  walls  570  feet 
Southeasterly  from  the  Easterly  line  of  Middle  Street  and 
on  the  existing  boundary  between  the  land  of  William 
and  Mary  Corey  and  that  of  the  Town  of  Dighton ;  thence 
by  land  of  the  Town  of  Dighton  and  land  of  Raul  and 
Rose  Silva  by  a  wall  S.  65  feet  E  2,792  feet  more  or  less 
to  a  corner  and  land  of  Manuel  and  Bella  Ferreira ;  thence 
by  a  wall  and  land  of  said  Ferreira  S.  34  °  55'  W.  852  feet 
more  or  less  to  a  corner;  thence,  N.  65°  W.  by  a  wall 
and  land  of  John  and  Elsie  Evangelho  and  land  of  Richard 
and  Sandra  Ferreira  2,404  feet  more  or  less  to  a  corner 
and  land  of  Manuel  Torres ;  thence  by  land  of  said  Torres 
and  said  William  and  Mary  Corey  N.  10°  05'  E.  870  feet 
more  or  less  by  a  wall  to  the  point  of  beginning. 

that  to  meet  this  appropriation  the  following  transfers  be 
made: 

From  Article  29,  Annual  Town  Meeting  of  1977 

(Engineering  for  Landfill  Site  Account)  $17,050.00 
From  Overlay  Surplus  $22,950.00 

and  that  a  300  ft.  wooded  buffer  shall  be  maintained  along 
all  boundaries  except  where  abutting  present  landfill  if  and 
when  used  as  a  landfill. 

Amendment  Vote  Yes  32  No  16 
Vote  Yes  34  No  16 

(3)  Motion  by  Alfred  Perry  that  the  Town  vote  to 
appropriate  and  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $9,500.00 
(nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars)  for  replacing  the  boiler 
and/or  heating  system  in  the  Highway  garage  and  that  of 
this  sum  an  amount  be  used  for  developing  bid  specifications 
for  this  project. 
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(4)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY :  On  motion  of  David  Woods 
that  the  Town  appropriate  and  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the 
sum  of  $195.54  to  pay  prior  years’  bills. 

(5)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Armand  Gagne  that  the  Town 
vote  to  transfer  from  Free  Cash  the  sum  of  $3,300.00  (three 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars)  for  the  operating  budget  for 
the  Selectmen’s  department  per  request  of  the  Dighton  Fi¬ 
nance  Committee. 

(6)  VOTED:  On  motion  of  Paul  Joly  to  table. 

Motion  that  the  Town  vote  on  a  request  by  the  Dighton 
Planning  Board  to  return  to  Mr.  George  Gray,  319  Tre- 
mont  Street,  a  cul-de-sac  given  to  the  Town  by  Mr.  Gray 
on  January  14,  1974,  and  defined  in  the  definitive  sub¬ 
division  plan  known  as  South  Glen  Estates,  dated  Novem¬ 
ber  1968,  and  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  on  June 
18,  1969.  TABLED. 

(7)  VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  On  motion  of  Myrna  Ad¬ 
ams  that  the  Town  vote  to  place  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Playground  Commission  the  following  properties: 

1.  The  Tennis  Courts  constructed  on  Town  property  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  Police  Station  on  Somerset  Ave.  and  to 
require  the  Selectmen  to  establish  the  meters  and 
bounds  of  same  to  be  made  part  of  the  record  to  be 
filed  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

(2)  The  public  playground  located  on  School  Street. 

(3)  The  public  playground  located  on  School  Lane. 

Meeting  adjourned  9:15  P.M. 


Attest : 

FRANK  R.  ROGERS, 

Town  Clerk 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DIGHTON— 1979 


Date  Name  Parents 

JANUARY 

10  Alicia  Anne  Brillo  Daniel  A.  &  Arleen  R.  Pimenta  Brillo 

19  Jared  Christopher  Pierce  Wilfred  W.  &  Cheryl  Ann  Stock  Pierce 
19  Christine  Elizabeth  Cartin  John  T.  &  Jerilyn  M.  Atwood  Cartin 


FEBRUARY 

8  Bryan  Christopher  Pacheco 

8  Richard  Francis  Rose 
10  Jennifer  Nicole  Stevens 

10  Matthew  David  Atwood 
17  Danielle  Reese  Caruolo 

22  Aaron  Dane  Hersey 

MARCH 

5  Ian  Scott  Crawford 
20  Jennifer  Ann  Holt 
28  Jedediah  Herbert  James 

APRIL 

4  Justin  Evrich  Galusha 

5  Mathew  Richard  Booth 
19  Jason  John  D’Agata 

23  Aaron  Michael  Mosher 

24  Jarett  George-William 

Mendoza 

MAY 

1  Joseph  Anthony  Rezendes, 
Jr. 

3  Melissa  Marie  Plasse 

11  Melissa  Marie  Wapenski 

15  Eric  Robert  Fisher 

23  Justin  Belliveau 

24  Gerard  Alexander 

Dumoulin,  Jr. 

27  Lynn  Marie  DeLongchamsp 
JUNE 

5  Russell  Bradford  Rothwell 

11  Brooke  Marie  Latimer 
Sylvester 

13  Stefanie  Elizabeth  Amgott 
23  Allyson  Marie  Osso 
30  Christopher  David  Adams 


Alexander  A.  &  Mary  Ann  Medeiros 
Pacheco 

Gary  T.  &  Kathleen  A.  Bodessa  Rose 
Jeffrey  S.  &  Carol  A.  Rose  Stevens 
David  D.  &  Paula  Gooch  Atwood 
Michael  A.  &  Susan  M.  Reese  Caruolo 
Daniel  J.  &  Jody  H.  Bell  Hersey 


John  H.  &  Marilyn  Medeiros  Crawford 
Geoffrey  A.  &  Pamela  A.  Conlon  Holt 
Russell  G.  &  Nancy  L.  Berwick  James 


Glenn  R.  &  Bette  L.  Medeiros  Galusha 
Mahlon  S.  &  Laurie  J.  Dubois  Booth 
John  J.  &  Kathryn  L.  Maccarone 
D’Agata 

James  L.  &  Carolyn  Booth  Mosher 
Francis  J.  &  Pamela  A.  Caras 
Mendoza 


Joseph  A.  &  Donna  Lynne  Rego 
Rezendes 

Jean  P.  &  Virginia  Marie.  Hanna 
Plasse 

Paul  S.  &  Arlene  M.  Desrosiers 
Wapenski 

Roy  T.  &  Cynthia  M.  Briggs  Fisher 

Raymond  &  Mary  E.  Bettencourt 
Belliyeau 

Gerard  A.  &  Marjorie  A.  Mosher 
Dumoulin 

Robert  E.  &  Cheryl  A.  Souza 
DeLongchamps 

Russell  E.  &  Cynthia  A.  V/eaver 
Rothwell 

Carl  C.  &  Debra  J.  Steele  Sylvester 

Gordon  L.  &  Vicki  L.  Lerner  Amgott 

John  A.  &  Adeline  J.  Alves  Osso 

David  D.  &  Particia  A.  Meyer  Adams 
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JULY 

1  Devon  Lynn  Neely 
1  Gregg  Joseph  Araujo 

13  Joseph  Scott  Carpenter 
26  Nadine  Ann  Castonguay 

AUGUST 

5  Joshua  Michael  Campos 

10  Ryan  Jules  Fleming 

13  Sarah  Ann  Smith 
24  Jason  Andrew  Bacon 

SEPTEMBER 

11  Lianne  Heywood 

23  Jessica  Ann  Ventura 
OCTOBER 

3  Lynn  Marie  Moody 

20  Albert  Manuel  Soares 

21  Jacob  Scott  Ferrie 
21  Tyler  David  Silvia 

NOVEMBER 

3  Eric  James  Cordell 
7  Dennis  George  Daniel 

19  Eric  Clyde  Babbitt 

20  Nicole  Rae  Hebert 


DECEMBER 

1  Tyla  Brie  Staples 
3  Michelle  Ann  LaMarre 
10  Jonathan  Robert  Perreault 
14  Tracy  Lyn  Grandmont 


David  R.  &  Janice  Litaway  Neely 
Joseph  G.  &  Sharon  H.  Malaguti 
Araujo 

Dana  S.  &  Norma  J.  Fusco  Carpenter 
Ronald  J.  &  Mary  Francisca  Dean 
Castonguay 

Vasco  M.  &  Tracey  J.  Woodward 
Campos 

William  G.  &  Patricia  E.  Hayden 
Fleming 

Timothy  E.  &  Susan  Almeida  Smith 
Alan  &  Sarah  J.  Torrey  Bacon 


Peter  A.  &  Karen  E.  Guillemette  - 
Heywood 

Paul  J.  &  Cheryl  L.  Costa  Ventura 


Nathaniel  E.  &  Karen  M.  Pacheco 
Moody  III 

Antonio  F.  &  Maria  A.  Pontes  Soares 
Jeffrey  D.  &  Marlene  Lapre  Ferrie 
David  J.  &  Veronica  M.  Costa  Silvia 


Patrick  J.  &  Carol  E.  Payne  Cordell 
Stephen  G.  &  Margaret  E.  Rose  Daniel 
Clyde  R.  &  Mary  S.  Rocha  Babbitt 
Vincent  F.  &  Catherine  A.  Gurney 
Hebert,  Jr. 


Dean  B.  &  Robin  M.  Quintin  Staples 
Roger  &  Lynn  M.  Welch  LaMarre 
Robert  W.  &  Donna  J.  Caron  Perreault 
Roland  &  Janet  R.  Courcy  Grandmont 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DIGHTON— 1979 


Date  Name 
JANUARY 

7  Robert  Shepard  of  Tiverton,  R.I.  and  Joan  Shepard  of 
Tiverton,  R.I. 

12  Bruce  A.  Malguti  of  Dighton  and  Lori  McGee  of  Reho- 
both 

26  Stephen  J.  Maltese  of  Swansea  and  Lois  E.  Borowick 
of  E.  Prov.,  R.I. 

28  Warren  G.  Jones  of  Dighton  and  Muriel  A.  Carey  of 
Dighton 

FEBRUARY 

3  Robert  C.  Cabral  of  Fall  River  and  Suzanne  M.  O’Neill 
of  Fall  River 

3  Brian  C.  Severino  of  Taunton  and  Linda  J.  Wyatt  of 
Taunton 

16  Charles  H.  Johnson  of  Shannock,  R.I.  and  Barbara  A. 
Swanson  of  Shannock,  R.I. 

17  Kenneth  S.  Machado  of  Prov.,  R.I.  and  Linda  Ann  Gagne 
of  Dighton 

17  Calvin  L.  Seitler  of  Prov.,  R.I.  and  Karen  L.  Kaighn 
of  Haddonfield,  N.J. 

17  Ronald  R.  Corey  of  Somerset  and  Donna  M.  DeCosta 
of  Dighton 

17  Russell  E.  Lee  of  Taunton  and  Jean  L.  Collis  of  Dighton 
MARCH 

10  Robert  A.  Ferreira  of  Taunton  and  Diane  L.  Schuele 
(Trow)  of  Taunton 

30  Jeffrey  J.  Archer  of  Rehoboth  and  Maryann  Costa  of 
Dighton 

31  Peter  A.  Hey  wood  of  Dighton  and  Karen  Guillemette 
of  Dighton 
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APRIL 

6  Paul  J.  Latour  of  Fall  River  and  Ada  Araujo  of  Fall 
River 

6  Dean  E.  Hosford  of  Warwick,  R.I.  and  Mary  McBridge 
of  Attleboro 

6  Richard  Santos  of  Dighton  and  Sheila  Ducharme  of  E. 
Taunton 

7  Alfred  L.  Mayo,  Jr.  of  Fall  River  and  Cathey  S.  Bisson 
of  Swansea 

7  Dennis  P.  Ferreira  of  Somerset  and  Nancy  J.  Suspiro 
of  Somerset 

7  Alfred  A.  DeCosta  of  Fall  River  annd  Colleen  A.  Copley 
of  Dighton 

14  James  R.  Allen  of  Seekonk  and  Cheryl  E.  Botelho  of 
Seekonk 

28  Alan  DeCastro  of  Taunton  and  Cecelia  Doughtery  of 
Dighton 

30  Thomas  Robinson,  Jr.  of  Taunton  and  Janet  Plummer 
of  Taunton 

MAY 

4  James  H.  Wray,  Jr.  of  Somerset  and  Margaret  Sapp 
(Silvia)  of  Somerset 

11  Gary  S.  Jennings  of  Fall  River  and  Denise  A.  Blanchette 
of  Fall  River 

15  Robert  Ohler  of  Taunton  and  Eileen  Rego  of  Taunton 

18  Michael  Ferreira  of  Taunton  and  Linda  Arieta  of  Taun¬ 
ton 

19  Tommy  L.  Gendron  of  Rehoboth  and  Margaret  Corri- 
veau  of  Dighton 

25  Joseph  M.  Ferreira  of  Fall  River  and  Lorraine  Briand 
of  Fall  River 

26  Vincent  F.  Hebert  of  Dighton  and  Catherine  A.  Gurney 
of  Taunton 

26  Mark  Thomas  Custadio  of  Fall  River  and  Eva  Talia 
Araujo  of  Fall  River 

27  David  L.  Tweedy  of  Dighton  and  Annette  Palmer  of 
Dighton 
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JUNE 

1  Daniel  D.  Ferreira  of  Somerset  and  Mary  T.  Ferreira 
of  Somerset 

2  Norman  Biello  of  Fall  River  and  Ada  Araujo  of  Fall 
River 

2  Robert  J.  Riggillo  of  Raynham  and  Susan  J.  Horton  of 
Rehoboth 

23  Peter  U.  Vandale  III  of  Webster  and  Linda  A.  Haskins 
of  Dighton 

23  Charles  A.  Collis  of  Taunton  and  Elfriede  A.  Anderson 
(Kuchenbour)  of  Dighton 

30  Paul  A.  Rodrigues  of  Fall  River  and  Donna  Courchaine 
of  Fall  River 

30  Karl  A.  Medeiros  of  Dighton  and  Meridith  L.  Farns¬ 
worth  of  Rehoboth 

30  Louis  A.  Correia  of  Taunton  and  Elizabeth  A.  Santore 
of  Dighton 

30  David  M.  Silvia  of  Dighton  and  Anne  L.  Ledwell  of 
Whitman 

JULY 

1  Antone  R.  Tarvis  of  Berkley  and  Lucille  Duquette  of 
Berkley 

4  J.  Michael  Higgins  of  Fall  River  and  Pamela  J.  Bahosh 
of  Fall  River 

7  William  J.  Kelley  of  Dighton  and  Sandra  J.  Briggs  of 
Berkley 

11  John  J.  Gillooly  of  Dighton  and  Alice  J.  Sullivan  of 
Fall  River 

14  Robert  Viveiros  of  Dighton  and  Kathleen  Andrews  of 
Dighton 

14  Chester  Bala  of  Westfield  and  Anita  M.  Ferreira  of 
Dighton 

16  Yvon  Marc  Cournoyer  of  Pawtucket,  R.I.  and  Lorraine 
Mahoney  of  Fall  River 

16  Hector  A.  Clement  of  Fall  River  and  Muriel  R.  Newman 
of  Fall  River 
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20  K0nn6th  Anthony  of  Fall  Rivor  and  CharlGGn  AlGxandGr 
of  Fall  RivGr 

21  Robort  J.  Dorosia  of  Fall  Rivor  and  Shirloy  A.  Camp- 
boll  (Modoiros)  of  Fall  Rivor 

21  MichaGl  Gagno  of  Taunton  and  Roborta  Chappoll  of 
Taunton 

AUGUST 

3  Frank  A.  Morris,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Choryl  A.  Kaszyk 
of  Dighton 

13  Richard  P.  Forroira  of  Taunton  and  Janot  Mason  of 
Easton 

17  Robort  J.  Francis,  Jr.  of  Edgartown  and  Anncmarie 
Simmons  of  Edgartown 

23  Joseph  Carlos,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Judi  Wallace  of  Berk¬ 
ley 

25  Michael  Morgado  of  Somerset  and  Debra  Morris  of 
Somerset 

SEPTEMBER 

1  Peter  A.  Kopcych  of  Berkley  and  Wanda  M.  Belcher 
of  Berkley 

7  Joseph  Dwyer  O’Connell  of  Dighton  and  Bernice  Anne 
Rose  of  Dighton 

15  Roger  Lamarre,  Jr.  of  Rehoboth  and  Lynn  'M.  Welch 
of  Dighton 

15  Chester  Bento  of  Taunton  and  Christine  Ribeiro  of 
Taunton 

22  David  Foster  of  Taunton  and  Stasia  Melones  of  Taun¬ 
ton 

29  Robert  DeMello  of  Taunton  and  Nancy  Holbrook  of 
Dighton 

29  Manuel  George  Perry,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Rosina  Bar- 
letta  of  Roslindale 

29  David  W.  Flint  of  Assonet  and  Corrine  Ann  Hudson 
of  Taunton 
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OCTOBER 

6  Paul  Theonlos  of  Way  land  and  Beth  A.  Berube  of 
Dighton 

6  Raymond  Perry  of  Middletown,  R.I.  and  Virginia  Gou- 
veia  of  Somerset 

12  Leo  Lapointe  of  Dighton  and  Lorraine  Gagne  of  Som¬ 
erset 

13  Arthur  A.  Gareau  of  Rehoboth  and  Debra  A.  Moore  of 
Rehoboth  . 

26  William  J.  Perry  of  Dighton  and  Melissa  R.  Crawford 
of  Dighton 

NOVEMBER 

3  Alan  J.  Murphy  of  Dighton  and  Susan  F.  Dunham  of 
Dighton 

23  Bernard  A.  Simons,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Janet  M.  Stro- 
zina  of  Dighton 

DECEMBER 

8  Robert  K.  Cummings  of  Dighton  and  Shari  A.  Blatt 
of  Florida 

8  William  W.  Belanger  of  Dighton  and  Geraldine  A. 
Teixeira  of  Dighton 

14  Brian  D.  Fleck  of  Dighton  and  Jeanne  Palmigiano  of 
Brockton 

22  Robert  Louise  Mooney  of  Middleboro  and  Barbara  Ann 
Arruda  of  Middleboro 

22  Wendell  B.  Frost  of  Taunton  and  Catherine  Urbanski 
of  Taunton 

23  Jose  DaRosa  of  Taunton  and  Gelsemina  Jorge  of  Taun¬ 
ton 

29  Augustine  J.  Bucci,  Jr.  of  Fall  River  and  Maxine  C. 
Schenker  of  Fall  River 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DIGHTON— 1979 


Date  Name 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

Days 

JANUARY 

25  Madeline  W.  (Babbitt)  Babbitt 

76 

11 

14 

FEBRUARY 

16  Alfrena  (Mattes)  Bettencourt 

76 

10 

14 

22  Amalia  (Knudsen)  Bensen 

94 

10 

14 

MARCH 

3  John  Allessandro  D’Errico 

60 

— 

— 

14  Flora  L.  Madden 

89 

10 

13 

19  Walter  Irving  Colby  Kingsley 

77 

2 

4 

APRIL 

2  Marion  Elaine  (Reinhagen)  Harrison  55 

1 

9 

18  Lawrence  J.  Mendoza 

60 

2 

25 

20  Ingrid  (Perrson)  Swanson 

105 

— 

— 

23  Mabel  Abrain 

70 

8 

8 

MAY 

29  William  Francis  Benevides 

70 

'  4 

1 

JUNE 

2  Cora  S.  (Bliss)  Barry 

83 

3 

11 

18  Mary  anna  La  Valle 

80 

7 

18 

20  Adeline  Ferreira 

73 

JULY 

12  Gloria  Sousa  (Craveira)  Silva 

70 

9 

2 

15  Frederick  A.  Borden 

73 

11 

21 

17  Thomas  Kilgour  Webster,  Sr. 

67 

10 

7 

22  Neeltje  (Van  Pelt)  Paulsen 

47 

5 

15 

80 
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AUGUST 


2  Lillian  J.  (McAree)  Wilson 

94 

6 

19 

2  Carolina  (Martin)  Martin 

83 

7 

3 

20  Elizabeth  (Ault)  Somerville 

78 

10 

29 

24  Mary  (Rose)  Dutra 

83 

7 

24 

31  Allison  Rufus  Macomber,  Jr. 

63 

1 

25 

SEPTEMBER 

4  Ronald  Braun 

20 

8 

11 

5  Frances  (Boldyga)  Gadoniska 

91 

5 

4 

6  Mary  (Paiva)  Mello 

83 

5 

24 

9  Billie  Leverne  McRoy 

57 

1' 

25 

12  Manuel  Barboza 

73 

1 

6 

29  Fred  Smith 

45 

3 

25 

30  Russell  Evans  Pidgeon 

72 

4 

15 

30  Marjorie  (Kingsley)  Walker 

84 

1 

— 

OCTOBER 

12  Bernice  M.  Hogan  (Andrews) 

60 

11 

27 

21  Joseph  Bell 

92 

2 

17 

NOVEMBER 

5  Fred  Edward  Rebello 

65 

7 

24 

15  Sarah  Smith 

3 

2 

22  Delmar  R.  Neumyer 

40 

6 

18 

DECEMBER 

1  Charlotte  Ethel  Easterbrooks 

(Atherton) 

73 

10 

8 

25  Edith  Marie  Kennedy  (Ellison) 

68 

9 

10 

29  Sr.  Zenaide  Raymond 

91 

3 

20 

29  Helen  Boyden  (Delhanty) 

87 

4 

9 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

Mr.  Harlan  Horton  mowed  the  Cemeteries  again  this  year. 


Extra  work  trimming  of  grass  and  brush  was  done  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  Town  Cemetery,  Elm  Street,  Riverside  Ave. 
and  Brick  Church  Cemetery  Center  Street.  Stones  were  also 
repaired,  but  mostly  in  the  Brick  Church  Cemetery. 


We  believe  that  the  town  Citizens  will  agree  that  an  ex¬ 
cellent  job  has  been  done,  and  the  interest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harlan  Horton  goes  beyond  the  call  of  duty  and  monetary 
reinbursement. 


ELAINE  VARLEY,  Clerk 
HELEN  A.  BROWN 
ARTHUR  MORTON 


Cemetery  Commissioners 
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JURORS  DRAWN  IN  1979 


January  10,  1979 

William  P.  Campos,  1118  Cedarwood  Circle,  Auditor 
Norma  Masciarelli,  1376  Somerset  Avenue,  Homemaker 
Charles  A.  E.  Sears,  Jr.,  2440  Wellington  St.,  Retired 
Peter  A.  Michalenka,  1220  Smith  St.,  Programmer  Analyst 

February  14,  1979 

Paul  B.  Lassen,  2158  Pleasant  St.,  Auto  Dealer 
Dorothy  O’Connor,  641  School  Street,  Retired 
Jean  Boyden,  241  Bedford  St.,  Principal  Clerk 

March  14,  1979 

Mae  Christianson,  2060  Chestnut  St.,  At  Home 
Edward  Watson,  2407  Chestnut  St.,  Locomotive  Engineer 
Richard  Rodier,  236  Bedford  St.,  Leadman 
John  Cassidy,  2298  Pleasant  St.,  Retired 
John  Cobb,  481  Main  St.,  Retired 

March  28,  1979 

Ann  P.  Collins,  205  Baylies  St.,  Prod.  Tester  Inspector 
Howell  S.  Carr,  2666  Elm  St.,  School  Bus  Driver 

April  18,  1979 

David  Hjerpe,  1604  Wellington  St.,  Engineering  Superv. 
Caryle  Stonstrom,  1792  Horton  St.,  Housewife 
Ralph  Moschella,  2343  Chestnut  St.,  Senior  Buyer 
Mary  Costa,  1841  Elm  St.,  Housewife 

May  9,  1979 

Adelaide  Marques,  2199  Purchase  St.,  Jr.  Clerk 
Mary  L.  Bennett,  1688  Elm  St.,  At  Home 
Inez  Hartley,  -63  Forest  St.,  Accounts  Payable 
Carol  Bosse,  263  Walker  St.,  Bookkeeper 
Elizabeth  Buchanan,  215  Chase  St.,  Clerk 
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June  20,  1979 

Margaret  McKim,  966  Main  St.,  Localizer 

Raul  Silva,  1098  Tremont  St.,  Farm  Flower  Grower 

Edith  Harwood,  181  Winter  St.,  Housewife 

July  11,  1979 

William  Ashcroft,  713  Spring  St.,  Leadman 

Richard  E.  Holbrook,  237  Baylies  St.,  Acc’tant  Controller 

August  15,  1979 

John  P.  Digits,  Jr.,  252  Gray  Terrace,  Public  Admin’trator 
David  J.  Long,  229  Forest  Street,  Insurance  Salesman 

September  19,  1979 

Bernadette  Furtado,  420  Forest  St.,  Packer 
Kenneth  Rhines,  316  Main  St.,  Supr.  Trainee 
Dorothy  Nader,  1318  Rebecca  Rd.,  Coordinator 
Ella  Rasmussen,  351  Lincoln  Avenue,  Credit  Processor 

October  10,  1979 

Elvira  Levinson,  269  Walker  St.,  Housewife 
John  Silva,  693  Center  St.,  Retired 
Anna  Mae  Rose,  505  Center  St.,  Housewife 

November  7,  1979 

Carol  Rebello,  3230  Millers  Lane,  Housewife 
John  Mello,  165  Forest  St.,  Unemployed 

November  14,  1979 

David  Rosa,  1865  Williams  St.,  Service  Station  Operator 

December  19,  1979 

Jean  Gracia,  1446  Pine  St.,  Supervisor 
Joyce  Donavan,  2359  Horton  St.,  Unemployed 
Lester  Lassen,  2168  Pleasant  St.,  Retired 
Anita  Lopes,  1449  Pine  St.,  Housewife 
Carol  Pimento,  1381  Pine  St.,  At  Home 
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PERMITS  AND  LICENSES  ISSUED  IN  1979 


The  following  permits  were  issued  by  the  Board  of  Se¬ 
lectmen  : 


Woodstoves 

93 

Plumbing  Permits 

62 

New  Houses 

14 

Sanitation  Permits 

31 

Garages 

9 

Sausage  Permit 

1 

Swimming  Pools 

10 

Garbage  Permit 

1 

Miscellaneous 

65 

Rubbish  Permit 

1 

Additions  &  Alterations 

30 

Gas  Storage  Permit 

3 

Demolishing 

6 

Electrical  Permits 

54 

Gravel  Permits 

7 

Disposal  Work 

Installer  Permit 

16 

The  following  licenses  were 

issued: 

Common  Victualler 

4 

Common  Victualler  (food)  7 

Retail  Package  Store 

2 

Oyster  Privilege 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Licenses : 

Wine  &  Malt 

1 

Class  I 

1 

Temporary  Beer  &  Wine 

32 

Class  II 

10 

Lord’s  Day  Sale 

8 

Class  III 

4 

Lord’s  Day 

Denatured  Alcohol 

5 

Entertainment 

38 

Auctioneer 

4 

Oleomargarine 

2 

Food  Service 

Milk,  Store 

5 

Establishment 

35 

Milk,  Vehicle 

3 

Camps,  Cabins,  Motels 

1 

Junk  Collector 

1 

Permission  to  conduct  dog  racing  was  issued  to  the  Taun¬ 
ton  Greyhound  Association,  Inc.  for  August  14,  1979  through 
December  20,  1979,  which  included  180  matinees ;  to  Rehoboth 
Fair,  Inc.  from  August  25,  1979  through  September  3,  1979. 

Permission  was  issued  to  Frohman  Anderson  to  conduct 
Auto  Cross  Time  Trials  at  the  former  Nike  Site,  Sharp’s  Lot 
Road  on  seen  (7)  Sundays  during  the  year  1979. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELEANOR  N.  DUPONT, 

Secretary  to  the  Board 
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REPORT  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
1979. 

Arrests:  Protective  Custody  8;  Malicious  Destruction  of 
Personal  Property  1 ;  Operating  Under  the  Influence  24 ;  Oper¬ 
ating  Recklessly  1;  Default  Warrants  5;  Possession  of  Alco¬ 
holic  Beverages  while  underage  5;  Operating  to  Endanger  3; 
Disturbing  the  Peace  2;  Assault  and  Battery  2;  Disorderly 
Person  1 ;  B/E  in  the  Night  time  8 ;  B/E  in  the  Day  time  1 ; 
Using  Motor  Vehicle  without  Authority  1 ;  Possession  of 
Class  D  Substance  1 ;  Larceny  Less  1 ;  Assault  and  Battery 
on  a  Police  Officer  1;  Violation  of  Stop  Sign  1;  Unauthorized 
Manufacture  and  Possession  of  Class  D  Substance  1;  Child 
in  Need  of  Services  1 ;  Receiving  Stolen  Property  1 ;  Rape  1. 

Summons  and  Warrants  Served  89 

Complaints  1,748 

Requests  1,259 

Investigations  82;  Accidents  147;  Vandalism  152;  Stolen 
Motor  Vehicles  34;  Recovered  Motor  Vehicles  16;  Bomb  Scares 
4 ;  Larceny  Under  64 ;  Larceny  Over  41 ;  Attempted  Larceny  5 ; 
B/E  in  the  Day  time  21;  B/E  in  the  Night  time  12;  B/E  in 
a  Business  11 ;  Attempted  B/E  4;  Missing  Persons  20;  Missing 
Persons  Located  20;  Property  Recovered  12;  DOA  6;  Arson 
1;  Rape  1. 


Permits  Granted: 

License  to  Carry  112 

License  to  Sell  Firearms  3 

License  to  Sell  Ammo  1 

Gunsmith  3 

FID  cards  61 


During  the  year  officers  attended  classes  in  Management 
Training,  Mental  Health  and  the  Law,  Rape  Victimology,  First 
Responder  Instructor,  Safety,  Narcotics,  Criminal  Law  Up- 


92 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


date;  Battered  Women  and  K-9  Training.  All  officers  qualified  ' 
on  the  target  range  in  May.  Fireman  Jeffrey  Allie  conducted 
a  CPR  course  which  all  officers  attended.  Inservice  training 
classes  were  held  for  the  Reserve  Officers  during  the  winter. 
Following  the  seven  classes  all  Reserve  Officers  passed  a  ’ 
Criminal  Law  Exam  sponsored  by  the  Criminal  Justice  Train-  ■ 
ing  Council.  i 

Programs  were  held  for  the  West  Dighton  Congregational 
Church,  Lincoln  Village,  Bristol  County  Agricultural  School,  | 
Kindergarten,  Elementary  and  Junior  High  Schools.  An  eight 
week  course  on  drugs  and  alcohol  w^as  held  at  Dighton  Re-  : 
gional  High  School.  In  June  poster  and  essay  contests  were  ; 
held  for  the  schools.  Princess  House  once  again  donated  the 
prizes  for  the  kindergarten  and  the  Dighton  Police  Association  j 
donated  prizes  for  the  other  schools.  1 

Officers  donated  many  of  their  off  duty  hours  assistang  in  j 
these  programs  and  attending  school.  ! 

A  committee  was  formed  to  study  the  feasibility  of  a  ' 
K-9  Unit  for  the  department.  Donations  for  the  unit  were  | 
received  from  Dighton  Businessmen  Association,  Taunton  | 
Stove  Company  and  ICI  Americas. 

A  radar  speed  gun  w^as  purchased  and  all  officers  were  ' 
instructed  in  it’s  use  and  certified. 

Members  of  the  Dighton  Junior  Garden  Club  decorated 
the  station  with  wreathes  and  greens  during  the  winter  and 
flowers  in  the  summer  months.  | 

My  thanks  to  the  officers.  Town  Officials,  State  Police  i 
and  the  various  Town  Departments  for  their  help  during  the 
year.  j 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KARL  K.  SPRATT,  JR., 

Chief  of  Police 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

I  hereby  submit  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Digh- 
ton  Fire  Department  as  required  by  Section  42  of  Chapter  48 
of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws. 

The  Fire  Department  answered  500  calls  during  1979, 
including  324  Ambulance  Calls. 


A  breakdown  of  Fire  Calls  is  as  follows : 


4 —  Accident 

1 — Assist  Police 
1 — Assist  Street  Dept. 
11 — Automobile 
1 — Bam 
1 — Boat 

3 — Bomb  Scare 

5 —  Box  Alarm 
22 — Brush 

32 — Dwelling 
1 — Dump 
14 — Grass 

1 — Hazardous  Chemical 
3 — Industrial 


8 — Needless  Call 

2 — Outbuilding 
2 — Power  Line 
12 — Public  Service 

1 —  Rescue 

6 — Rubbish 

4 —  School 

2 —  Search 

1 — Smoke  Investigation 
27— Standby 

1 —  Store 

5 —  Truck 

2 —  Unpermitted  Burning 

3 —  Washdown 


Approximate  figures  of  Materials  and  Equipment  Used: 


Water  from  Booster  Truck .  45,075  gals. 

Booster  Hose  .  19,300  feet 

iVs"  Forestry  Hose .  4,750  feet 

IV2''  Hose  .  4,500  feet 

2%''  Hose  .  2,200  feet 

Ladders  .  230  feet 

J aws  of  Life  .  2  times 

Foam  Generator .  1  time 

Rescue  Boat  .  1  time 


Permits  Issued: 

Open-air  burning — 528;  Blasting — 3;  Oil  Storage — 45; 

Black  Powder  Storage - 7 ;  L.P.  Gas  Storage — 10 ;  Model 

Rocket — 6. 
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Inspections : 

All  inspections  have  been  made  in  accordance  with  Sec¬ 
tion  1  of  Chapter  143  of  all  buildings  licensed  by  and  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Department  of  Public  Health. 

The  Fire  Department  answered  324  Ambulance  calls 
during  1979,  as  follows: 

201 — Morton  Hospital,  Taunton,  Mass. 

6 — Ste.  Amies’  Hospital,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

15 — Truesdale  Hospital,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

15 — Union  Hospital,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

6 — Pondville  Hospital,  Norfolk,  Mass. 

2 — University  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 

2 — Ste.  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Brighton,  Mass. 

1 — Deaconess  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 

1 — V.A.  Hospital,  Brockton,  Mass. 

1 — V.A.  Hospital,  W.  Roxbury,  Mass. 

1 —  Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence,  R.I. 

2 —  Taunton  State  Hospital,  Taunton,  Mass. 

1 —  Dighton  Nursing  Home — Dighton,  Mass. 

2 —  Forest  Manor  Nursing,  Middleboro,  Mass. 

2 — Wedgemere  Nursing,  Taunton,  Mass. 

2 — Musharsuck  Medical  Ctr.,  Providence,  R.I. 

1 — Cliff  Manor  Nursing,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

18 —  Home,  Dighton,  Mass. 

1 — Search 

5 — Box  Alarm 

19 —  Needless  Call 
11 — No  Transport 

4— D.O.A. 

320  Patients  Handled 

I  wish  to  thank  those  members  of  the  Dighton  Fire  De¬ 
partment  who  have  been  so  dedicated  in  manning  the  Am¬ 
bulance  during  the  past  year. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  Call  Firefighters  on  the  Official 
Roster  of  the  Department  as  of  31  December  1979. 

Atwood,  Herbert 


Babbitt,  Beth  E. 

Ball,  George  W. 
Botelho,  Manuel  F. 
Bouchard,  Leo  J. 
Bradbury,  Paul  W. 
Brightman,  Alan  B. 
Burr,  Robert  G. 

Carr,  Howell  S.,  Jr. 
Coelho,  Jerome 
Cox,  Ralph  E. 

Dermody,  Robert  B. 
Dodson,  Gregory  B. 
Dupont,  David 
Enos,  Albert,  Jr. 

Ferry,  William  R. 

Fleck,  Joseph  W. 
Fleming,  William  E. 
Fournier,  Normand  R. 
Furrh,  John  W. 

Gailes,  Joseph  R. 
Hamilton,  Richard  E. 
Holmes,  William  0. 
Horton,  Maynard  F.,  Jr. 
Horton,  Maynard  F.,  Sr. 
Horton,  Wayne  J. 
Katon,  John 
Lavigne,  George 


Lindo,  Gregg  A. 
Marks,  Michael  E. 
Mason,  Charles,  Jr. 
Motta,  Russell  J. 
Pavao,  Manuel 
Perry,  James  H. 

Perry,  Joseph,  Jr. 
Perry,  Roger 
Perry,  William  J. 
Plunkett,  George  W. 
Rines,  Philip  H.,  Sr. 
Rivet,  Richard 
Rose,  Francis 
Rose,  Gilbert,  Jr. 

Rose,  Thomas  F.,  Ill 
Sears,  Charles,  Jr. 
Sherman,  Robert  P. 
Siedentopf,  Bruce 
Silvia,  Alvin 
Spratt,  Karl  K.,  Jr. 
Spring,  William  E. 
Staples,  Arnold  F. 
Strange,  Ellis,  Jr. 
Torres,  Peter  K. 
Waller,  Joseph  E.,  Jr. 
Waller,  Gregg  J. 
Waller,  Keith  E. 
Wilbur,  Frederick  D. 

Richardson,  Charles  S. 


Full  Time  Firemen 

Allie,  Jeifrey  J. — Costa,  Raymond,  J. 


It  is  the  duty  of  the  head  of  the  Fire  Department  to  report 
to  the  Town  the  condition  of  the  Department  and  make  recom¬ 
mendations  for  its  improvement.  For  that  reason  I  again  re¬ 
quest  that  the  Town  consider  the  replacement  of  the  1946 
Maxim  pumper. 
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If  the  Town  should  vote  to  replace  this  very  old  truck 
at  the  1980  Annual  Town  Meeting,  it  will  be  two  years  before 
the  replacement  is  built  and  placed  into  service.  The  Maxim 
would  then  be  36  years  old. 

It  is  my  recommendation  that  the  office  of  Fire  Chief  be 
funded  full  time.  To  meet  all  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  the  office  is  a  full  time  job. 

During  the  past  year  with  the  joint  efforts  of  the  Digh- 
ton  Lions  Club,  the  VVeterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Post  #2094, 
both  Fire  Associations  and  many  of  the  people  of  Dighton, 
the  Fire  Department  became  the  owner  of  a  life  saving  tool 
called  the  “Jaws  of  Life”.  The  “Jaws”  were  placed  in  service 
on  the  23rd  of  March,  1979. 

A  Special  Thank  You  to  all  who  helped. 

Firefighting  and  the  Training  of  First  Responders  in 
First  Aid  continues  on  a  regular  schedule  through  the  year 
under  the  supervision  of  Deputies  Joseph  Waller  and  George 
W.  Ball. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Fire 
Department  for  their  dedication  to  duty. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  Police  Chief  Karl  K.  Spratt,  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Streets  Alfred  Peny  and  the  members  of  their 
Departments  for  their  cooperation. 

I  also  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  their  under¬ 
standing  and  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  T.  WHITE, 

Chief  of  the  Fire  Department 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

The  Board  of  Health  for  1979  was  organized  as  follows: 
Chairman,  Charles  P.  Terry ;  Clerk,  David  J.  Woods ;  Member, 
Myrna  D.  Adams.  Fortunately  it  was  a  relatively  quiet  year 
as  far  as  any  significant  health  hazards  or  problems  was  con¬ 
cerned.  The  Board  has  attempted  to  answer  and  resolve  com¬ 
plaints  and  potential  health  problems  on  a  timely  basis.  We 
depend  heavily  on  our  Health  Agent,  Leo  Duffy  for  his  advice 
on  many  complaints  and  problems  which  we  receive.  His  ex¬ 
pertise  is  invaluable  to  us.  Mr.  Donald  French,  Plumbing  In¬ 
spector,  and  his  assistant,  John  DeCambra  have  also  responded 
quickly  and  competently  to  our  requests  for  assistance. 

Mrs.  Carolyn  Booth,  R.N.  and  Dr.  Charles  Souza,  have 
conducted  clinics  of  various  kinds  in  the  schools,  for  senior 
citizens,  and  for  Town  employees.  Both  of  these  dedicated 
people  have  served  the  Town  in  their  respective  capacities 
for  a  number  of  years.  Their  efforts,  particularly  in  this  area 
of  ‘‘preventive  medicine”  should  not  go  unnoticed. 

During  this  year  the  equipment  building  was  completed 
at  the  landfill.  Construction  was  done  largely  by  Highway 
Department  personnel  which  enabled  us  to  stay  within  the 
budget  for  this  project.  Since  our  last  report  we  have  also 
completed  connection  of  both  water  and  telephone  lines.  Our 
landfill  operation  is  subject  to  periodic  unannounced  inspec¬ 
tions  by  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental 
Quality  Engineering.  Their  latest  report  listed  less  than 
half  a  dozen  deficiencies  all  of  which  were  corrected  within 
a  short  period  of  time. 

In  December  of  this  year  we  purchased  a  fifty  acre  parcel 
of  land  adjacent  to  the  rear  of  our  present  landfill  operation. 
This  purchase  was  approved  at  a  Special  Town  Meeting.  As 
was  explained  at  that  meeting  it  is  the  intention  of  this  Board 
to  eventually  utilize  a  portion  of  this  added  parcel  to  extend 


98 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


our  present  landfill  operation.  This  can  only  be  done — and  will 
be  done — if  and  when  we  have  successfully  channelled  the 
stream  on  the  parcel  safely  outside  the  area  to  be  used  for 
landfill  purposes.  It  is  our  intention  to  maintain  or  improve 
upon  the  buffer  zones  recommended  as  part  of  this  land  ac¬ 
quisition.  We  also  hope  to  plant  evergreens  along  the  Tremont 
Street  border  of  the  landfill  to  provide  a  buffer  there  as  well. 

We  have  not  found  a  solution  to  the  extreme  mosquito 
problems  of  the  past  few  years.  Various  state  and  federal 
health  and  conservation  agencies  prohibit  the  use  of  sprays 
which  might  jeopardize  ground  water  supplies,  wildlife,  and 
crops.  What  and  where  is  sprayed  is  quite  limited.  Our  best 
solution  has  been  and  still  is  at  this  point  for  citizens  to 
contact  the  Bristol  County  Mosquito  Control  and  request  that 
they  spray  your  property. 

It  is  quite  likely  that  the  rubbish  pick  up  will  be  on  a 
once  a  week  basis  year-round  beginning  in  1980.  The  price  of 
fuel  to  run  the  packers  and  to  cover  the  landfill  will  probably 
cause  the  twice  a  week  summer  schedule  to  become  prohibitive. 

Our  thanks  to  everyone  who  has  helped  to  carry  out  the 
duties  of  the  Board  and  to  the  citizens  of  the  Town  for  their 
cooperation  and  understanding. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  P.  TERRY,  Chairman 
MYRNA  D.  ADAMS 
DAVID  J.  WOODS 

Board  of  Health 


I 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


TRASH  PICKUP  SCHEDULE 


99 


MONDAY:  Center  Street  and  South 

TUESDAY :  North  of  Center  Street 

WEDNESDAY :  All  of  Williams  Street  and  West  and 

North  of  Williams  Street 

On  weeks  when  there  is  a  Mondy  Holiday 
all  collections  will  be  one  day  later. 


SANITARY  LANDFILL  SCHEDULE 

LANDFILL  OPEN  TO  ALL  TOWN  RESIDENTS 
(IDENTIFICATION  CARD  REQUIRED)  AT  THE 
FOLLOWING  TIMES : 

MONDAYS  8:00  A.M.  to  1:00  P.M. 
TUESDAYS  8:00  A.M.  to  1:00  P.M. 
SATURDAYS  8:00  A.M.  to  4:00  P.M. 


BRUSH  ACCEPTED  ONLY  ON  3RD  SATURDAY  OF  EACH 
MONTH. 

ALL  RUBBISH  MUST  BE  CONTAINED  IN  BOXES  OR 
BAGS. 

NO  LOOSE  PAPER  ACCEPTED. 

NO  CHEMICALS  ACCEPTED. 

NO  CONTAINERS  WHICH  ORIGINALLY  HELD  CHEMI¬ 
CALS. 

NO  MORE  THAN  3  TIRES  ACCEPTED  AT  ONE  TIME. 
DUMPING  OF  TRASH  PERMITTED  ONLY  IN  DESIG¬ 
NATED  AREAS  OF  LANDFILL.  THE  ATTENDANT  WILL 
POINT  OUT  THE  AREA  FOR  DUMPING. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SOUTHEASTERN  REGIONAL 
PLANNING  AND  ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  DIST. 

(SRPEDD) 


During  1979  the  Town  of  Dighton  continued  its  member¬ 
ship  for  the  tenth  year  in  the  Southeastern  Regional  Planning 
and  Economic  Development  District.  SRPEDD  is  a  planning 
agency  formed  under  state  law  to  serve  communities  in  south¬ 
eastern  Massachusetts  by  providing  a  cooperative  approach 
to  regional  issues. 

The  District  is  governed  by  a  Commission  consisting  of 
a  chief  elected  official  or  designee  and  a  planning  board  repre¬ 
sentative  from  each  participating  municipality  and  six  low- 
income  and  minority  representatives.  Dighton’s  Commission 
representatives  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Planning 
Board  are  Allan  Campbell  and  Manuel  Ferreira,  respectively. 
Dighton  is  also  represented  on  several  advisory  committees 
to  the  Commission. 

In  addition  to  regional  planning,  SRPEDD  assists  member 
cities  and  towns.  Through  the  free  municipal  assistance  pro¬ 
gram,  each  community  receives  time  for  local  projects  and 
assistance  in  preparing  applications  for  federal  and  state 
funds. 

SRPEDD  assisted  Dighton  this  past  year  by: 

— providing  assistance  with  zoning  amendments 

— preparing  an  analysis  of  proposed  zoning  changes 

— completing  an  inventory  in  the  Taunton  River  Cross¬ 
ing  Study,  with  particular  emphasis  on  Dighton-Berk- 
ley,  including  conducting  public  meetings 

— assisting  a  non-profit  organization  in  applying  for 
transit  funds. 

The  agency's  purpose  is  to  plan  for  regional  land  use, 
economic  development,  housing,  historic  preservation,  transit, 
transportation,  solod  waste  and  air  and  water  quality.  Local 
participation  in  these  regional  plans  enables  communities  to 
be  eligible  for  federal  and  state  dollars. 
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Regional  plans  completed  this  year  benefitting  all  com¬ 
munities  include: 

*The  Overall  Economic  Development  Program  (OEDP) 
makes  member  communities  eligible  for  EDA  funding  and  a 
10  percent  bonus  for  public  facility  projects.  The  sewage 
collection  system  project  is  included  in  this  year’s  OEDP. 

*The  Areawide  Housing  Opportunity  Plan  (AHOP)  will  be 
used  to  guide  location  of  subsidized  housing  to  ensure  that 
each  community  receives  its  fair  share  and  that  none  is  over¬ 
burdened.  SRPEDD  is  one  of  only  23  in  the  country  to  receive 
federal  approval  of  its  plan. 

*The  Transportation  Improvements  Program  (TIP)  lists 
major  projetcs  in  each  ommunity  for  federal  and  state  fund¬ 
ing.  A  project  must  be  included  on  the  TIP  in  order  to  be 
eligible  for  these  funds. 

*Planning  Notes — a  ‘‘nuts  and  bolts”  newsletter  about 
zoning  and  growth  issues  facing  communities — is  sent  to  the 
Planning  Board. 

SRPEDD  represents  the  collective  will  of  its  member 
communities.  As  the  responsibilities  and  problems  of  munici¬ 
palities  become  increasingly  complex,  the  District  can  provide 
technical  assistance  to  local  boards,  encourage  cooperation 
among  communities,  and  provide  a  comprehensive  approach 
to  issues  thaa  cross  local  boundaries. 


102 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


REPORT  OF  THE  VETERAN'S  AGENT 


My  appointment  as  Veterans^  Agent  for  the  Town  of 
Dighton  became  effective  July  1,  1979.  I  have  been  serving 
the  Town  of  Rehoboth  as  Veterans’  Agent  since  July  1,  1975. 
Therefore,  I  am  now  serving  the  Towns  of  Dighton  and 
Rehoboth  simultaneously. 

During  the  past  year  the  Selectmen  of  both  Towns  and 
myself  have  been  working  together  and  have  arrived  at  an 
arrangement  that  services  both  Towns  efficiently.  Rehoboths’ 
Veterans’  Service  Office  has  become  the  regional  office  for  both 
towns.  However,  this  is  basically  for  the  clerical  envolvement, 
and  I  will  meet  with  applicants  at  the  Dighton  Town  Office 
for  interviews,  appointments  etc. 

I  am  available  to  assist  any  Veterans  or  dependent  in 
time  of  need.  Assistance  is  also  available  for  filing  applications 
for  pensions,  compensation,  educational  benefits  and  any  gen¬ 
eral  information  the  Veterans  or  dependent  may  need. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
BARBARA  L.  KELLY, 


Veterans’  Agent 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


The  Historical  Commission  meets  the  last  Wednesday  of 
each  month  at  7 : 30  P.M.  in  the  Town  Hall.  Negotiations  and 
deed  search  has  been  continued  during  the  year  to  prepare 
for  purchase  or  gift  a  parcel  of  land  bordering  the  Taunton 
River  that  includes  a  Town  Landing,  Ferry  Landing  and  a 
busy  river  port  during  the  late  1700’s  and  early  1800’s.  When 
all  this  work  is  completed  the  necessary  articles  of  acceptance 
will  be  presented  at  a  town  meeting. 

Four  more  historical  signs  have  been  placed  indicating 
abandoned  mill  sites  on  the  Segregansett  and  Three  Mile 
Rivers. 

Historical  signs  placed  during  the  Bicentennial  period 
are  being  removed  from  buildings  during  painting  and  renova¬ 
tions  and  are  not  being  replaced.  The  Historical  Commisison 
will  replace  these  signs  if  asked. 

The  Commission  has  conferred  with  representatives  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  relative  to  sites  that 
would  be  approved  and  placed  on  the  National  Register  of 
Historical  Places.  This  involves  research,  work  and  many 
hours  of  time  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners.  Maybe  in 
a  couple  years  Dighton  will  have  a  site  and  structures  that 
will  be  approved  for  the  National  Register  of  Historical  Places. 

CHARLES  W.  HARRIS,  Chairman 
ELAINE  B.  VARLEY,  Clerk 
HELEN  A.  BROWN 
ARTHUR  C.  STAPLES 
DR.  ROSE  BORGES 
EDWARD  JOHN  SILVIA 
ROBERT  McGUIRK 
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COUNCIL  ON  AGING  REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Dighton: 

OFFICERS 

. ,  Chairman 

Dr.  Rose  Borges,  Vice  Chairman 

Rebecca  Webster,  Secretary 

Francis  McDermott,  Treasurer 

Bella  Boucher,  Advisory  Council 

Joseph  R.  Silvia,  Bristol  County  Home  Care 

Lester  Lassen 

Theodore  Ladd 

Hannah  Bonvie 

Alice  E.  Souza,  Coordinator 

Raymond  LaPage,  Senior  Aide 

In  1974  the  first  Council  on  Aging  Board  was  appointed 
by  the  Dighton  Board  of  Selectmen.  The  purpose  of  this  board 
was  to  provide  and  intergrate  services  for  all  seniors  60  years 
of  age  or  older  residing  in  Dighton. 

The  present  board  is  very  grateful  to  the  Dighton  Hous¬ 
ing  Authority  for  the  use  of  the  Drop-In  Center  at  Lincoln 
Village  as  well  as  excellent  office  space.  It  sure  was  a  lucky 
day  for  us  when  on  October  1,  1979  we  acquired  the  services 
of  Mrs.  Alice  Souza  as  our  Coordinator.  We  all  agree  that  she 
is  a  great  asset  to  our  organization. 

Through  the  Bristol  County  Home  Care  we  have  the 
services  of  Raymond  LaPage  as  a  Senior  Aide  assisting  with 
medical  transportation  which  is  much  needed  in  our  com¬ 
munity. 

The  newest  and  youngest  member  of  our  board  is  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Webster,  as  secretary,  who  is  well  qualified  for  that 
post.  Now  all  we  need  is  a  chairman.  The  selectmen  are  in 
the  process  of  appointing  a  chairman  to  continue  and  expand 
the  following  programs: 
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Quarterly  Blood  Pressure  &  Diabetes  Screening  Clinics 

Drop-In  Center,  Wed.  12  noon  to  4:00  P.M.,  Lincoln  Village 

Bristol  County  Home  Care  Services 

Senior  Citizens  Identification  Cards  with  photos 

Hot  Lunch  Program — cancelled — poor  participation 

Friday  Shopping  Bus  Service 

Informational  Programs  at  Lincoln  Village 

Host  and  Hostess  Program 

Senior  Citizens  Booklets 

Seasonal  Educational  &  Pleasure  Trips 

Registration  of  all  Dighton  Seniors 

Senior  Aide  medical  transportation 

Vial  of  Life  Plan 

Energy  Crisis  Assistance  Program 

COA  Lending  Library 

I  have  sincerely  enjoyed  working  with  the  board  mem¬ 
bers,  town  officials  and  all  seniors  and  regret  that  with  all  my 
other  activities  and  family  commitments  Pm  unable  to  give 
the  time  that  is  required  of  the  office  of  chairman.  I  believe 
that  you  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  since  1974  I  laid  the 
ground  work  for  most  of  the  above  programs  and  received 
excellent  cooperation  from  all  concerned  citizens.  I  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  assist  whenever  possible. 

The  Council  on  Aging  Board  members  join  me  in  ex¬ 
tending  sincere  thanks  to  all  town  officials,  housing  authority 
officials  and  the  town  people  for  their  kindnesses  and  excellent 
cooperation  and  support. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
DR.  ROSE  BORGES, 


Vice  Chairman 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 


There  were  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  (228)  building 


permits  issued  for  the  year  1979. 

New  homes  14 

Garages  9 

Swimming  pools  10 

Additions  and  alterations  30 

Demolishing  6 

Miscellaneous  —  65 

(chimneys,  fences, 
small  storage  sheds,  etc.) 

Wood  stoves  94 


In  the  past  year  we  saw  a  great  increase  in  the  number 
of  permits  for  wood-burning  stoves  and  furnaces.  We  urge 
anyone  installing  a  wood  stove  to  obtain  a  permit  and  have 
the  unit  inspected  to  insure  a  safe  installation.  The  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Building  Code  Commission  requires  that  a  wood- 
burning  stove  shall  not  be  vented  into  the  same  flue  with  a 
heating  unit  of  a  different  type  fuel. 

Several  complaints  on  zoning  and  building  code  violations 
were  checked  and  recommendations  made  to  comply  with  the 
by-laws. 

The  new  Town  Office  Building  was  inspected  by  the  build¬ 
ing  inspector,  a  representative  of  Latimer  Assoc,  and  the 
Engineer  from  Bailey  Building  Co.  Several  minor  problems 
were  noted  and  corrected  by  the  contractor. 

I  attended  a  three-day  seminar  sponsord  by  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Building  Code  Commission  held  at  Woods  Hole,  Mass. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Dupont  for  their  cooperation  and  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  A.  PERRY, 

Building  Inspector 
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BRISTOL  COUNTY  MOSQUITO  CONTROL  PROJECT 

ANNUAL  REPPORT  -  DIGHTON,  MASS. 
DECEMBER  31,  1979 


On  June  30,  1980  the  Bristol  County  Mosquito  Control 
Project  will  complete  twenty-one  years  of  service  to  the  cities 
and  towns  of  Bristol  County. 

During  the  1979  Spring  season,  mosquito  populations 
were  relatively  high  in  most  areas  throughout  the  county. 
This  situation  existed  throughout  most  of  central  and  south¬ 
eastern  Massachusetts. 

Our  spray  program  got  underway  the  second  week  of  May 
but  spray  operations  were  hampered  by  periods  of  heavy  rain 
and  showers  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  as  it  rained 
a  total  of  eight  days  between  May  13th  and  May  31st. 

Despite  weather  conditions,  by  mid- June  we  had  appre¬ 
ciable  control  on  the  spring  breed.  This  was  due  to  in  increase 
in  our  spray  program  in  that  we  had  five  Leco  ultra  low 
volume  sprayers  and  two  mistblowers  working  six  days  a 
week.  Each  truck  also  carried  Altosid  Briquets  which  were 
placed  in  the  catch  basins  to  stop  them  from  breeding  mos¬ 
quitos.  This  was  done  during  the  regular  work  day  when  it 
became  either  too  hot  or  windy  to  spray.  By  mid-summer, 
most  areas  were  rid  of  the  la^rge  hoards  of  mosquitos  that 
had  emerged  in  the  spring.  During  1979  there  was  not  one 
confirmed  case  of  eastern  equine  encephalitis  in  any  city  or 
town  in  Bristol  County. 

On  October  1st  our  spray  equipment  was  put  away  for 
the  season  and  all  crews  turned  to  ditch  maintenance  and 
W’ater  management  projects.  The  Project  now  has  two  tractor- 
trenchers  working  year  round  to  clean  existing  ditches  and 
streams  of  debris.  These  machines  are  also  constructing  new 
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drainage  ditches  on  the  salt  marshes  along  Bristol  County’s 
coastline  as  well  as  upland  swamp  water  management  ditches. 
With  the  construction  of  new  ditches  into  known  breeding 
areas,  we  will  further  reduce  the  mosquito  population.  These 
machines  are  available  to  the  cities  and  twons  for  this  type 
of  work  on  request,  should  it  be  determined  that  this  work 
will  aid  in  the  control  of  mosquitos. 

At  the  close  of  1979,  aside  from  our  regular  spray  pro¬ 
gram,  we  answered  131  indiivdual  spray  requests  for  parties, 
weddings,  and  other  various  outdoor  activities;  treated  26 
breeding  catch  basins  with  Altosid  Briquets ;  treated  36  acres 
of  swamp  with  larvicide;  cleaned  4,100  feet  of  existing  streams 
and  brooks  of  brush  and  debris,  and  dug  500  feet  of  drainage 
ditch  with  our  tractor-trencher. 

In  1980,  we  will  have  a  total  of  seven  Leco  ultra  low  vol¬ 
ume  sprayers.  With  an  increase  in  our  water  management 
program,  coupled  with  the  latest  spray  equipment,  the  Bristol 
County  Mosquito  Control  Project  is  looking  forward  to  faster 
and  better  service  in  the  coming  year. 

I  would  like  to  include  in  this  report  that  on  April  20, 
1979  Superintendent  Frank  W.  Dillingham  retired  from  the 
Bristol  County  Mosquito  Control  Project.  On  April  25,  1979  I, 
Alan  W.  DeCastro,  was  appointed  Superintendent.  I  have 
worked  for  the  project  since  it  was  organized  in  1959.  From 
1960-1965  I  was  a  crewleader.  During  the  latter  part  of  1965 
I  was  appointed  Assistant  Superintendent,  a  position  I  held 
until  my  appointment  as  Superintendent. 

We,  at  the  Bristol  County  Mosquito  Control  Project,  would 
like  to  extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  Town  of  Dighton  for 
their  continued  support  and  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALAN  W.  DeCASTRO, 

Superintendent 
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BOARD  OF  APPEALS  REPORT 


This  is  the  sixteenth  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Ap¬ 
peals.  During  the  year  1979  this  Board  conducted  seventeen 
(17)  public  hearings  where  variances  to  the  Zoning  By-Law 
were  sought  by  property  owners  in  the  Town  of  Dighton.  Of 
these  cases  thirteen  (13)  were  granted. 

Variances  to  the  Zoning  By-Law  are  issued  by  the  Board 
when  its  members  find  undue  hai’dship  to  the  petitioner  in 
failing  to  obtain  a  permit  to  build  and  when  the  granting 
of  a  variance  does  not  materially  or  adversely  affect  the 
public  or  the  abutting  property  owners. 

Zoning  regulations  could  not  be  successfully  imposed  if 
there  were  not  provided  some  means  of  granting  relief  to 
owners  of  land  from  hardships  that  arise  from  the  strict 
application  of  the  law. 

No  matter  how  carefully  the  ordinances  or  by-law  is 
drawn,  there  are  bound  to  be  cases  in  which  literal  application 
of  the  law  deprives  the  owner  of  all,  or  almost  all,  beneficial 
use  of  his  land. 


FROHMAN  ANDERSON 
JOSEPH  LAWRENCE 
WILLIAM  JOHNSON 
RICHARD  ARRUDA 
J.  FORD  GOLSBY 
JOSEPH  P.  PACHECO 

Board  of  Appeals 


110 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  ASSESSARS 


Our  report  to  the  citizens  of  Dighton  for  Fiscal  year  1980 
is  as  follows: 

11.  LOCAL  EXPENDITURES 

A.  Total  Appropriations  $3,184,569.49 

B.  Special  Education,  1972,  Ch.  766 

(This  is  included  in  school  appropriation) 

C.  Other  Local  Expenditures 

Total  Offsets  from  Cherry  Sheet  7,619.00 

Land  Court  proceedings  for  tax  title 

foreclosure  3,800.00 


Total  of  A  and  B  $3,258,064.63 

III.  STATE  ASSESSMENTS 

(a)  (b) 

Assessments  under 

Assessments 

1.  Total  county  tax  and 

state  assessments  $92,536.23  $  10,335.09 

2.  County  Tax  63,274.58  10,335.09 


3.  Subtract  Line  2  from  Line  1  $29,261.65 


4.  Add  amounts  under  (a)  and  (b)  29,261.65 

IV.  COUNTY  ASSESSMENTS  73,609.67 

V.  OVERLAY  85,000.00 


VI.  GROSS  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED  $3,445,935.95 

(Total  of  Parts  II  through  V,  Enter  Part  1,  Line  1) 

VII.  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  AND  AVAILABLE  FUNDS 

1.  Total  estimated  receipts 
from  state 


$621,907.00 
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2.  Prior  years  overestimates 
state  and  county 

3.  Local  estimated  receipts 

4.  Available  funds 

5.  Available  funds  to  reduce 
tax  rate 

6.  Total  of  Lines  1  through  5 


2,133.59 

255,931.07 

143,614.49 

160,000.00 


$1,183,586.15 


TAX  RATE  RECAPITULATION 
OF  TOWN  OF  DIGHTON 


1.  TAX  RATE  SUMMARY 


$15,386,529.00 

143.00 

1,916,318.55 

283,955.11 


1.  Gross  Amount  to  be  Raised 

(from  Part  VI)  $3,383,859.81 

2.  Estimated  Receipts  and  Available  Funds 

(from  Part  VII,  Line  6)  1,183,586.15 


3.  Net  Amount  to  be  Raised  by  Taxation 

(Subtract  Line  2  from  Line  1)  2,200,273.66 

4.  Real  Property  Valuations  $13,400,829.00  , 

5.  Personal  Property  Valuations  1,985,700.00 

6.  Total  Property  Valuations 
(add  Lines  4  and  Line  5) 

7.  Tax  Rate  (divide  Line  3  by 
Line  6,  multiply  by  1000) 

8.  Real  Property  Tax 
(multiply  Line  4  by  7) 

9.  Personal  Property  Tax 
(multiply  Line  5  by  Line  7) 


10.  TOTAL  TAXES  LEVIED  ON  PROPERTY 

(add  Line  8  and  Line  9)  $2,200,273.66 
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TAX  RATE  RECAPITULATION 
OF  DIGHTON  WATER  DISTRICT 


1.  TAX  RATE  SUMMARY 

1.  Gross  Amount  to  be  Raised 

(from  Part  V)  $  239,777.83 

2.  Estimated  Receipts  and  Available  Funds 

(from  Part  VI,  Line  6)  87,877.83 


3.  Net  Amount  to  be  Raised  by  Taxation 

(Subtract  Line  2  from  Line  1)  151,900.00 

4.  Real  Property  Valuations  $8,850,000.00 

5.  Personal  Property  Valuations  950,000.00 

6.  Total  Property  Valuations 

(add  Line  4  and  Line  5)  $9,800,000.00 

7.  Tax  Rate  (divide  Line  3  by 
Line  6,  multiply  by  1000) 

8.  Real  Property  Tax 
(multiply  Line  4  by  Line  7) 

9.  Personal  Property  Tax 
(multiply  Line  5  by  Line  7) 


10.  TOTAL  TAXES  LEVIED  ON  PROPERTY 

(add  Line  8  and  Line  9)  $151,900.00 

TAX  RATE  RECAPITULATION 
OF  NORTH  DIGHTON  FIRE  DISTRICT 

1.  TAX  RATE  SUMMARY 

1.  Gross  Amount  to  be  Raised 
(from  Part  V) 

2.  Estimated  Receipts  and  Available  Funds 
(from  Part  VI,  Line  6) 


$  57,604.88 

47,000.00 


15.50 

137,175.00 

14,725.00 
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3.  Net  Amount  to  be  Raised  by  Taxation 

(Subtract  Line  2  from  Line  1)  10,604.88 

4.  Real  Property  Valuations  $2,747,931.00 

5.  Personal  Property  Valuations  282,034.00 

6.  Total  Property  Valuations 

(add  Line  4  and  Line  5)  $3,029,065.00 

7.  Tax  Rate  (divide  Line  3  by 
Line  6,  multiply  by  1000) 

8.  Real  Property  Tax 
(multiply  Line  4  by  Line  7) 

9.  Personal  Property  Tax 
(multiply  Line  5  by  Line  7) 


10.  TOTAL  TAXES  LEVIED  ON  PROPERTY 

(add  Line  8  and  Line  9)  $  10,604.88 

TAX  RATE  RECAPITULATION 
OF  DIGHTON  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  DISTRICT 


1.  TAX  RATE  SUMMARY 

1.  Gross  Amount  to  be  Raised 
(from  Part  V) 

2.  Estimated  Receipts  and  Available  Funds 
(from  Part  VI,  Line  6) 


3.  Net  Amount  to  be  Raised  by  Taxation 

(Subtract  Line  2  from  Line  1)  18,555.40 

4.  Real  Property  Valuations  $7,652,473.00 

5.  Personal  Property  Valuations  781,800.00 


6.  Total  Property  Valuations 

(add  Line  4  and  Line  5)  $8,434,273.00 

7.  Tax  Rate  (divide  Line  3  by 

Line  6,  multiply  by  1000)  2.20 

8.  Real  Property  Tax 
(multiply  Line  4  by  Line  7) 


$  '  19,058.40 
503.00 


3.50 

9,617.76 

987.12 


16,835.44 
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9.  Personal  Property  Tax 

(multiply  Line  5  by  Line  7)  1,719.96 


10.  TOTAL  TAXES  LEVIED  ON  PROPERTY 

(add  Line  8  and  Line  9)  $  18,555.40 

REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

Our  Annual  Reports  of  previous  years  has  attempted 
to  keep  you  informed  about  implementation  of  Full  and  Fair 
Cash  Values. 

Last  year's  report  stated  that  Fiscal  1980  would  incor¬ 
porate  Full  and  Fair  Cash  Values.  This  was  done  and  deferral 
was  again  granted  to  us.  However,  we  have  now  been  ordered 
by  the  Department  of  Revenue  to  implement  for  Fiscal  1981. 
In  fact,  this  process  has  already  begun,  and  we  are  in  the 
process  of  doing  Sales  Ratio  Studies  in  order  that  we  reprice 
all  properties  to  meet  the  standards  for  Full  and  Fair  Cash 
Values. 

There  will  be  changes  in  the  assessment  process  as  Chap¬ 
ter  797,  Acts  of  1979  hae  established.  This  new  law  incor¬ 
porates  classification,  but  differs  considerably  from  Chapter 
580,  that  was  approved  by  the  voters  in  1978. 

Chapter  797  was  enacted  as  a  compromise  piece  of  legis¬ 
lation  designed  as  a  better  approach  to  the  taxation  of 
property  by  usage  classification. 

A  general  summary  is  outlined  so  that  you  may  under¬ 
stand  what  will  be  taking  place  in  Dighton  for  Fiscal  1981. 

1.  CLASSIFICATION  CHANGES  (AS  OUTLINED  BY  THE 
DEPT.  OF  REVENUE) 

A.  The  intent  of  these  changes  is  to  allow  a  limited  flexi¬ 
bility  at  the  local  level  to  assign  relative  tax  burdens 
among  residential  and  business  property.  It  ameliorates 
the  rather  strict  percentages  set  out  in  the  prior  classi¬ 
fication  bill  which  was  designed  primarity  on  the  basis 
of  Boston's  relative  tax  burdens. 
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Upon  certification  by  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue 
that  a  city  or  town  is  assessing  property  at  full  and 
fair  cash  veluation,  the  Board  of  Assessors  with  the 
approval  of  the  Selectmen  of  each  town,  and  the  Mayor, 
with  the  approval  of  the  City  Council  in  each  city, 
shall  every  two  years,  on  or  before  May  first,  determine 
the  percentages  of  the  local  tax  levy  to  be  born  by  each 
class  of  real  property  and  by  personal  property.  In 
determining  these  percentages,  local  officials  are  lim¬ 
ited  by  provisions  of  the  statute  which  establish  the 
maximum  allowable  portion  of  the  tax  levy  to  be 
borne  by  Commercial,  Industrial  and  Personal  Proper¬ 
ty  Classes,  and  the  minimum  allowable  portion  to  be 
borne  by  residential  and  open  space  property. 

B.  The  Commissioner  is  required,  prior  to  April  first  of 
the  year  in  which  the  biennial  determination  is  to  be 
made. 

(1)  to  certify  that  the  municipality's  assessments  are 
at  full  and  fair  cash  valuation,  and 

(2)  to  provide  the  assessors  with  the  minimum  resi¬ 
dential  factor  which  establishes  the  perimeters  for 
local  decision  making  on  the  allocation  of  the  tax 
burden  for  each  class. 

C.  The  standards  for  fair  cash  valuation  which  the  com¬ 
munities  must  satisfy  to  be  certified  for  classification 
were  established  by  the  Commissioner  pursuant  to 
Chapter  580,  and  remain  in  effect.  Certifiable  assess¬ 
ments  must  be  achieved  in  accordance  with  the  revalu¬ 
ation  timetable  approved  by  the  Commissioner.  For 
most  communities,  that  timetable  call  for  certification 
of  valuations  as  of  January  1,  1980  or  January  1,  1981. 

D.  Other  changes  to  the  original  Classification  Act  include 
the  following: 

(1)  The  new  law  provides  a  residential  exemption  to  be 
determined  at  the  local  level  of  up  to  10%  of  the 
average  assessed  valuation  of  a  community's  resi¬ 
dential  property. 
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(2)  The  bill  eliminates  the  prior  classification  treat¬ 
ment  of  utilities  and  incorporates  the  property  of 
utilities  in  the  industrial  class  of  the  new  Bill. 

(3)  The  treatment  of  open  space  has  been  structured 
so  as  to  eliminate  the  cumbersome  process  of  an¬ 
nual  application  by  the  taxpayer. 

(4)  The  new  Bill  incorporates  the  technical  changes 
suggested  by  the  Department  of  Revenue  and  pro¬ 
vides  for  a  more  reasoned  approach  to  implementa¬ 
tion. 

II.  COMMISSIONER  OF  REVENUE  TO  SET  STANDARDS 

FOR  ASSESSMENT  ADMINISTRATION 

Chapter  797  enlarges  the  Commissioner’s  authority  and 
responsibility  with  respect  to  bringing  about  uniformity  and 
professionalism  in  the  assessment  of  property  taxes  by  the 
cities  and  towns  of  the  Commonwealth.  It  spells  out  in  detail 
the  powers  of  the  Commissioner  to  enforce  full  and  fair  cash 
property  valuation,  and  minimum  standards  of  assessment 
administration. 

Specifically,  the  bill  enlarges  the  Commissioner’s  authori¬ 
ty  in  the  following  respects: 

A.  Make  and  revise  rules,  regulations  and  guidelines  as 
are  necessary  to  establish  minimum  standards  of  assess¬ 
ment  administration,  and  minimum  qualifications  for 
assessing  personnel. 

B.  Set  qualifications  for  private  firms  performing  ap¬ 
praisals  for  tax  purposes  in  the  Commonwealth,  list 
those  firms  so  qualifying,  review  and  approve  all  con¬ 
tracts  between  such  firms  and  municipalities  and  certi¬ 
fy,  at  completion,  that  the  valuations  established  com¬ 
ply  with  the  Commissioner’s  guidelines;  and 

C.  To  provide  for  cooperative  agreements  between  com¬ 
munities  for  various  assessing  functions. 

As  you  can  see,  we  will  be  having  a  very  busy  year  with 
implementation  of  our  new  values,  and  incorporating  the  new 
classification  legislation. 
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Our  preliminary  examination  of  the  new  classification 
effects  on  Dighton  do  not  appear  to  indicate  any  tax  shifts 
will  take  place,  i.e.  residential  properties  will  probably  con¬ 
tinue  to  contribute  to  the  tax  base  as  they  have  in  the  past, 
and  in  the  same  proportions  to  the  whole. 

Our  tax  base  was  again  broadened  for  Fiscal  1980  which 
helped  to  keep  our  tax  rate  increase  to  two  dollars  (l^/^  per¬ 
cent).  We  feel  Dighton  should  be  proud  of  this  achievement 
considering  the  constraints  put  on  the  whole  town  to  keep  its 
expenses  at  a  minimum  in  this  period  of  high  inflation. 

Our  thanks  to  all  town  officers  for  their  continued  support 
and  assistance.  Our  thanks,  also,  to  our  citizens  for  the  co¬ 
operation  and  understanding  in  helping  us  to  achieve  our  goals. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  M.  MENDOZA,  CMA,  Chairman 
LEO  T.  PIVIROTTO 
tllCHARD  M.  ARRUDA 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


The  following  weighing  or  measuring  devices  were  tested 
for  accuracy  during  the  year  1979: 

Truck  scale  of  120,000  lbs.  capacity:  1 

(This  scale  was  checked  by  your  local  Sealer  for 
condition  and  then  tested  by  the  State  with  their 
prover.) 

Scales  up  to  10,000  lbs.  capacity:  35 

Gasoline  pumps  tested:  20 

Grease  dispensers  inspected:  4 

Scales  adjusted:  11 

Gasoline  pumps  adjusted:  5 

Scales  condemned:  2 

Gasoline  Pumps  condemned:  1 

Fuel  oil  trucks  tested:  5 

(These  tests  were  conducted  by  your  local 
Sealer  and  the  State  with  their  equipment) 

Respectfully  submitted. 


GEORGE  A.  PERRY, 

Sealer,  Weights  and  Measures 
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PUBLIC  UBRARY  REPORT 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1979. 

Total  circulation  of  books  and  periodicals  24,360 

Adult  books  15,125 

Juvenile  books  8,512 

Periodicals  723 


Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room  1,438 

Collected  in  fines  $85.60 

New  books  added  459  of  which  7  were  gifts 

Several  films  from  the  Eastern  Regional  Public  Library 
System  were  shown  throughout  the  year.  In  October  a 
Halloween  Pumpkin  contest  was  held  with  the  awarding  of 
books. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
EMILY  C.  PILLING, 


Librarian 
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SELECTMEN'S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  and  Taxpayers  of  Dighton: 

The  year  1979  has  come  and  gone,  and  with  it  we  have 
seen  the  passing  of  another  decade.  During  these  ten  years, 
Dighton  has  grown  in  population  from  some  4,667  people  in 
1970  to  approximately  5,300  people  in  1979.  A  town  is  a 
business  entity,  also,  and  the  value  of  the  business  known 
as  the  Town  of  Dighton,  Massachusetts,  has  grown  from 
$1,470,426.75  in  appropriations  and  assessments  in  1970  to 
$3,403,452.02  in  appropriations  and  assessments  in  Fiscal  Year 
1979.  Our  tax  rate  has  remained  relatively  stable,  however, 
in  spite  of  a  changeover  from  a  calendar  year  to  a  fiscal  year 
in  1973-1974;  a  re-evaluation  of  taxable  property  in  1976 
(Fiscal  Year  1977)  and  a  loss  of  some  $184,630.00  in  antici¬ 
pated  reimbursements  from  the  State  and  County  in  1977 
(Fiscal  Year  1978).  In  1970,  the  Real  Estate  Tax  rate  was 
$123.00  per  thousand  dollars  valuation;  in  Fiscal  Year  1979, 
that  Real  Estate  Tax  rate  was  $141.00  per  thousand  dollars 
valuation.  The  average  homeowner  in  Dighton  paid  $431.00 
in  taxes  in  1970;  $700.00  in  1979.  Total  funds  accounted  for 
by  the  Town  of  Dighton  in  all  departments  in  1970  amounted 
to  $2,162,326.78.  In  1979,  that  total  of  funds  accounted  for 
in  all  departments  totalled  $6,037,725.34. 

A  business  of  this  magnitude  is  no  small  venture,  and 
the  basic  requirements  for  keeping  stability  and  progress  in 
balance  are  further  complicated  by  Federal  and  State  laws, 
mandates,  rules  and  regulations.  These  additional  require¬ 
ments  are  becoming  more  and  more  numerous  each  year,  and 
home  rule  and  local  control  are  m.ore  and  more  difficult  to 
maintain. 

In  spite  of  such  factors,  however,  1979  has  been  a  year 
when  the  results  of  ideas  developed  in  previous  years  and 
affirmative  action  taken  within  the  period  since  1970  and  prior 
to  1979  have  at  last  become  visible  to  us  all.  Four  major 
accomplishments  must  be  noted  here,  although  there  have 
been  several  others  as  well. 
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First,  a  very  difficult  Special  Town  Meeting  in  January, 
1979,  finally  saw  Town  approval  of  a  sewerage  collection 
system  for  the  North  Dighton  area,  with  a  tie-in  with  the 
Taunton  sewage  treatment  plant.  On  a  reconsideration  vote 
called  by  a  unanimous  decision  of  all  three  members  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  on  the  advice  of  Towm  Counsel  present 
at  that  meeting,  the  articles  relative  to  this  issue  were  ap¬ 
proved.  Much  controversy  prevailed  among  voters  present  and 
participating  in  the  discussion.  However,  after  a  brief  but 
succinct  talk  by  Attorney  David  T.  Gay,  in  which  he  clearly 
and  unmistakeably  outlined  the  legal  action  and  fines  Dighton 
would  (not  might,  but  would)  be  facing  as  the  result  of  a 
negative  vote,  the  voters  present  approved  the  required  arti¬ 
cles.  This  is  an  example  of  the  results  of  just  one  of  the 
Federal  mandates  referred  to  earlier,  and  although  we  have 
at  last  addressed  the  problem  of  the  pollution  of  the  Three 
Mile  River,  the  overall  cost  to  Dighton  of  the  tw^enty-year 
struggle  to  address  this  very  real  and  very  serious  problem 
has  far  exceeded  dollars  and  cents.  Along  with  building  the 
sewerage  system  itself,  Dightonians  are  now  faced  also  with 
the  monumental  task  of  rebuilding  feelings  of  unity  and  trust 
as  townspeople  working  toward  the  good  of  our  town  as  a 
common  goal,  many  of  which  Vv^ere  badly  shaken  by  this 
controversial  issue. 

In  August  of  1979,  the  new  Dighton  Town  Hall  was  com¬ 
pleted,  and  the  Town  offices  were  moved  from  their  long- 
overcrowded  quarters  in  the  Dighton  Junior  High  School  into 
the  new  facility  at  979  Somerset  Avenue.  The  new  offices 
were  opened  to  the  public  on  September  4,  1979.  After  a 
settling-in  period,  an  Open  House  was  held  on  December  26, 
27,  28  and  30,  1979,  with  a  formal  Dedication  Ceremony  on 
December  30,  attended  by  townspeople  and  dignitaries,  in¬ 
cluding  a  representative  from  Congi’esswoman  Margaret  M. 
Heckler’s  office,  who  presented  us  with  a  United  States  fiag. 
At  that  time,  the  following  unanimous  Resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  was  publicly  read  and  is  hereby  made 
part  of  the  permanent  recorded  history  of  the  Town  of  Digh¬ 
ton: 
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RESOLUTION 

December  12,  1979 

WHEREAS:  Although  an  effort  to  construct  a  Town  office 

building  for  Dighton  which  was  approved  at  Two 
Town  Meetings  in  1964  and  again  in  1966,  was 
deferred  for  many  years  in  favor  of  other  Town 
needs;  and 

WHEREAS:  The  needs  for  a  Town  office  facility  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  grow  over  the  years  as  Town  govern¬ 
ment  requirements  have  increased;  and 

WHEREAS:  Edward  J.  Santos  serving  as  Selectmen  and 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  did  rec¬ 
ognize  these  requirements  and  did  reactivate 
the  efforts  to  accomplish  the  construction  of  a 
Dighton  Town  office  building;  and 

WHEREAS:  During  Edward  J.  Santos'  term  of  office  the 

actual  vote  and  start  of  construction  of  the  Digh¬ 
ton  Town  Hall  was  finally  accomplished  in  1978; 

NOW  THEREFORE :  We,  Myrna  D.  Adams,  Charles  P.  Terry 

and  David  J.  Woods,  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
Dighton,  do  hereby  resolve  that  the  efforts  of 
Edward  J.  Santos  in  accomplishing  the  better¬ 
ment  of  Town  Government  facilities  for  the 
future  as  well  as  the  present  needs  of  the  Town 
of  Dighton  be  officially  acknowledged  with  grati¬ 
tude  at  the  ceremony  of  Dedication  of  the  Digh¬ 
ton  Town  Hall,  Sunday,  December  30,  1979. 

Given  at  the  Dighton  Town  Hall  this  twelfth 
day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
One  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
nine  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  Two  Hundred  and 
Fourth. 

MYRNA  D.  ADAMS 
CHARLES  P.  TERRY 
DAVID  J.  WOODS 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 
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This  fine  building  is  one  of  which  Dighton  can  be  very 
proud.  Although  it  is  as  yet  incomplete  in  that  the  basement 
level  is  unfinished,  the  basic  floor  plan  for  most  of  the  un¬ 
finished  area  (leaving  a  section  for  future  needs)  has  already 
been  laid  out.  A  tentative  agreement  has  been  reached  with 
the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School’s  administrators 
for  the  structural  carpentry  class  to  complete  the  work,  once 
the  Town  has  obtained  the  necessary  funding  for  materials, 
etc.  If  funding  could  be  obtained — perhaps  in  the  form  of 
some  type  of  grant — this  work  might  begin  in  the  Fall  of 
1980.  The  Selectmen  are  presently  investigating  grants  possi¬ 
bilities  for  this  project. 

In  the  meantime,  the  tennis  courts’  relocation,  necessi¬ 
tated  by  the  construction  of  the  town  office  building,  is  com¬ 
plete  except  for  painting  and  the  installation  of  lighting.  This 
work  is  expected  to  be  completed  early  in  the  Spring  of  1980. 

As  the  finalization  of  yet  another  on  going  issue,  the  Town 
Hall  construction  and  tennis  courts’  relocation  represent  the 
addressing  of  a  need  recognized  and  considered  by  the  Town 
in  the  early  1960’s — nearly  twenty  years  ago.  This  matter,  too, 
has  raised  controversy,  and  a  Special  Town  Meeting  recon¬ 
sideration  attempt  four  months  after  the  building  had  been 
approved  by  the  voters  at  the  1978  Annual  Town  Meeting — 
this  time  initiated  by  some  concerned  citizens — nearly  pre¬ 
vented  the  accomplishment  which  we  can  proudly  share  as 
Dightonians,  both  today  and  in  the  future. 

In  the  early  months  of  1979,  reconstruction  of  the  last 
section  of  the  northerly  end  of  Williams  Street,  a  distance 
of  approximately  1,650  feet  in  Dighton,  was  accomplished. 
As  was  mentioned  in  our  Annual  Report  of  1977,  the  Board 
pursued  a  Federal  Highway  Systems  Fund  grant  for  this 
work.  In  1978,  we  received  notification  that  this  grant  could 
be  applied  to  the  Williams  Street  project.  As  a  result,  this 
final  section  of  roadway  was  reconstructed  with  very  little 
cost  to  the  Town. 

In  December,  1979,  a  Special  Town  Meeting  vote  au¬ 
thorized  the  purchase  of  a  50-acre  tract  of  land  adjacent 
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to  the  Sanitary  Landfill  site  on  Tremont  Street.  This  action 
was  designed  to  allow  for  expansion  of  our  Sanitary  Landfill 
area,  which  without  additional  space,  has  had  a  relatively 
limited  useful  life  expectancy.  This  accomplishment,  too  was 
difficult  and  took  some  time  to  achieve.  Our  attempt  to  address 
the  landfill  area  problem  back  in  1976  had  resulted  in  con¬ 
siderable  controversy,  a  comprehensive  study  and  recom¬ 
mendations  done  by  SRPEDD  and  finally,  negotiations  with 
property  owners  for  the  purchase  of  the  land  ultimately  ac¬ 
quired  in  1979.  Questions  as  to  the  cost  of  the  property 
delayed  earlier  purchase  action,  but  these  were  finally  re¬ 
solved  in  1978  and  set  the  $30,000.  figure  which  was  the 
ultimate  purchase  price. 

Beyond  the  four  issues  already  mentioned,  1979  has  been 
a  busy  and  complex  year.  The  State  Tax  CAP  legislation 
created  a  new  set  of  guidelines  for  all  Massachusetts  com¬ 
munities  to  understand  and  address,  with  a  resultant  delay 
in  the  date  of  our  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  May  and  an  even 
more  difficult  delay  in  preparing  tax  rates  for  October  billing, 
with  the  result  that  we  were  required  to  borrow  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  tax  income — NOT  a  typical  situation  for  Dighton. 
It  is  unfortunate,  moreover,  that  the  change  in  the  distribu¬ 
tion  formula  for  State  Aid  under  the  CAP  for  Fiscal  Year 
1980  cost  Dighton  a  considerable  amount  of  money  in  antici¬ 
pated  reimbursements,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  we  met  all 
of  the  statutory  requirements  related  to  the  CAP.  We  are 
very  much  concerned  about  how  Fiscal  Year  1981  and  what¬ 
ever  CAP  may  then  be  imposed  will  possibly  effect  Dighton. 
As  a  town  where  good  financial  management  and  tight 
budgetary  constraints  have  been  an  ongoing  circumstance, 
Dighton’s  budget  does  not  have  the  excess  “faP^  which  the 
CAP  is  designed  to  address.  Hopefully,  the  guidelines  for 
any  new  CAP  for  Fiscal  Year  1981  will  be  such  that  Dighton 
will  be  able  to  meet  them  without  incurring  further  loss  of 
reimbursement  or  otherwise  feeling  a  negative  impact. 

In  addition  to  46  regular  Seletmen’s  meetings  in  1979, 
the  Board  has  been  represented  at  more  than  100  additional 
meetings,  hearings  and  seminars,  both  local  and  out-of-town. 
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These  included  sixteen  meetings  and  hearings  relative  to  the 
sewerage  issue. 

One  of  these  sewerage  meetings  in  Boston  in  August, 
1979,  was  attended  by  Mrs.  Adams  and  Mr.  Michael  Perrault, 
Dighton’s  Consulting  Engineer  from  the  firm  of  Tibbetts 
Engineering,  Inc.  This  meeting  resulted  in  an  additional  com¬ 
mitment  from  Federal  and  State  agencies  for  grant  monies 
of  approximately  one-half  million  dollars  relative  to  storm¬ 
water  separation  in  the  sewered  area.  This  additional  funding 
will  help  a  great  deal  with  the  cost  of  the  collection  system, 
and  we  shall  continue  to  pursue  any  avenue  which  may  possi¬ 
bly  offer  more  funding  over  the  course  of  the  project. 

In  December  of  1979,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  appointed 
a  Sewer  Committee  consisting  of  three  people,  Mr.  Jeremiah 
Cottrell,  Mr.  Kenneth  Cummings  and  Mr.  Albert  Enos.  That 
committee  is  now  wholly  in  control  of  the  sewerage  issue, 
and  the  three  positions  on  that  committee  will  become  elective 
offices  of  the  Town  for  the  first  time  in  the  Town  Election 
which  will  be  held  in  April,  1980.  Those  three  persons  elected 
at  that  time  will  be  known  as  Sewer  Commissioners,  and  they 
will  have  the  same  authority  and  responsibility  relative  to 
sewerage  matters  in  Dighton  as  the  Selectmen  have  relative 
to  general  Town  government. 

Other  important  meetings  in  1979  dealt  with  meeting  the 
Tax  CAP;  public  safety;  veterans  benefits;  contract  nego¬ 
tiations;  contract  dispute  arbitration;  school  building  needs; 
flood  plain  insurance;  energy  and  the  Taunton  River  Corridor 
Study,  to  name  a  few. 

A  major  crisis  occurred  in  June,  1979,  when  the  Town 
ran  out  of  gasoline  for  its  vehicles.  Through  the  efforts  of 
the  Selectmen,  the  cooperation  of  local  businessmen  and  the 
Department  Heads  involved,  we  met  the  emergency  "head-on.^ 
We  took  some  drastic  steps  toward  conservation,  including 
a  complete  shut-down  of  the  Street  Department  for  the  first 
week  in  July,  and  a  cutback  in  all  permitted  mileage  on  Town 
vehicles  except  that  relative  to  absolutely  necessary  public 
safety  concerns.  Subsequently,  we  re-evaluated  the  condition 
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of  a  long-unused  fuel  storage  tank  located  at  the  Police  Sta¬ 
tion,  determined  it  to  be  safe  and  pressed  it  into  use — 
increasing  our  fuel  storage  capacity  considerably.  Hopefully, 
we  will  be  able  to  avoid  the  occurrence  of  any  such  crisis  in 
the  future  by  carefully  monitoring  our  fuel  supplies  and 
activities  relative  thereto. 

Other  issues  of  importance  included  the  question  of  a 
K-9  (dog)  unit  for  the  Police  Department.  A  committee 
appointed  to  study  the  issue  is  expected  to  have  a  report 
and  its  recommendations  ready  for  our  consideration  very 
soon — perhaps  early  in  January,  1980. 

A  Capital  Outlay  Committee  has  been  formed  as  the 
result  of  a  request  made  at  the  1979  Annual  Town  Meeting. 
This  committee  has  been  meeting  regularly  to  study  needs 
and  develop  a  5-year  Capital  Outlay  Program  for  Dighton. 
All  departments  have  been  asked  for  input,  and  the  Commit¬ 
tee  hopes  to  monitor  any  Town  expenditures  of  $5,000.00  or 
more,  with  a  complete  overview  at  its  disposal.  It  is  hoped 
that  in  this  way,  we  can  continue  to  progress,  yet  meet  the 
pressures  of  increasing  expenses  and  declining  returns  and 
still  meet  the  capital  improvements  needs  of  the  Town  as  a 
whole,  while  maintaining  our  heritage  of  fiscal  stability. 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Town  Treasurer  Frank  R.  Rogers, 
the  Town  has  obtained  a  Farmers^  Home  Administration  loan 
for  the  $280,000.  cost  related  to  the  new  Town  Hall.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  realizing  this  money  at  a  interest  rate,  we  esti¬ 
mate  that  some  $50,000.00  in  bonding-related  costs  was  saved 
by  taking  this  avenue  of  funding.  Beyond  this,  Dighton  has 
a  commitment  from  the  FHA  for  a  similar  5%  loan  for  the 
sewerage  project.  In  these  days  of  ever-increasing  costs,  such 
achievements  are  of  great  value.  Further,  they  serve  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  the  dedication  of  our  officials  to  meeting  our  needs 
as  a  Town  while  maintaining  fiscal  stability. 

Another  issue  still  outstanding  as  of  this  writing  is  the 
status  of  the  Police  Department  Union  Contract.  After  the 
contract  had  been  signed  by  all  parties  and  was  implemented 
in  July  of  1978,  a  question  arose  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
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the  work  schedule.  Although  the  Selectmen  met  sev¬ 

eral  times  with  the  Police  Union  representatives,  we  were 
unable  to  resolve  the  interpretation  question,  and  late  in  1978, 
the  Police  submitted  the  matter  for  arbitration.  Although 
originally  scheduled  for  March  7,  1979,  an  arbitration  hear¬ 
ing  was  not  held  until  late  August.  As  yet  we  have  not 
received  the  results  of  that  hearing.  In  the  meantime,  the 
Police  Department  continues  to  function  under  the  “4&2’' 
Work  Schedule  as  negotiated  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  in 
1978.  We  hope  to  have  an  interpretation  from  Boston  before 
beginning  negotiations  on  a  new  contract,  as  the  present  one 
terminates  on  June  30,  1980. 

Among  our  other  efforts  in  1979,  we  have  participated 
in  the  work  of  the  School  Building  Needs  Committee  through 
our  voting  representative,  Charles  P.  Terry.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  recommendations  of  this  Committee  will  be  presented 
to  the  voters  early  in  1980 — perhaps  at  a  Special  Town  Meet¬ 
ing  in  April. 

In  September,  Town  Accountant  Doris  B.  Hopkins  rec¬ 
ommended  to  the  Board  that  a  study  of  Town  Insurance  be 
made  in  order  to  facilitate  a  better  understanding  of  our 
needs,  our  present  insurance  situation  and  any  possible  altern¬ 
atives  which,  if  necessary,  could  improve  our  status  without 
incurring  exorbitant  additional  cost.  David  J.  Woods  then 
volunteered  to  undertake  this  study.  As  of  this  writing,  in¬ 
formation  is  not  available;  however,  we  hope  to  have  an 
overview  prior  to  budget  preparation  for  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  in  May. 

It  was  with  gratitude  that  the  Selectmen  accepted  the 

gift  of  the  Jaws  of  Life  device,  purchased  for  and  donated 

to  the  Town  in  March,  1979,  by  the  Dighton  Lions  Club.  The 
Maws’  has  already  proved  its  worth  in  emergency  situations, 
but  we  possess  it  in  the  hope  that  we  may  never  need  to 

use  it.  We  are  indeed  fortunate  to  merit  the  concern  and 

dedication  of  the  members  of  the  Dighton  Lions  Club.  These 
civic-minded  people  deserve  a  vote  of  thanks  from  each  and 
every  person  in  Dighton. 
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Our  thanks  and  appreciation  are  extended,  too,  to  the 
Street  Department  under  Superintendent  Alfred  M.  Perry; 
the  Fire  Department  under  Chief  Joseph  T.  White  and  the 
Police  Department  under  Chief  Karl  K.  Spratt,  for  the  efforts 
of  these  departments  in  behalf  of  us  all. 

Dighton's  efforts  of  thirty  years’  duration  to  obtain  a 
stoplight  at  the  corner  of  Center  Street  and  Route  138  have 
been  addressed  by  the  State  at  last.  They  have  come  in  and 
cut  six  large  trees — an  improvement  to  visibility  and  a  detrac¬ 
tion  from  the  very  character  of  our  Town.  It  is  perhaps 
unfortunate  that  it  is  easier  to  wield  a  chainsaw  than  it  is 
to  set  up  and  wire  a  stoplight,  for  none  of  us  could  live  long 
enough  to  see  those  trees  regrown,  yet  a  stoplight  might  have 
allowed  us  to  enjoy  them  throughout  our  lifetimes  and  still 
removed  the  element  of  danger  from  that  corner.  At  any 
rate,  what  is  done  is  done,  and  we  are  hopeful  that  there 
will  be  no  more  traffic  accidents  at  that  location. 

There  are  many  more  facets  of  the  year  1979  which  could 
be  mentioned  here,  but  we  have  covered  the  major  points. 
We  do  wish  to  acknowledge  the  contribution  of  Maynard  F. 
Horton,  Sr.,  who  retired  as  Building  Inspector  this  year.  May¬ 
nard  has  served  the  Town  for  many  years,  and  is  well  known 
to  many  Dightonians.  He  has  served  us  well,  and  we  wish 
him  a  happy,  healthy  retirement. 

To  all  of  the  other  individuals.  Boards  and  Committees 
who  served  the  Town  throughout  the  year,  we  extend  our 
thanks  for  your  efforts,  your  concern  and  your  participation. 
To  the  citizens  of  Dighton,  many  of  whom  contact  us  for 
one  reason  or  another  from  time  to  time,  we  extend  our  best 
wishes.  We  welcome  your  calls,  your  comments,  your  criti¬ 
cisms,  for  we  are  here  to  serve  you,  and  we  need  to  know 
your  feelings.  If  anyone  is  inclined  toward  participation  in 
Town  government  throughout  the  year,  please  contact  the 
Selectmen’s  office — there  are  always  areas  where  citizen  par¬ 
ticipation  on  committees,  at  meetings,  etc.  is  needed,  and  we 
welcome  your  interest. 
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A  special  note  of  thanks  to  our  very  capable  secretary, 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Dupont,  whom  many  of  you  have  occasion  to 
talk  with  throughout  the  year.  We  know  you  will  agree  when 
we  state  that  she  serves  us  all  very  well.  We  also  wish  to 
thank  Town  Counsel,  Peter  B.  Gay,  for  invaluable  assistance. 

This  concludes  our  report  for  1979 — the  culmination  of 
a  decade.  The  achievement  of  set  goals,  as  in  the  cases  of 
sewerage,  the  Town  Hall,  the  Williams  Street  reconstruction, 
the  Landfill  Area  property,  will  provide  for  future  as  well  as 
present  needs — steps  taken  today  with  an  eye  toward  tomor¬ 
row.  These  become  building  blocks  in  the  structure  of  our 
history  and  heritage  as  Dightonians.  The  1970’s  have  made 
many  notable  contributions  to  that  structure,  while  main¬ 
taining  a  high  degree  of  fiscal  stability,  demonstrating  the 
results  of  a  decade  characterized  by  leadership  with  a  con¬ 
scientious  and  tenacious  dedication  to  the  needs  and  the  future 
of  Dighton  and  its  people. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

MYRNA  D.  ADAMS 
CHARLES  P.  TERRY 

DAVID  J.  WOODS 

Board  of  Selectmen 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Town  Moderator,  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and 

Citizens  of  Dighton: 

The  Finance  Committee  for  1979-1980  was  organized  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  was  sworn  in  by  the  Town  Clerk 
during  the  month  of  June. 

The  Committee  reviewed  and  acted  upon  all  money  arti¬ 
cles  in  the  warrant  of  the  Annual  and  Special  Town  meetings. 
The  Committee,  as  needed,  met  to  transfer  monies  from  the 
Reserve  Fund  to  cover  unforseen  and  emergency  expenses. 

Gary  Hartley  replaced  Wendell  Brechin  who  was  elected 
to  the  School  Committee.  Two  new  members,  Franklin  Whittle 
and  William  Rasmussen,  were  appointed  by  the  Town  Modera¬ 
tor.  Walter  Gonzalski  and  Paul  Hoffshire  retired  from  the 
committee  at  the  end  of  their  term. 

The  Committee  extends  their  thanks  to  all  Town  officials 
for  their  effort  and  cooperation  during  the  year  of  the  “zero'" 
and  then  the  “four  percent"  CAP,  and  a  special  thanks  to 
Mrs.  Dupont  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  for  their  assistance. 

The  Finance  Committee  welcomes  citizen  attendance  and 
participation  at  their  public  meetings. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ARMAND  GAGNE,  Chairman 
CHARLES  RODERIQUES,  Vice  Chairman 
WILLIAM  HUBBARD,  Secretary 
ERNEST  ATWOOD  H 
GARY  HARTLEY 
WILLIAM  RASMUSSEN 
FRANKLIN  WHITTLE 
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PLAYGROUND  COMMISSION 
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Mr.  Norman  Ross  resigned  as  of  April  of  1979.  Mr. 
Donald  Rose  was  appointed  to  fill  this  vacancy. 

Mrs.  Shirley  Veronesi  resigned  as  of  June  1979.  Mr. 
Robert  McKim  was  appointed  to  fill  this  vacancy. 

We  would  like  to  thank  them  for  their  work  on  the 
commission. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Shirley  Veronesi,  Diane  Paradise 
and  Nancy  Faria  for  an  excellent  summer  program.  The  pro¬ 
gram  consisted  of  arts  and  crafts,  games,  sports  and  contests. 
The  season  ended  with  a  cookout  for  the  children  and  the 
supervisors  at  the  South  Playground. 

A  special  thank  you  to  Mr.  Alfred  Perry  and  his  terrific 
Street  Department  for  helping  the  commission  the  entire 
season. 

The  new  tennis  courts  will  be  completed  and  ready  for 
use  early  this  spring. 

A  Basketball  program  started  January  of  this  year  for 
both  boys  and  girls;  8-13  years  of  age.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  supporting  this  new  program  in  the  future. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

SUSAN  McGUIRK,  Chairman 
DONALD  ROSE 
ROBERT  McKIM 
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DOG  OFFICER'S  REPORT— 1979 


Dog  Bites . 

.  51 

Dogs  Poisoned  or  Shot  12 

Lost  Dogs  . 

.  89 

Dogs  Found  Dead . 

.  24 

Dogs  Found . 

.  42 

Cruelty  Complaints  . 

.  14 

Stray  Dogs  . 

.  88 

Dogs  Hit  by  Cars . 

.  31 

Dogs  Sold . 

.  29 

Dogs  Chewed/ 

Dog  Complaints  . 

.  283 

Killed  by  Dogs  . 

.  17 

Dogs  Killed  by  Cars  . 

.  68 

ANIMALS  KILLED  BY  DOGS 

Cats  . 

.  20 

Goats  . 

.  5 

Sheep  . 

.  4 

Chickens . 

.  32 

Rabbits . 

.  27 

Ducks  and  Geese . 

.  16 

Calf . 

.  1 

DOG  LICENSES 

Females . 

$6.00 

Males . 

$3.00 

Spayed  Females 

Kennels — 

with  Certificate . 

$3.00 

$10.00,  $25.00,  $50.00 

The  law  requires  that  all  dogs  over  the  age  of  (3)  months, 
large  or  small,  must  be  licensed  every  year  (due  April  1st) 
whether  penned,  housed,  or  running  loose,  and  receive  Rabies 
shots  every  (2)  years  and  wear  both  tags  attached  to  a  collar 
or  harness.  Rabies  Clinic  will  be  held  during  the  Spring  of 
1980  at  the  Town  Garage.  Dog  licenses  are  available  at  the 
Town  Hall  on  or  before  April  1st.  All  dogs  must  have  rabies 
shot  and  certificate  must  be  presented  before  dog  licenses  can 
be  issued  for  1980.  All  unlicensed  dogs  will  be  picked  up  at 
the  owner’s  expense.  There  are  still  a  number  of  unlicensed 
dogs  in  the  Town  of  Dighton.  A  special  effort  will  be  made 
to  contact  their  owners  to  license  their  dogs  or  court  action 
will  result.  First  and  second  notices  to  license  delinquent  dogs 
will  not  be  mailed  out  providing  dogs  are  licensed  by  May. 
Delinquent  license  notices  will  be  mailed  out  (2)  times  after 
that  date. 
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All  complaints  involving  dogs  were  acted  on.  All  owners 
of  dogs  that  had  bitten  people  were  notified  to  restrain  their 
dogs  for  (14)  days.  Stray  dogs  were  held  for  (10)  days,  then 
either  returned  to  owners,  sold,  or  disposed  of.  I  received  many 
complaints  of  dogs  in  rubbish,  chasing  cars  and  people  riding 
bicycles,  chasing  people  walking  on  the  streets,  barking  at 
night  keeping  people  awake,  and  using  neighbor’s  yards  for 
^‘comfort  stations”.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  dog  owners  to  clean 
up  after  their  dogs,  keep  them  out  of  the  neighbor’s  rubbish 
and  restrain  their  dogs  on  rubbish  pickup  days,  and  keep  their 
dogs  quiet  at  night.  All  dog  owners  are  liable  for  any  damage 
their  dogs  have  done  to  Livestock,  Fowl,  or  Property. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Police  Dept.,  Com¬ 
munication  Center,  and  the  Town  Office  for  all  their  help  and 
assistance. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ANTONE  R.  KATON, 

Dog  Officer 


DOGS  UCENSED  IN  1979 


MALES  .  464 

FEMALES  .  60 

SPAYED .  299 

KENNEL  .  17 


840 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITATION  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

The  following  is  a  report  of  inspections  and  permits  issued 
in  1979: 


Sanitation  Permits  .  31 

New  House  Sewerage  .  15 

Repairs  and  Alterations  .  16 

Disposal  Installers  Permits  .  16 

Food  Service  Permits  .  35 

Soil  Test  .  77 

Gas  Inspections  .  19 


All  complaints  and  problems  pertaining  to  the  public 
health  field  were  checked  and  corrections  obtained  where 
violations  did  exist. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  for  their  help  and  coopera¬ 
tion  during  1979. 


Respectfully, 

LEO  DUFFY,  R.S.,  C.H.O. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PLANNING  BOARD 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

The  Planning  Board  was  established  in  1955  and  is  now 
beginning  it’s  25th  year. 

This  year  and  the  previous  years  have  proven  that  zoning 
and  a  Planning  Board  are  a  necessity  in  a  town.  Through 
the  efforts  of  this  board  and  assistance  from  the  Southeastern 
Regional  Planning  District,  when  needed,  we  have  been  suc¬ 
cessful  at  protecting  the  best  interest  of  the  residents  of  the 
Town  of  Dighton. 

Over  the  last  year  the  Planning  Board  met  33  times.  The 
Board  met  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  the  month.  This 
year,  at  our  location  in  the  new  town  hall,  we  will  be  meeting 
on  the  same  nights. 

Also  during  the  last  year  v/e  met  with  representatives 
of  HUD  and  the  National  Flood  Insurance  Program  on  the 
flood  plain  insurance  program.  When  these  are  completed, 
residents  in  coastal  or  possible  flood  areas,  will  be  eligible 
to  purchase  flood  insurance  at  a  reasonably  low  rate.  This 
will  become  available  by  mid  year. 

There  were  no  new  subdivisions  in  the  town  although 
there  were  several  subdivisions,  approval  not  required,  which 
were  acted  favorably  by  this  board. 

We  wish  to  extend  our  congratulations  to  Mr.  John  Pelle¬ 
tier,  an  experienced  Board  member,  for  being  re-elected  to 
another  five  year  term. 

This  is  to  inform  you  that  our  office  clerk,  Mrs.  Lucille 
McGillivray,  is  available  in  the  Planning  Board  office  every 
Wednesday  from  1  to  5  p.m.  and  on  the  first  and  third 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  from  9  to  1  p.m.  Our  telephone 
number  is  669-6636.  The  meetings  are  public  and  please  feel 
free  to  attend  at  anytime. 

THOMAS  J.  PIRES,  Chairman 
PAUL  JOLY,  Vice  Chairman 
JOHN  PELLETIER,  Clerk 
FRANK  ALVES 
MANUEL  FERREIRA 

Planning  Board 
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Telephone : 
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TO  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 
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Alan  Patterson,  M.A.T. 
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Bernadette  DeRoche 
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Lois  Munroe 
Jean  Pacheco 
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Joan  M.  Reed 


DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
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Doris  A.  Reed 
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Dighton 

Dr.  Charles  Souza 
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Dighton 

Carolyn  Booth,  R.N. 
Dighton-Rehoboth 
Albertine  Dwyer,  R.N. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 

Town  of  Dighton 


Term  Expires 


Dr.  Wallace  A.  Wood,  Chairman  1981 

1392  Pine  St.,  Dighton 

Wendell  R.  Brechin  1982 

701  Center  St.,  No.  Dighton 

John  T.  Harris,  Secretary  1980 

2143  Pleasant  St.,  Dighton 

Robert  S.  McConville  1980 

860  Prospect  St.,  No.  Dighton 

Charles  E.  McKenna  1981 

2136  Pleasant  St.,  Dighton 

David  R.  Neely  1980 

2440  Pleasant  St.,  Dighton 

Nicholas  Santore,  Vice  Chairman/Fin.  Secretary  1982 
Rebecca  Rd.,  No.  Dighton 


Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  School  District 


John  Burke,  Chairman  1980 

846  Spring  St.,  No.  Dighton 

Edwin  Ballard,  Secretary  1980 

26  Heritage  Rd.,  Rehoboth 

Joseph  DeRoche  1982 

162  Moulton  St.,  Rehoboth 

Dr.  Richard  Mello  1980 

Brook  St.,  Rehoboth 

David  Neely  1980 

2440  Pleasant  St.,  Dighton 

Richard  F.  Simmons  1982 


214  Lincoln  Ave.,  No.  Dighton 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Entrance  Age 

First  grade  registration  in  September  of  any  year  will 
be  limited  to  those  children  who  are  at  least  six  years  of  age 
or  who  will  become  six  years  of  age  on  or  before  the  follow¬ 
ing  January  1.  Kindergarten  registration  in  September  of 
any  year  will  be  limited  to  those  children  who  are  at  least 
five  years  of  age  or  who  will  become  five  years  of  age  on  or 
before  the  following  January  1.  There  will  be  no  exceptions 
made  to  this  ruling. 

Birth  Certificates 

Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time  must 
present  a  birth  certificate. 

Vaccination 

Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time  must 
present  a  doctor’s  certificate  of  immunization  against  diph¬ 
theria,  tetanus,  whooping  cough,  measles  and  polio  or  a  state¬ 
ment  from  his  physician  that  vaccination  is  inadvisable.  Chil¬ 
dren  entering  school  for  the  first  time  are  required  to  have 
a  physical  examination  also. 

NO  SCHOOL  INFORMATION 
Elementary,.  Junior  High  School  and  Kindergarten 

Whenever  it  seems  advisable  to  close  the  elmentary  school, 
the  notice  will  be  broadcast  over  Radio  Stations  WPEP  and 
WRLM,  Taunton;  WSAR  and  WALE,  Fall  River;  WPRO, 
WJAR,  WHIM  and  WEAN,  Providence ;  and  WARA,  Attleboro. 

High  School 

Whenever  the  school  buses  can  be  operated  safely,  there 
will  be  school  at  the  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School 
unless  unforeseen  emergencies  make  it  necessary  to  close.  In 
the  event  of  closing,  this  information  will  be  specifically  an¬ 
nounced  over  the  radio  as  indicated  above  for  the  elementary 
school. 
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TRANSPORTATION 

The  law  requires  that  transportation  be  provided  for 
pupils  residing  more  than  two  miles  from  the  school  attended 
or  more  than  one  mile  from  the  nearest  bus  stop.  Many  pupils 
living  at  lesser  distances  along  established  routes  are  trans¬ 
ported  if  the  seating  capacity  of  the  bus  will  permit.  From 
time  to  time  it  is  necessary  to  refuse  transportation  to  some 
of  those  living  less  than  the  required  distance  when  our  buses 
are  filled  to  capacity  with  children  living  at  a  greater  distance. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

As  Approved  by  School  Committee 
1979  -  1980 


DIGHTON  & 

DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 
Dighton  Elementary,  Junior  High  and  High  School 


School  Opens  September  5,  1979 

Closes  December  21,  1979 

72  days 

School  Opens  January  2,  1980 

Closes  February  15,  1980 

32  days 

School  Opens  February  25,  1980 

Closes  April  18,  1980 

39  days 

School  Opens  April  28,  1980 

Closes  June,  1980 

37  days 

Total  180  days 

SCHOOL  WILL  CLOSE  ON  THE  FOLLOWING  DAYS: 

October  8,  1979 — Columbus  Day 
November  22  &  23,  1979 — Thanksgiving  Recess 
January  15,  1980 — Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Day 
April  4,  1980 — Good  Friday 
May  26,  1980 — ^Memorial  Day 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

I  herewith  submit  my  third  report  as  Superintendent  of 
Schools. 

This  report  is  written  as  we  begin  a  new  decade — a 
decade  which  will  challenge  each  of  us  in  a  different  way. 
Education,  however,  will  face  the  challenge  it  has  always 
faced.  My  thoughts  are  best  expressed  by  the  following  ex¬ 
cerpt  from,  ‘‘A  Long  Tug  of  War’^  by  Fred  and  Grace  Hech- 
inger : 

^'The  history  of  American  public  education 
is  the  repeated  triumph  of  hope  over  ex¬ 
perience  .  .  .  We  aimed  high  and  missed, 
adjusted  our  sights  and  missed  again.  We 
have  never  accepted  the  fact  that  there  are 
limits  to  what  education  can  accomplish ;  in 
the  process  we  have  accomplished  a  great 
deal.’' 

Our  past  accomplishments  and  particularly  our  plans  for 
the  80’s  are  directly  related  to  your  continued  support  and 
encouragement;  in  fact,  increases  in  your  level  of  support 
and  in  the  intensity  of  your  encouragement! 

The  focus  of  your  encouragement  and  support  in  the 
early  years  of  the  new  decade  will  be  on  facilities.  We  have 
longstanding  facility  problems  which  must  be  addressed  and 
solved.  Although  we  are,  in  fact,  experiencing  enrollment 
decline,  fewer  students  will  not  solve  your  problem! 

Local  Facilities 

You  will  be  asked  to  support  a  building  renovation  and 
construction  program  at  a  special  town  meeting  in  the  early 
spring  of  1980.  I  hope  you  are  as  convinced  as  I  am  that  the 
youngsters  in  Dighton  are  deprived  of  appropriate  educational 
facilities.  Dighton  is  known  for  its  pride — pride  I  want  to 
see  evidence  of  at  the  special  town  meeting.  You  owe  it  to 
the  children  of  Dighton. 
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Regional  School  Facilities 

The  original  facilities  were  constructed  to  accommodate 
800  pupils  effectively  in  the  1970^s.  Programs  we  currently 
offer  demand  facilities  which  we  do  not  have.  While  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  the  six  classrooms  eliminated  classroom-type  space 
problems,  it  did  not  address  the  more  important  problems  of 
library /media,  physical  education,  shops  and  athletics,  to  name 
but  a  few  of  the  pressing  problems. 

The  staff  has  made  adjustments  to  maintain  the  high 
quality  of  our  programs  and  our  graduates.  These  adjust¬ 
ments,  however,  have  gone  further  than  they  should  have. 
What  solved  a  problem  initially  has  created  other,  more 
complex  problems.  More  about  this  topic  in  a  special  report 
to  you  in  the  early  spring.  Suffice  to  say  the  Committee  has 
established  a  Building  Needs  Study  Committee  which  is 
scheduled  to  report  back  to  the  School  Committee  in  October, 
1980.  We  request  your  involvement  and  encourage  your  sup¬ 
port. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  the  professional  and  support 
staff  we  currently  have  in  our  schools.  The  school  business, 
particularly  teaching,  has  always  been  a  challenging  job.  In 
recent  years  the  changes  in  society  and  the  pressure  for 
excellence  in  our  schools  has  created  a  different  kind  of 
challenge  and,  in  many  cases,  intense  pressure.  We  need  to 
be  concerned  that  these  circumstancs  do  not  cause  pressure 
and  stress  which  precipitate  career  changes  for  our  effective 
teachers.  Classroom  control  is,  in  many  cases,  the  cause  of 
the  teacher  anxiety  which  leads  to  resignations.  We  cannot 
be  effective  in  the  classroom  unless  we  have  the  pupils’ 
attention.  You,  as  parents,  can  see  to  it  through  your  co¬ 
operation  and  enthusiastic  support  of  the  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  established  to  maintain  appropriate  classroom  and  school 
behavior. 

We  continue  to  operate  the  system  as  an  administrative 
team,  establishing  goals  and  objectives  each  year  to  assist 
us  with  the  process.  A  written  report  of  our  results  is  avail¬ 
able  upon  request. 


8  x\NNUAL  REPORT 

Our  focus  this  current  year,  1979-8Q,  is  on  establishing 
a  partnership  with  parents  and  the  community  to  achieve 
the  optimum  in  education  for  the  children  we  serve. 

We  have  added  the  three  E^s  of  ENERGY,  ENVIRON¬ 
MENT  and  ECONOMY  to  the  three  R’s  this  year,  also.  We 
are  bringing  them  into  the  curriculum  and  applying  what 
we  learn  in  the  classroom  to  our  own  school  environment. 

In  addition  to  those  activities  and  our  usual  activity,  we 
are  working  toward  implementing  the  Basic  Skills  Policy 
adopted  by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  Mr.  Alan  Patterson, 
Director  of  Curriculum,  is  coordinating  our  efforts  with  the 
primary  responsibility  for  implementation  resting  with  the 
building  principal.  You,  as  parents  and  citizens,  have  been 
asked  to  participate  in  the  development  of  our  procedures  to 
implement  the  Policy.  The  faculty  is  devoting  considerable 
time  and  effort  to  meeting  the  deadlines.  We  look  on  the 
process  as  an  opportunity  to  make  an  intensive  examination 
of  what  we  are  doing,  where  we  are  doing  it  and  why  we 
are  doing  it!  A  lot  of  work  but  worth  the  effort. 

Another  area  of  significance  has  been  developed  through 
the  creative  ability  and  talent  of  Carolyn  R.  Cooper,  Admin¬ 
istrative  Assistant  to  the  Superintendent,  who  authored  the 
$49,450.00  grant  we  were  awarded  this  year  for  the  education 
of  Gifted  and  Talented  students.  The  proposal  submitted  by 
Miss  Cooper  was  in  competition  with  over  one  hundred  fifty 
other  proposals  throughout  the  state.  Project  GATHER,  the 
title  of  our  proposal,  was  one  of  thirty-five  which  were 
selected  and  one  of  sixteen  which  were  approved  in  the  area 
of  gifted  and  talented  education. 

The  project  is  off  to  an  excellent  start  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Margaret  Purdy.  A  report  from  Director  Purdy  will 
be  included  in  my  report  next  year. 

During  the  1978-79  school  year  the  programs  we  offered 
to  meet  the  needs  of  our  special  students  were  audited  by 
a  State  Department  of  Education  team  of  educators  and 
parents.  We  were  inspected  intensively  during  the  three-day 
visit.  The  written  report  we  received  commended  us  for  the 
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programs  we  offer  and  the  procedures  we  are  utilizing  in 
addressing  student  needs. 

The  audit  team  made  recommendations,  also,  most  of 
which  addressed  our  facility  needs.  A  copy  of  the  report  is 
available  in  the  superintendent’s  office.  We  must  take  the 
steps  necessary  to  move  our  special  education  programs  out 
of  non-instructional  areas.  Mr.  Russell  F.  Latham,  Director 
of  Special  Services,  is  responsible  for  the  success  we  achieve 
in  approaching  compliance  with  state  and  federal  laws  (Ch. 
766  and  P.  L.  94-142).  Of  course,  the  special  education  staff 
and  classroom  teachers  working  directly  with  the  pupils  in¬ 
volved  are  the  individuals  who  make  the  programs  work  on 
a  day-to-day  basis. 

I  call  your  attention  to  the  reports  of  the  principals, 
Philip  C.  Dyer,  Dighton  Elementary  School;  Leo  T.  Wont- 
kowski,  Dighton  Junior  High  School;  and  Marshall  Sawyer, 
Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School. 

Conclusion 

Earlier  in  this  report  I  referred  to  our  emphasis  on  the 
three  E’s,  ENERGY,  ENVIRONMENT  and  ECONOMY. 

It  is  impossible  for  anyone  to  forecast  what  the  energy 
situation  will  be  in  the  future — higher  costs?  Less  availa¬ 
bility?  The  answers  to  these  and  other  questions  will  affect 
our  schools.  The  current  school  calendar  will  be  studied  if 
costs  increase  and  availability  decreases.  The  decision-making 
process  must  give  every  consideration  to  the  welfare  of  our 
school  children  as  our  future  is  dependent  on  effective  public 
school  educational  programs.  Education  must  be  given  primary 
consideration !  Changes  we  make  must  be  in  the  best  interest 
of  the  youngsters  we  serve. 

The  administrative  responsibility  and  ever-increasing  de¬ 
mands  on  a  school  union/region  superintendent  continue  to  be 
an  enjoyable,  rewarding,  consuming  challenge.  The  expecta¬ 
tions  are  beyond  what  one  can  accomplish  without  the  support 
of  effective,  dedicated  building  principals  and  conscientious, 
hard-working  central  office  administrators.  Each  one  is  de¬ 
serving  of  your  commendation. 


10 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  central  office  secretarial  staff  also  deserves  com¬ 
mendation.  Each  person,  in  her  own  way,  make  a  contribution 
which  helps  to  keep  the  entire  operation  together  and  func¬ 
tioning  smoothly.  Our  staff  performs  consistently  at  a  high 
level  of  efficiency  under  the  pressure  and  strain  of  deadlines — 
deadlines  which  are  often  telescoped  by  the  need  for  staff 
assistance  on  a  project  or  report  which  was  unscheduled. 
Their  adaptability  and  dependability  are  what  hold  the  cen¬ 
tral  office  together. 

The  efforts  of  the  support  staff  in  our  schools — secretaries, 
nurses,  teacher  aides,  instructional  aides,  custodians,  and 
cafeteria  workers — often  go  without  the  recognition  they 
deserve.  Each  one  helps  to  make  our  educational  programs 
more  effective  in  the  long  run. 

Finally,  the  role  of  a  school  committee  member  has 
changed  in  the  last  decade.  Much  is  asked  of  the  representa¬ 
tives  you  choose.  They  make  significant  contributions  to  our 
educational  system.  They  care  about  our  school  children,  and 
they  demonstrate  their  concern  through  their  actions.  You 
are  fortunate  to  have  them  as  your  representatives. 

It  is  the  classroom  teacher,  in  the  final  analysis,  who 
bears  the  direct  responsibility  for  the  education  of  our  chil¬ 
dren.  I  commend  our  teachers  for  the  job  they  do  on  a  day-to- 
day  basis.  They  respond  positively  to  our  internal  standards 
and  external  demands  for  excellence. 

To  all  the  above  and  to  you,  the  citizens  of  the  town,  I 
am  deeply  indebted  for  your  efforts,  enthusiasm,  hard  work, 
and  continued  support.  My  work  could  not  be  done  without 
you. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


JOSEPH  C.  HARRINGTON,  ED.  D., 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISING  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  my  sixth  annual  report  as 
supervising  principal  of  the  Dighton  Elementary  School. 

Enrollment 

Our  enrollment  as  of  October  1  at  the  eleentary  level  was 
518.  The  enrollment  at  the  Kindergarten  housed  in  portable 
classrooms  behind  the  junior  high  was  59  and  grades  1-5  was 
459. 


Facilities 

As  in  the  past  the  elementary  school  has  facility  prob¬ 
lems.  During  the  recent  766  Special  Education  Audit  the 
Speech  Therapy  and  Counselling  areas  were  cited  as  being 
in  non-compliance  with  the  law.  For  the  first  time  in  three 
years,  the  Title  One  program  has  a  window  in  their  room. 

The  need  for  a  library  is  increasingly  evident  as  we  try 
to  develop  the  reading  habit  amongst  the  children.  The 
Kindergarten  area  behind  the  Junior  High  is  another  problem 
as  both  teachers  and  students  lose  out  from  exclusion  from 
the  rest  of  the  school. 

All  of  these  concerns  we  hope  will  be  resolved  by  favor¬ 
able  action  on  the  part  of  the  town  when  the  school  building 
needs  report  is  presented. 


Curriculum  and  School  Program 

This  years  goals  include  encouragement  of  Parents  to 
become  our  partners  in  the  education  of  Dighton  children. 
As  you  know  this  is  increasingly  difficult  because  more  fami¬ 
lies  have  both  parents  working.  As  the  year  continues,  we 
will  tap  our  creativity  and  yours  to  develop  means  of  pro¬ 
viding  successful,  practical  ways  for  you  to  partner  with  us 
in  education. 
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The  Curriculum  Improvement  Committee  has  met  weekly 
this  year  on  developing  our  basic  skills  improvement  policy 
and  program.  As  a  part  of  this  study,  we  have  administered 
a  diagnostic  reading  test  to  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  graders. 
The  results  of  these  tests  indicate  the  elementary  school  is 
doing  a  very  satiisfactory  job  in  the  development  of  reading 
skills. 

Last  year  our  Title  One  program  was  cited  as  a  model 
program  by  the  State  Department  of  Education  for  student 
achievement.  Further,  the  Title  One  Parent  Advisory  Group 
called  “ZAP’’  was,  also,  cited  as  a  model  by  the  State  De¬ 
partment  of  Education. 

I  am  extremely  proud  of  both  our  Title  One  Program 
and  the  Parent  Advisory  Group  for  earning  this  recognition 
for  themselves  and  the  Town  of  Dighton. 

Project  GATHER  has  been  funded  to  provide  inservice 
training  for  teachers  to  develop  a  program  for  gifted  and 
talented  students.  This  grant,  we  hope,  will  have  a  significant 
impact  on  the  school. 

Personnel 

Mr.  Timothy  Sullivan  and  Mrs.  Linda  Roy  have  joined 
our  staff  as  fifth  grade  teachers.  In  the  Behavioral  Resource 
Room,  Mr.  John  Kruczek  has  replaced  Mrs.  DiDomenico  who 
is  on  a  years  leave  of  absence.  Mrs.  Valerie  Stares  has  trans¬ 
ferred  to  first  grade  and  Mrs.  Alice  Lopresti  has  transferred 
to  the  fourth  grade.  Mrs.  Elaine  Almeida  has  assumed  the 
position  of  Title  One  Tutor  this  year. 

The  instructional  aide  staff  was  reduced  by  two  positions 
this  year.  New  instructional  aides  this  year  are  Ms.  Sharon 
McCanna,  Grade  3;  Mrs.  Carol  Nelson,  Grade  4;  Mrs.  Cath- 
leen  Kishfy,  Grade  5  and  Mr.  Shaun  Deane,  Kindergarten. 

This  year  the  results  of  the  survey  taken  American 
Education  Week  substantiated  my  claim  that  the  town  has 
a  great  staff.  They  really  do  an  outstanding  job. 
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In  support  of  the  teaching  staff,  we  have  custodians  whose 
maintenance  and  cleaning  are  second  to  none,  a  cafeteria 
staff  who  produce  high  quality,  low  cost  meals,  and  the  office 
staff  who  continually  do  more  and  more  so  teachers  can  con¬ 
centrate  their  energy  on  working  with  students.  All  these 
groups  exhibit  competence  and  conscientiousness  in  carrying 
out  their  responsibilities. 


Conclusion 

I  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Harrington  and  the  central  office  staff 
for  their  support  and  interest  this  year.  My  thanks  to  the 
Dighton  School  Committee  for  their  encouragement,  assist¬ 
ance,  and  support. 

To  the  parents,  students,  and  staff  of  the  Dighton  Ele¬ 
mentary  School  I  express  my  gratitude  for  this  opportunity 
to  work  with  you. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

PHILIP  C.  DYER, 

Principal 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  JUNIOR  HIGH  SCHOOL 

To:  Joseph  C.  Harrington,  Ed.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

I  hereby  submit  my  thirteenth  annual  report  as  principal 
of  Dighton  Junior  High  School. 

Enrollment 

Our  enrollment  as  of  October  1,  1979,  was  291  students, 
a  decrease  of  15  students  from  last  year’s  enrollment. 

Personnel 

This  year  we  lost  the  services  of  our  physical  education 
teacher,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Needs,  who  resigned  her  position  in 
order  to  devote  her  full  time  to  her  family.  Her  replacement 
was  fonner  grade  six  science-health  teacher,  Miss  Barbara 
Macdonald,  who  is  also  certified  in  Physical  Education. 

The  grade  six  science  position  was  filled  by  Mrs.  Margaret 
Caron,  who  formerly  served  in  our  school  as  an  instructional 
aide. 

Also,  one  of  our  former  students  returned  to  our  school 
as  a  teacher.  Mrs.  Beverly  (Ferry)  Pacheco  became  teacher 
of  general  music  at  the  beginning  of  this  year.  She  replaced 
Miss  Joan  Broadie,  who  accepted  a  position  in  the  British  Isles. 

We  welcomed  to  the  staff  two  instructional  aides,  both 
of  whom  filled  existing  vacancies.  They  were  Miss  Susan  Rose 
and  Mr.  James  Abreu,  grade  eight  and  grade  seven,  respec¬ 
tively. 

In  our  Resource  Room,  we  v^ere  fortunate  to  have  ob- 
tainend  teacher  aide.  Miss  Susan  Lemay,  through  the  C.E.T.A. 
program. 

Curriculum 

The  Dighton  Junior  High  parent  volunteer  program  is 
now  in  its  fourth  year.  Our  volunteers  continue  to  provide  a 
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valuable  service  to  our  students  through  their  work  in  the 
grade  six  reading  program  and  with  individual  tutoring  in  all 
subject  areas. 

Our  volunteers  this  year  are:  Mrs.  Irene  Bilodeau,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Gendron,  Mrs.  Alice  DeLawrence,  Mrs.  Vera  Hjerpe, 
Mrs.  Donna  Leonard,  Mrs.  Jane  McCarthy,  Mrs.  Lois  Munsell, 
Mrs.  Carol  Rebello,  Mrs.  Louisa  Richards,  Mrs.  Anna  Rose, 
Mrs.  Carol  Russell,  Mrs.  Doris  Smith,  Mrs.  Caryle  Stonstrom, 
Mrs.  Alice  Tiffany,  Mrs.  Linda  Treacy,  Mrs.  Marlene  White, 
Mrs.  Jeanne  Whitmore,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wood,  and  Mrs.  Gail 
Wood. 

In  September,  grade  eight  introduced  a  new  reading  pro¬ 
gram  recommended  to  the  grade  eight  team  by  team  coordina¬ 
tor,  Miss  Paula  M.  North.  Her  recommendation  was  made  on 
the  basis  of  her  work  in  our  school  district’s  reading  work¬ 
shop  and  her  regular  participation  in  the  Right  to  Read  pro¬ 
gram.  This  program  reinforces  and  develops  basic  reading 
skills  and  permits  ready  identification  of  specific  reading  prob¬ 
lems. 

One  of  the  outstanding  programs  in  our  school  is  the  one 
conducted  by  our  special  needs  staff.  We  were  all  very  pleased 
to  see  a  major  portion  of  the  vacated  town  office  space  turned 
into  a  much  more  suitable  special  needs  teaching  area.  The 
renovations  that  permitted  this  move  were  accomplished  dur¬ 
ing  the  Thanksgiving  vacation. 

The  instrumental  music  program  at  the  junior  high  school 
is  reaching  a  high  point  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Stephen 
Osofsky.  We  have  approximately  sixty  students  in  our  band, 
and  the  quality  of  their  work  is  commendable.  Mr.  Osofsky 
has  produced  this  result  by  developing  excellent  attendance 
habits  for  both  band  and  instrumental  lessons.  The  entire 
staff  has  supported  Mr.  Osofsky,  especially  by  overlooking 
serious  distractions  resulting  from  the  use  of  the  gym  as  a 
band  rehearsal  area. 
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Conclusion 

It  is  very  pleasing  to  see  improvements  every  year  in 
some  aspect  of  our  school  program.  There  are  many  people 
responsible  for  this  situation,  and  I  wish  to  thank  them 
sincerely.  These  include  the  staff,  students,  parents,  the 
Dighton  School  Committee,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 
and  his  staff. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEO  T.  WONTKOWSKI, 

Principal 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
OF  DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 

To:  Joseph  C.  Harrington,  Ed.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

I  herewith  respectfully  submit  my  annual  report  as 
Principal  of  Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School. 


Enrollment 

The  enrollment  of  the  high  school  as  of  October  1,  1979 
was  1,047.  This  number  is  33  less  than  reported  for  the 
previous  year.  The  enrollment  for  the  1979-80  school  year 
is  noted  by  a  senior  class  that  is  uncommonly  small.  The  229 
seniors  make  this  the  smallest  graduating  class  from  Dighton- 
Rehoboth  in  many  years. 


Faculty 

Mr.  Joseph  Cpusineau,  an  Industrial  Arts  teacher  and 
Mrs.  Alice  Dunn,  the  school  librarian  both  chose  a  well- 
deserved  retirement  from  teaching.  Mr.  Cousineau  and  Mrs. 
Dunn  had  served  long  and  productive  years  at  Dighton- 
Rehoboth  Regional  High  School.  Mr.  Cousineau  was  replaced 
by  Mr.  Richard  Colby.  Mrs.  Jean  Archard  has  replaced  Mrs. 
Dunn,  with  Miss  Janice  Kinder  taking  over  the  position  of 
library  aide  that  Mrs.  Archard  had  filled  for  five  years. 

Mr.  Michael  Gendreau  and  Mrs.  Suzanne  Flaherty  of  the 
Mathematics  Department  have  not  returned  as  members  of 
the  teaching  staff.  Mr.  Gendreau  has  taken  a  position  with 
private  industry  while  Mrs.  Flaherty  is  serving  a  year  of 
absence  from  the  high  school.  Mrs.  Nancy  Diotte  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Armstrong  have  replaced  Mrs.  Flaherty  and  Mr.  Gen¬ 
dreau. 

Mr.  Floyd  Field  and  Mr.  Kenneth  Santos  have  both  left 
the  teaching  field  for  entirely  new  careers.  Mr.  Glen  Davis 
has  replaced  Mr.  Field  in  the  Art  Department,  and  Miss  Emily 


18 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Gabel  has  replaced  Mr.  Santos  in  the  Foreign  Language  De¬ 
partment. 

Mrs.  Betsy  McDermott  of  the  Home  Economics  Depart¬ 
ment  has  retired  from  teaching  to  devote  her  time  to  raising 
her  new  daughter.  Mrs.  McDermott's  position  has  been  taken 
over  by  Mrs.  Patricia  Stone. 

Miss  Jane  Unsworth  of  the  Physical  Education  Depart¬ 
ment  has  been  replaced  by  Miss  Cynthia  White.  Miss  Uns¬ 
worth  is  presently  on  a  leave  of  absence  from  Dighton- 
Rehoboth. 

Ms.  Frances  Felder-Gehling  is  the  new  Adjustment 
Counselor  for  the  school.  Ms.  Felder-Gehling  replaced  Ms. 
Sheila  Urban  who  did  not  return  for  the  1979-80  school  year. 

Additional  staff  leaving  Dighton-Rehoboth  during  1979 
were  Mr.  David  Baptista,  Mr.  Michael  Carreiro,  and  Mrs. 
Joyce  Alper.  Both  Mr.  Baptista  and  Mrs.  Alper  served  as 
Instructional  Aides  in  our  Special  Needs  Program.  Mr.  Carreiro 
was  the  Vocational  Resource  Teacher.  Miss  Kristine  Foster 
and  Ms.  Linda  Cole  are  the  new  Instructional  Aides  in  that 
program. 

Last,  we  were  all  shocked  by  the  unexpected  death  of 
Mr.  James  Frates,  Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Language  De¬ 
partment.  Mr.  Frates  had  served  as  a  member  of  the  staff 
and  chairman  of  the  Department  since  the  opening  of  Dighton- 
Rehoboth  Regional  High  School.  His  death  has  left  a  void 
that  no  one  who  knew  him  well  can  quite  accept.  His  friend¬ 
ship  and  scholarship  are  sadly  missed.  Mrs.  Louise  Mahoney 
has  joined  the  staff,  taking  over  many  of  Mr.  Frates'  classes 
in  PYench. 


Curriculum 

A  new  Distributive  Education  Course  has  been  estab¬ 
lished.  The  first  part  of  the  1979-80  school  year  has  been 
spent  organizing  the  curriculum,  purchasing  materials,  and 
making  students  aware  of  the  opportunities  in  the  field  of 
marketing  and  retail  sales.  The  course  will  be  fully  opera- 
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tional  during  the  second  part  of  the  1979-80  school  year.  Mr. 
Donald  Murray  has  been  hired  to  teach  Distributive  Educa¬ 
tion. 

A  course  in  Survival  Skills  has  also  been  established  to 
be  offered  during  the  second  semester  of  the  1979-80  school 
year.  The  curriculum  has  been  written  and  all  plans  have  been 
made  during  the  first  part  of  this  school  year.  This  course  is 
designed  to  present  to  students  those  skills  that  are  necessary 
for  living  in  the  1980’s.  It  will  feature  such  basic  necessities 
as  renting  and  leasing,  budgeting  and  checking  accounts,  life 
insurance,  buying  and  financing  an  automobile,  buying  a 
house,  social  security  and  income  taxes,  maps,  charts,  and 
graphs,  job  applications,  and  the  resume. 


Conclusion 

I  have  been  happy  to  serve  another  year  as  Principal  of 
Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School.  In  every  important 
phase,  the  high  school  was  better  in  1979  than  it  was  the 
previous  year.  This  is  due  to  the  hard  work  and  supreme  effort 
of  a  dedicated  and  talented  staff. 

The  high  school  continues  to  grow  and  to  offer  an  educa¬ 
tional  program  that  is  truly  comprehensive  with  an  emphasis 
on  excellence.  We  can  all  take  pride  in  Dighton-Rehoboth  and 
the  students  we  serve.  It  continues  to  be  a  pleasure  to  be 
associated  with  so  many  fine  people,  staff,  students,  parents, 
and  citizens  of  the  two  towns. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

MARSHALL  SAWYER, 

Principal 
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DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 
REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE 

Dr.  Joseph  Harrington 
Superintendent  of  Schools: 

Dear  Dr.  Harrington, 

The  annual  report  of  the  health  program  conducted  for 
the  Dighton  Schools  for  the  1978-79  year  follows: 

Enrollment:  862 — Kindergarten  through  Grade  8. 


Vision  Screening: 

862  Students  were  tested  by  Titmus  Optical  Tester. 

42  Students  failed  this  test  and  were  referred  to  Eye 
Specialists. 

17  Students  were  under  the  care  of  Eye  Specialitsts. 
23  New  Referrals  were  completed. 


Audio  Screening: 

862  Students  were  tested  by  Maico  Audimeter. 

10  Students  failed  this  test  and  were  referred  to  Ear 
Specialists. 

6  Students  were  under  care. 

4  New  Referrals  were  completed. 

Physical  Examinations: 

Pre-school  physicals: 

59  Children  entering  Kindergarten  were  examined  by 
private  physicians.  All  immunization  requirements 
were  met. 

Grades  4-8,  and  Athletic  Physicals : 

242  Students  were  examined  by  Dr.  Charles  Souza,  School 
Physician. 

2  Students  were  referred  to  their  physicians  for  further 
evaluation. 
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Postural  (Scoliosis)  Screening: 

411  Students  in  Grades  5  through  8  were  screened. 

4  Students  were  referred  for  further  evaluation. 

All  referrals  were  completed. 

Tuberculin  Screening: 

10/23/79  Mantou  tests  were  administered  to  27  school 
personnel. 

10/25/79  Mantou  tests  read — all  negative. 

Immunization  Program: 

Complete  immunization  for  Diphtheria,  Tetanus,  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough  (D.P.T.),  Polio,  Measles,  Mumps  and  Rubella 
(MMR)  was  again  offered  to  all  Dighton  children  by  the 
Dighton  Board  of  Health  and  the  Dighton  School  Depart¬ 
ment  at  Clinics  held  in  March,  April  and  May  of  1979. 
Results  of  the  Clinics  follow: 


3/9/79 

D.P.T. 

7 

T.D. 

44 

M.M.R. 

28 

Polio 

68 

Total  Immunizations 

147 

4/6/79 

D.P.T. 

3 

T.D.  (D-R  inc.) 

141 

Polio 

7 

M.M.R. 

8 

Total  Immunizations 

159 

5/4/79 

D.P.T. 

3 

T.D. 

3 

M.M.R. 

9 

Polio 

9 

Total  Immunizations 


24 
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11/12/78  Flue  Clinic:  School  Personnel 

29  Staff  members  were  immunized. 

5/30/79  Lead  Screening  Clinic — Kindergarten 

50  Students  tested.  All  tests  were  within  normal 
limits. 


My  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Administrators,  the 
Personnel  of  both  Schools  and  all  of  the  great  parents  for 
their  continued  interest  in  and  support  of  the  School  Health 
Program. 


Sincerely  yours, 

CAROLYN  M.  BOOTH,  R.N., 

School  Nurse 
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ENROLLMENT— OCTOBER  1,  1979 


Dighton  Elementary  and  Junior  High  Schools 

Grade  Enrollment 

K  59 

1  70 

2  76 

3  104 

4  99 

5  110 

6  98 

7  100 

8  93 


TOTAL  809 


Dighton-Rehoboth  Regional  High  School 

9  113 

10  115 

11  101 

12  79 


TOTAL  408 


TOTAL  ENROLLMENT  FOR  DIGHTON 


1217 
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STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURES 


Appropriation 

$1,321,801.00 

1000  Administration 

$  36,182.00 

2000  Instruction 

797,534.00 

3000  Other  School  Services 

68,726.00 

4000  Oper.  &  Maint.  of  Plant 

136,098.00 

5000  Fixed  Charges 

3,014.00 

7000  Fixed  Assets 

18,326.00 

9000  Prog,  with  Other  Dist. 

4,483.00 

Vocational  Evening  Program 

20.00 

Kindergarten 

29,326.00 

Special  Education  Program 

191,926.00 

$1,285,635.00 

Returned  to  Town 

36,166.00 

$1,321,801.00 


NET  COST  TO  TOWN 


Expended,  7-1-78  thru  6-30-79 

Receipts,  7-1-78  thru  6-30-79: 
General  State  Aid,  Ch.  70 
Transportation,  Ch.  71 
Sp.  Ed.,  Ch.  766 
Tuition  &  Transp.,  Ch.  765 
Miscellaneous  Receipts 


$1,285,635.00 


$301,842.00 

27,456.00 

2,523.00 

8,617.00 

20.00 

$  340,458.00 


Net  Cost  to  Town  • 


$  945,177.00 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

July  1,  1978  .  June  30,  1979 


Expenditures 


CAPITAL  COSTS 


Bond  Retirement 

State  Aid  $70,797.41 

Appropriation  34,202.59 

Interest  on  Bond  Expenditures 


$105,000.00 


- $  105,000.00 

$  6,252.50 


OPERATING  COSTS 


Item  No. 


1000  Administration 

2000  Instruction 

3000  Other  School  Services 


$  67,880.22 

1,379,426.85 
208,023.08 


4000  Operation  &  Maintenance 

of  Plant  361,368.56 

5000  Fixed  Charges  97,175.61 

7000  Acquisition  of  Fixed  Assets  43,263.67 

9000  Programs  with  Other  Districts  8,235.82 
Special  Education  Program  118,386.64 

Vocational  Day  Program  150,429.17 

Evening  School  Program  1,100.00 

Summer  Band  891.12 

- $2,436,180.74 

Receipts 


Tuitions 


$  38,672.80 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusets : 
Chapter  7 OC  School  Aid 

332,597.00 

Chapter  71,  Sec.  16D  F/Y  '78 

75,942.00 

Chapter  71,  Sec.  16D  F/Y  ’79 

308,635.00 

Chapter  71,  Sec.  7A  &  37D 
Transportation 

83,914.00 

Chapter  74,  Sec.  8A  Voc. 
Transportation 

4,366.00 

Chapter  7 6,  State  Wards 

4,007.00 

Cooperative  Productions — B/C-B/S, 
Ins.  Reimburse. 

4,476.65 

Cooperative  Productions — 

B.C.  Retirement  Reimburse. 

1,046.28 

Title  VI-B— B/C-B/S,  Ins.  Reimburse. 

119.88 

Bristol  County  Treasurer — 

B/C-B/S  Div.  1/1  -  12/31/77 

576.00 

Bristol  County  Treasurer — 

Ext.  Benefit  Refund 

97.00 

Gosnold  Secretarial  Services 

630.25 

N.E.  Telephone  Commission 

298.56 

Photo  Copy  Money 

329.81 

Postage  Meter  Reimbursement 

122.40 

S.M.U. — Sale  of  Mercury 

200.00 

Reo  Truck  Sale 

200.00 

Surface  Grinder  Sale 

201.00 

1/2  Ton  Pickup  Truck  Sale 

250.00 

Tire  Changers  Sale 

55.00 

Parallel  Bars  Sale 

20.00 

Lost  Books 

94.10 

Gosnold  School  Supplies 

38.44 

Other 

820.19 

NET  OPERATING  COSTS 

$  857,709.36 


$1,578,471.38 
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GRANTS 

P.L.  89-313,  Title  I,  Special  Education 
Supplementary  Project 

Receipts  $  3,720.00 

Expenditures  3,203.05 

Balance,  June  30,  1979 

P.L.  89-313,  Title  VI-B,  Voc.  Resource  Program 
July  1,  1978  Balance  $  1,982.63 

Receipts  3,578.00 


Expenditures 
Balance,  June  30,  1979 


5,560.63 

5,354.31 


P.L.  93-380,  ESEA  Title  IV-B,  Library  Learning 
Resources  (1976-1977) 

July  1,  1978  Balance  $  101.52 

Expenditures  101.52 

Balance,  June  30,  1979 

P.L.  93-380,  ESEA  Title  IV-B,  Library  Learning 
Resources  (1977-1978) 

July  1,  1978  Balance  $  2,102.70 

Expenditures  2,102.70' 

Balance,  June  30,  1979 

P.L.  93-380,  ESEA  Title  IV-B,  Library  Learning 
Resources  (1978-1979) 

Receipts  $  2,319.80 

Expenditures  2,319.80 

Balance,  June  30,  1979 

P.L.  94-142,  Title  VI-B,  A  Giant  Step  Toward 
Compliance,  Spec.  Educ. 

Receipts  $50,340.00 

Expenditures  40,294.16 

Balance,  June  30  1979 


$  516.95 


$  206.32 


none 


none 


none 


$10,045.84 
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Title  VI-D,  In  Service  Training,  Spec.  Educ. 
July  1,  1978  Balance  $  645.88 

Funds  returned  645.88 

Balance,  June  30,  1979 

P.L.  94-482,  Child  Care  &  Develop.  Nursing 
School  Expansion  Program 

Receipts  $  3,012.00 

Expenditures  1,497.38 

Balance,  June  30,  1979 

P.L.  94-482,  Voc.  Guidance  &  Counseling 
Receipts  $  3,389.00 

Expenditures  2,442.31 

Balance,  June  30, 1979 

P.L.  94-482,  Distributive  Education 
Receipts  $14,106.00 

Balance,  June  30,  1979 


none 


$  1,514.62 


$  946.69 


$14,106.00 
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DIGHTON  SCHOOL  FACULTY— December  31,  1978 
Dighton  Elementary  School 


Name  Education  Year  of  Appt. 


Principal 

Philip  C.  Dyer,  M.Ed.  Northeastern  University  1974 

Faculty 

David  G.  Avila,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Louise  C.  Borges,  B.S.  University  of  Rliode  Island  1974 

Wendy  H.  Cute,  B.A.  Ohio  Wesleyan  1974 

Mary  M.  DeMello,  B.S.  Lowell  State  Teach.  Col.  1964 

Nancy  L.  Durfee,  B.S.  Murray  State  College  1962 

Ann  M.  Emerson,  B.A.  Rhode  Island  College  1975 

Jane  E.  Gonzalski,  B.S.  Westfield  State  College  1975 

Dolores  C.  Johnson,  A.B.  Salve  Regina  College  1965 

Joan  LaFrance,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

Helen  M.  Lane,  B.S.  New  Britain  Teachers’  Col.  1968 

Alice  Lopresti,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Carolyn  H.  Melesky,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1966 

Linda  Roy,  B.A.  Southeastern  Mass.  University  1978 

Patricia  Snee,  B.A.  Univ.  of  Rhode  Island  1975 

Carol  L.  Stafford,  B.S.  Roger  Williams  College  1972 

Valerie  J.  Stares,  B.A.  Wheaton  College  1974 

Timothy  Sullivan,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1979 

Donna  Lee  Sunderland,  B.S.  So.  Conn.  State  College  1970 

Cheryl  Szostek,  B.A.  Anna  Maria  College  1970 

Susan  L.  Thomson,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1972 

Karen  Vatcher,  B.A.  .  University  of  Massachusetts  1970 

Barbara  Wallace,  B.M.  Boston  University  1966 

Jeffrey  B.  White,  B.S.  University  of  Bridgeport  1974 

Secretary 
Mary  M.  Perry 


Dighton  Junior  High  School 

Principal 

Leo  T.  Wontkowski,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1937 

Faculty 

Salvatore  L.  Caiozzo,  M.Ed.  Providence  College  1970 

Richard  Carney,  B.S.  Mod.  Sch.  of  Fashion  Design  1970 

Margaret  Caron,  B.S.  Southeastern  Mass.  University  1979 

George  E.  Costa,  Jr.,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1970 

Elizabeth  Cummings  Univ.  of  Rhode  Island  1977 

Elizabeth  W.  Davis,  M.A.  Rhode  Island  College  1968 

Barbara  MacDonald,  B.S.  Barrington  College  1975 

John  Mxsciarelli,  B.A.  Boston  University  1966 

James  McClellan,  B.A.  Providence  College  1971 

Raymond  J.  Medeiros,  B.A.  Providence  College  1969 

John  S.  Needs,  B.A.  University  of  Mass.  1961 

Paula  North,  M.A.  Western  State  College  1977 

Stephen  Osofsky,  B.M.  Northeastern  University  1972 
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Name 


Education 


Appt’d. 


Beverly  Pacheco,  B.M. 

Judith  Parker,  B.A. 

Wallace  R.  Potts,  B.S. 

Thomas  M.  Sherlock,  Jr.,  M.Ed. 
Louis  Silvia,  Jr.,  B.A. 

Frederick  B.  Stinson,  Jr.,  B.S. 
David  T.  Sullivan,  B.A. 

Secretary 
Marion  Parchesco 


University  of  Lowell  1979 

Bridgewater  State  College  1972 

Rhode  Island  College  1966 

Rhode  Island  College  1971 

Bridgewater  State  College  1975 

Bridgewater  State  College  1970 

Bridgewater  State  College  1975 


Special  Education 


Cheryl  Botts,  M.Ed. 

Sandra  Cleveland,  B.S. 

Mary  Isidorio,  B.S. 

Marjorie  Johnston,  B.A. 

John  Kruczek,  B.A. 

Kathleen  S.  Mclntire,  B.S. 

Jesse  Perry,  B.S. 

Valerie  Pillar ella,  B.S. 

Pamela  S.  Smith,  B.A. 

Adaptive  Physical  Education 
Daniel  B.  Rose,  B.S. 


Southeastern  Mass.  University  1977 
State  Univ.  Col.  at  Geneseo,  N.Y.  1974 


S.  M.  U.  1972 

University  of  Rhode  Island  1976 

Bridgewater  State  College  1979 

Boston  College  1979 

Rhode  Island  College  1978 

Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

Southeastern  Mass.  University  1973 

Boston  State  College  1978 


Psychology  Intern 
Joseph  Kiselica 


ESEA  Title  I 


Elaine  Almeida,  B.S. 
Katherine  Curneen,  B.S. 
Diane  Rasmussen,  B.S. 


Bridgewater  State  College  1978 

Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Bridgewater  State  College  1974 


Instructional  Aides 


James  Abreu,  B.A. 
Joyce  A.  Alper,  B.S. 
Carol  Horton,  B.S. 
Judith  Isaksen,  B.A. 
Alice  Kane,  B.S. 
Cathleen  Kishfy,  B.S. 
Carol  Nelson,  B.S. 
Susan  Rose,  B.A. 
Caryn  Sanson,  B.S. 
Dorothy  Torres 


Southeastern  Mass.  University  1979 

Indiana  University  of  Penn.  1979 

Bridgewater  State  College  1977 

Bridgewater  State  College  1977 

Bridgewater  State  College  1979 

Rridgev/ater  State  College  1979 

Rhode  Island  College  1979 

Southeastern  Mass.  University  1979 

Bridgewater  State  College  1976 

Bridgewater  State  College  1972 
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Eugenia  Andrade 
Barbara  A.  Deane 
Della  Hathaway 


Elementary 
Edmond  Richard 
Edward  Torres 


Dora  Ashley 
Carolyn  Barboza 
Nancy  M.  Carleton 
Louise  G.  Gomes,  Manager 
Barbara  Mesrobian 
Jeanne  Noons 


Teacher  Aides 

Virginia  Peterson 
Shirley  Sandner 
Shirley  Veronesi 


Custodians 

Junior  High 
William  G.  Raposa 
John  White 


Cafeteria 

Lois  B.  Pacheco 
Mary  F.  Perry 
Thelma  Pierce 
Mary  Ventura 
Denyse  Walsh 
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DIGHTON-REHOBOTH  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

Personnel 

Name  Education  Year  of  Appt. 


Principal 

Marshall  M.  Sawyer,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

Assistant  Principal 

George  H.  Petrin,  M.Ed.  Universiay  of  Illinois  1972 

Director  of  Occupational  Education 

Francis  M.  Marcille,  M.Ed.  Northeastern  University  1960 

Director  of  Guidance 

William  F.  Henry,  C.A.G.S.  Boston  College  1976 


Secretaries 

Sharon  H.  Araujo,  Head  Secretary 
Maureen  Dutra,  Guidance 
Joan  E.  Jecoy,  Principal’s  Office 
Mildred  Sullivan,  Principal’s  Office 
Christine  Burnett,  Guidance  Office 


Guidance  Staff 

Ellen  Carol  Cotter,  M.Ed.  Boston  College  1967 

John  E.  Laffoley,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1969 

Jeanne  H.  Whittemore,  M.Ed.  Rhode  Island  College  1974 

Librarian 

Jean  Archard,  B.S.  Simmons  College  1979 


Library  Instructional  Aide 
Janice  Kinder 

Vocational  High  School 


Nathan  Lawrence,  Director,  Voc.  Cert.  1960 

John  A.  Berger,  Voc.  Cert.  1960 

Robert  B.  Bramwell,  Voc.  Cert.  1974 

Aldo  F.  Fasolo,  Voc.  Cert.  1970 

Thurston  D.  Grant,  Voc.  Cert.  1960 

Alfred  Rose,  Voc.  Cert.  1977 


Secretary — Voc.  H.  S. 
Dorothy  Rousseau 


Art 

Glenn  Davis,  M.F.A. 

Mary  Louise  Watson,  B.F.A. 


Cranbrook  Academy  of  Art 
Mass.  College  of  Art 


1979 

1976 
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Name 


Education  Year  of  Appt. 


Business 

Mary  Carter,  M.Ed.  Providence  College  1970 

Marilyn  F.  Doolittle,  B.S.  American  International  Col.  1974 

Celeste  Martins,  B.S.,  Dept.  Head  Bryant  College  1960 

Theresa  Murphy,  B.S.  Bryant  College  1972 

Milton  W.  Nachbar,  M.Ed.  University  of  Rhode  Island  1964 

Edward  J.  Tartufo,  B.A.  Curry  College  1970 


English 

William  Cuthbertson,  M.Ed.  Springfield  College  1978 

Jeffrey  J.  Day,  M.Ed.  University  of  Maine  1975 

David  M.  DeThomas,  M.Ed.  Boston  College  1967 

Francis  J.  Duart,  M.d.,  Dept.  Hd.  Bridgewater  State  College  1967 

Kevin  Gaffney,  B.A.  Providence  College  1976 

Lois  A.  Hubbard,  B.A.  Universitv  of  Mass.  1970 

Carol  Lindblom,  A.B.  Bates  College  1968 

David  A.  Marsden,  M.Ed.  Northeastern  University  1965 

•ya  ‘ui:^iui\[  PiuMpa  Bridgewater  State  College  1974 

Stephen  H.  Ohrenberger,  B.A.  Bridgewater  State  College  1974 

Evelyn  A.  Rice,  M.Ed.  Boston  College  1960 

Merriam  C.  Rovito,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Mary  Benigni,  A.B.  Saint  Joseph  Sollege  1979 


Foreign  Language 

Emily  Gabel,  B.A.  University  of  Mass.  1979 

Lecn  A.  Long,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

Louise  Mahoney,  B.A.  Bridgewater  State  College  1979 

Juliette  Marcoux,  A.M.  Regis  College  1978 

Christine  S.  Weydemeyer,  M.Ed.  Duke  University  1975 


Home  Economics — Food  and  Clothing 

Emilia  S.  Goyette,  B.S.  Uniersity  of  Rhode  Island  1972 

Patricia  Stone,  A.B.  Albion  College  1979 


Home  Economics — Child  Care  and  Development 

Carole  Goldman,  B.S.  University  of  Rhode  Island  1972 

Judy  Purdy,  M.Ed.  Columbia  University  1977 


Industrial  Arts 

Richard  Colby,  Voc.  Cert.  1979 

Kenneth  Labonte,  Voc.  Cert.  1973 

Edward  G.  Rannej^  Jr.,  Voc.  Cert.  1973 

Arthur  F.  Tobin,  M.Ed.  Northeastern  University  1965 
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Name 


Education  Year  of  Appt. 


Mathematics 

Thomas  Armstrong,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1979 

Nancy  Diotte,  B.A.  Bridgewater  State  College  1979 

Patricia  L.  Fay,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1971 

Glen  A.  Field,  B.A.  Northeastern  University  1973 

Joseph  Flaherty,  M.Ed.,  Dept.  Hd.  Boston  College  1969 

Carol  Ann  Pawlak,  B.A.  Brown  University  1973 

Alan  M.  Rabouin,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1969 

William  H.  Reynolds,  B.S.  University  of  Mass.  1969 

Walter  R.  Scanlon,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1960 

Music 

Andre  Descoteaux,  B.M.E.  University  of  Lowell  1976 

Robert  W.  Otto,  M.M.E.  University  of  Hartford  1972 

Physical  Education 

Arthur  Fiore,  M.Ed.  Providence  College  1978 

Denise  Griffo,  B.S.  Boston  State  College  1978 

Richard  A.  Ruggiero,  M.Ed.  Providence  College  1966 

Cynthia  White,  B.S.  Springfield  College  1979 

Science 

Judith  E.  Brown,  B.S.  University  of  Mass.  1977 

Joseph  R.  Drapeau,  B.S.  Southeastern  Mass.  University  1970 

Lynn  T.  Finley,  M.Ed.  Universitv  of  California  1971 

Janet  M.  Foley,  M.A.T.  Brown  University  1969 

David  F.  Harwood,  M.Ed.  Southeastern  Mass.  University  1970 

Theodore  Lippold,  M.A.T.,  Dept.  Hd.Oberlin  College  1971 

Ruth  O’Keefe,  M.Ed.  Rhode  Island  College  1967 

Arthur  Thibert,  A.B.  Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Dennis  C.  White,  M.Ed.  Fitchburg  State  College  1974 

Social  Studies 

William  J.  Cute,  Jr.,  B.A.  Ohio  Wesleyan  University  1973 

David  Driscoll,  B.A.  Boston  College  1978 

Roger  S.  Duarte,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1968 

Robert  F.  Ferreira,  B.A.  Providence  College  1971 

Paul  Giannakoulis,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1970 

William  Grover,  M.Ed.,  Dept.  Hd.  Boston  University  1960 

Orin  F.  Holmes,  M.A.T.  Brown  University  1969 

Karen  Ives,  B.A.  Bridgewater  State  College  1974 

Michael  Monaghan,  M.Ed.  Bridgewater  State  College  1972 

Special  Services 

Marjorie  Collins,  B.A.  *  Bridgewater  State  College  1979 

Patricia  Connors,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1973 

Gail  Furtado,  B.S.  University  of  Mass.  1975 

Corinne  Pridham,  C.A.G.S.  Rhode  Island  College  1975 

William  Wade,  B.S.  Bridgewater  State  College  1978 
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Name 


Education  Year  of  Appt. 


Adaptive  Physical  Education 

Daniel  B.  Rose,  B.S.  Boston  State  College  1978 

Instructional  Aides  Special  Services 

Kristen  Foster 
Linda  Cole 


Psychology  Interns 
Joseph  Kiselica 
Julie  Arnow 

Teacher  Aides 

Barbara  Horton 
Mary  Mansfield 


Matron 

Hazel  Fredricksen 

Custodians 
Frank  Cabral 

Alvan  Constantine,  Head  Custodian 
Joseph  M.  Rose 
Robert  W.  Rose 

Maintenance  Mechanic 
James  Varley 

Cafeteria 

Carol  Abrams 
Yvonne  Boler 
Louise  Cabral 

Agnes  DelSignore,  Manager 
Eila  Karppinen 


Matthew  Tobin 

Larry  J.  Wilkerson 

John  Zandi,  Asst.  Head  Custodian 


Natalie  Kirker 
Rose  Moitozo 
Geraldine  Pontes 
Muriel  Quint 
Rosa  Rose 


E.M.T.  Nurse 
Barbara  Brenner 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

OPEN  MEETING  LAW— CHAP.  39,  SEC.  23 A 
Meetings  of  every  district,  city  and  town  board,  com¬ 
mission  and  school  committee  shall  be  open  to  public  and  to 
press  (unless  in  executive  session) .  A  notice  of  such  meetings 
must  be  filed  at  least  forty-eight  hours  prior  with  the  clerk 
of  the  district  or  town.  (A  regular  schedule  of  meetings  filed 
in  advance  is  permissible.)  Accurate  records  of  all  meetings 
shall  be  maintained  setting  forth  action  taken.  A  summary 
of  all  matters  voted  shall  be  made  available  with  reasonable 
promptness  after  each  meeting.  The  records  shall  become  a 
public  record  and  available  to  the  public  upon  being  approved. 
(For  information  on  executive  sessions  and  emergencies  check 
law  with  Town  Clerk.) 


The  town  offices  are  open  Monday  through  Friday  from 
8:30  A.M.  to  4:00  P.M.,  and  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Collector  is  also  open  Wednesday  evenings 
from  6:30  P.M.  to  8:00  P.M. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Health,  and  the  Assessors 
meet  in  their  offices  Wednesday  evenings  at  7:30  P.M. 

The  School  Committee  meets  the  third  Monday  of  each 
month  at  7:30  P.M.  at  the  Dighton  Elementary  School. 

The  Planning  Board  regularly  meet  the  first  and  third 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  7:30  P.M.  in  the  Town  Office 
Building. 


Telephone  Numbers: 

Ambulance:  669-6767 
Assessors  Office:  669-5043 
Dog  Officer:  823-3828 
Fire  Department:  669-6767 
Police  Department:  669-6711 
Public  Library :  669-6421 
School  Nurse:  824-4491 

Selectmen's  Office  and  Board  of  Health:  669-6431 

Town  Accountant:  669-6011 

Town  Clerk,  Collector  &  Treasurer:  669-5411 

Street  Department:  669-5461 

Veteran’s  Agent:  823-1234 

Welfare  Assistance  (Comm,  of  Mass.) :  823-2571 


*r'% 


